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RIGHT HONORABLE 


| Lozp HEATH FIELD, 


Ke. &c. 


MY LORD, 


TRE fello gg tran- 
lation was attempted merely as 
an exerciſe in the German lan- 
guage, and muſt be confidered as 
the firſt effort of a juvenile pen. 
I have done Baron TRENCR im- 
mortal honor, in prefixing to his 
memoirs, the name of Lord HEATH 
FIELD, Your Lorpsnmie has done 
me no leſs, in permitting me, thus 
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to boaſt of that perfect reſpect, 


with which, 
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The AuTHoOR's 
'HFMCATION 
ro THE GHOST oF 


FREDERICK THE GREAT. 


MONARCH! 


* HIS extraordinary book was 
not intended to make its appearance in the 
world till after my death, when the author 
ſhould have nothing more to fear. 

But I live too long; the world is curious 
to read new books, and my labor will be 
of more ſervice to me now, than in my 
9 grave. Moreover, this narrative was doubt- 
leſs' in danger of being reckoned amongſt 
8 the legendary tales of old, where the writer 
can lye at pleaſure, becauſe no witneſſes 
= A 3 are 


CO) 
are living, Who might contradict the cir- 
cumſtances he chuſes to relate. 

Two and forty years are already — 
ſince the tempeſtuous clouds of diſaſter be- 
gan to gather around me, in my native 

country. By the voice of authority, IJ was 
at once deprived of fortune, contentment, 
paternal inheritance, deſerved poſts of ho- 
nor, and bleſſed liberty; without. having 
once failed in my duty. 

I am now on the brink of the grave, 
and indifferent, at a time when no monarch 
on earth can reward me in proportion to 
the afflictions I have ſuffered ; but it will 
afford me a ſmall ſatis faction, if my au- 
thentic memoirs incontro ertibly prove, that 
the Great Frederick, in a thouſand inſtan- 
ces 10 highly and fo juſtly extolled, did 

not act nobly towards the defenceleſs T renck. 
The duty "of a father would alone call 
upon me for the lake of my eight children; 
who have loſt their lawful property in 
Pruſſia and Hungary, to vindicate my 
honor, let cenſure fall where it may, and 
not leave 4 N of reproach behind me, 


that | 


never are deceived! ? 


4 wi) 


that their father was a criminal, who me- 


rited chains by acts of infamy. 


No]! Monarch! that I never was; and 
in ſpite of all your power, dungeons, fetters, 


and ill treatment; you never could tear 
from me my honor, ſhake my conſtancy, 


or annul my knowledge—from thence 1 
derived fortitude, conſolation, and amuſe- 
ment, even in my gloomy priſon. 


Perhaps this book may be read with 


compaſſion, when the Silefian battles and 


victories will be ranked by poſterity, with 


thoſe of Arbela, Cannæ, and Marathon.“ 


I had no army to defend my rights, or 


7 your Majeſty knows I could have led it 


on. I was too proud, and my foul too great 


to beg for mercy, where I was conſcious 
of my innocence; and it will ever remain 
_ aſtoniſhing, how the Great Fredrich, the 
wiſeſt of kings, could be blinded for the 


long ſpace of two and forty years, by malice 
and calumny, ſo far as to become alto- 
gether implacable—or, thall the Chrittian . 
world believe that monarchs never err, or 


A 4 1 
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But how little did your Majeſty 1 my 


' belrt? I loved you, even in my priſon, as 
the guardian angel of ſcience.—I honored 


you as my protector and father, who wiſhed 


to form me for an uſeful member of the 


ſtate. I am indebted to you for many qua- 
lifications which were the means of rendering 
me wiſer; and I only wiſh to have a con- 


verſation with you beyond the grave, to 


convince you that you have wronged a pa- 


triot, who would rather have ſuffered any 
puniſhment, than deſerved your contempt: 


here upon earth this wiſh is vain; but no 
doubt we ſhall meet at a place where Titus, 
Trajan, Aurelian, Socrates, Marcellus, Bel- 


lifarius, good kings, real philoſophers, and 


true martyrs to virtueare received, and laugh 
at the vanities and follies of men. | 
Two great monarchs have divided my 


property efore I die, and I fear my children 
will never find advocates or judges who dare 


ſupport their right againſt an opponent who 
can appear at the head of three hundred 


thouſand men, 


I will 


Fo 


* 


„ 
I will not diſguiſe my faults iti this book, 
or relate untruths—if I do, may poſterity 


call me a liar, and the preſent world deem 


me a villain—may my children be treated as 


the offspring of a traitor, and the executioner 
ſabre off the hand that now writes this ! 


Sire! like other men I have been often 
faulty, but towards you I am free from re- 
proach ; and although you perſecuted me in 
every corner: where I ſought ſhelter, yet I 


never proved what a man like me could 


have done, who had eſcaped your purſuits, 
and was ſenſible he was wronged. 

I have been long ſince a dead man to my 
country—my tomb, on which is engraved 
the name of Trench, and off which I ate my 


coarſe. bread during ten years, is ſtill in my 
— priſon at Magdeburg; this your Majeſty had 


deſtined as my eternal SE jour, if I had ſunk 


under the cruel load of woes with which I 5 


was burthened. 
My phyſician long dh told me that my 


diſſolution was approaching; I immediately 
haſtened to write my hiſtory, and when it 
was finiſhed, Monarch! thou wert no more! 


Had 


Had my book fallen into your hands, you 
might ſtill have done me juſtice this can- 
did recital of facts might have touched your 


manly heart; and in another world, you 
would not have had reaſon to fly the ſhade 


of the unfortunate Tyencæ; which will ever 


be deſirous of convincing you, that I al- 
ways was 21 | 


Your Majeſty's faithful, 


But never fawning ſubject, 


TRE NOR. 
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N this I have Little to ay the 5 | 
. ſpeaks. for itſelf and requires no expla- 
nation. It; is a narrative of facts, and no ro- 
mance : an hiſtory whercof the eye witneſſes 
are ſtill living, and of which the author NOW 
boldly appears before the diſcerning and 1 im- 
partial public. OT 5 
My actions, and | my. conduct i in every ok by 
venture of my life, are painted i in their true 
colours, ſimple and unvarniſhed. I was but 
A man, and doubt much if Socrates would 
have ever remained Socrates had he been 
forty years long in my ſi tuation. Oſtenta- 
tion or a vain pride is by no means the 3 
Tt aft: 


5 

of this book. I will feelingly deſcribe great 
afflictions to my readers, and will not injure 
but ſhame my enemies. Away with all baſe 
revenge! or diſguiſement of my faults! I 
write my memoirs on the brink of the grave, 


and my grey hairs ſhall not be ſoiled with 


the diſgraceful ſtains of hypocriſy. I will 
not appear otherwiſe than I was, and am 
—not write otherwiſe than I think—not 

teach differently from what I have been wont 
to act—and die as I have lived. 

Some of the principal occurrences of my 
life muſt be interred with me, and remain 
an eternal ſecret. The perſons are ſtill liv- 
ing, who might be rendered unfortunate or 
unhappy by too explicit a recital. God 
forbid I ſhould act treacherouſſy towards my 
benefactors and friends. : 

My ſupporters in Berlin receive herewith 
my fincere and public thanks. But I never 
will name or point with a finger towards 
thoſe to whom I owe reverence, reſpect, and 
the preſervation of my life. The reader may 
make what conjectures he pleaſes in places 
that may ſeem dark or myſterious. I will 

i op rather 


TT 33 


rather ſuffer the ſuſpicion of improbability to 
cleave to my writings, than diſcover that 


ſource from which the aſſiſtance flowed that 
even induced the guards of my dungeon to 
favor my eſcape, and ſupported me in every 


adventure and emergency. 


I do not relate the puerile incidents of my 
childiſh years to ſwell theſe pages TW oO 
volumes ſcarce afford me room ſufficient 
briefly to mention the principal occurrences 
of my life, and the almoſt incredible viciſ- 


ſitudes of my fate. I have at leaſt fifty 
times eſcaped dangers where another might 


have periſhed. Even when I actually ſought 
death, and my reſolves were deſperate, I 


found no oppoſition, and was obliged to live 


longer and endure more. 
To the friends of mankind who fork for 


me, I recommend my children ; for myſelf, 


I want nothing more on earth. 1 will ceaſe 


5 2 
n 


to ſuffer when I ceaſe to live. Death can 


never frighten the man who, like me, has 


Tearnt to know and deſpiſe its terrors. 


Written in the Caſtle of Zwerbach, July, 
1786, in the Goth year of my age. 
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BARON TRENC K. 


— 


year 1726, at Koniſberg, in Pruſſia; my fa- 

ther, a major-general of cavalry, knight of 

the military order, intendant, and proprietor 
of Great Sharlack, Shahulack, and Meicken, 

| which have been theſe three hundred years in the 

family, died there in the year 1740. He carried 
eighteen ſcars to his grave, which he had to 

ſnow for his country; and the great Frederick 

allowed him to be buried with the honors of a 
lieutenant-general. : 


VOL. I. B | = My 


\ 1 WAS born the 16th of February, in the 
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My mother was the daughter of Mr. Derſhaw, 
preſident of the ſupreme court of juſtice, at Ko- 


niſberg. One of her brothers was miniſter of 


ſtate to his Pruſſian majeſty, and poſt-maſter- 
general at Berlin; two. other Derſhaws were 
generals of infantry. 

My anceſtors, as well on my wes s as mo- 
ther's ſide, are known, in the Pruſſian annals, to 
have been amongſt the old German knights, who 
formerly conquered Courland, Pruſſia, and Li- 
vonia, likewiſe divided them amongſt them- 
ſelves into ſheriffships and bailwicks; in ſhort, 
the Trencks are originally from the circle of 
Franconia. | 

Far above the prejudice of the nobility, I can- 


not refrain from laughing, when men, without 
perſonal merit, without noble minds, puffed up 


by the tree of the genealogy, think themſelves 
entitled to uncommon eſteem and reſpect, if they 
can produce a few duſty diplomas, or a family 
regiſter, a thouſand years back. 

But in a more deſpicable light do I view the 


counts, noblemen, and princes, of thoſe lands, 
where nobility is to be bought with ready money, 
even without honor, without merit, without 


blood, without the ſkill, or even the will to ſerve 


their councey honorably. 
1 have | 
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BARON TRENCK. „„ 


1 have here been obliged to ſay ſomething of 


my genealogy, on account of ſome noble created 


mountebanks, who thought me unworthy of be- 
ing claſſed amongſt them; and even hinted, that 


the Trencks were, originally, but Sclavonian 
robbers, and never favored at Vienna, in forma 


ufitata with arms, &c. CE 1 


: of any notice. 


Willingly do 1 indulge the national pride in 


this gratificaragn. Gellert ſays: 


The wiſe man looks only to merit. 
If thou art not what thou ſeemeſt to be, 


Then thou art void of honor 


An American ſavage, head leader of an inſigni- 
ficant tribe, fitting upon a block on the Miſ- 
ſiſſippi, ſwelled his cheeks, and afked a French 
merchant, - © Do you talk much in France of my 
« power, ſplendor, and majeſty?” 

Ihe opinions of my birthright, likewiſe of my 


; _ Inward worth, will not be lefs favorable on 
account of the bounded horizon in which 1 


at preſent write the hiſtory of my life, which I 
do to inſtru, not from a defire to gain fame; 


and even this, which is grounded on facts, leaves 


the European nobility to judge if I ever wanted a 
diploma, or lawful lineage, to be reckoned 
_— the firſt nobles of a ſtate where I have 

| B EE... deter- 
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determined to-live, but never will be forced, be- 
cauſe, to a true nobleman; the whole world 
ſtands open as a free port; my country is only 
there, where I can, with ſatisfaction, fulfil the 
duties of a citizen, without meanly fawning, or 
cringing to ſuperiors. | 1 2 
Enough of the inherited nobility of my birth 
for now, and for ever, this digreſſion was ne- 
ceſſary for my children, who ſhall ſhow, under 
the ſceptre of Joſeph, that they are worthy his 
grace and reward, and are called Trenck ; may 
they tread in the ſteps of their father, to merit, 
what envy, the revenge of prieſts, and my won- 
derful fate, has ſnatched from me! Theſe chil- 
dren are all born in the free town of, Aix-la- 
Chapelle, therefore, no where vaſlals, but where 
they chuſe to ſeek. honor and bread. But there, 
where they dare not appear among the great; 
there, where the worth of man depends upon 


his purſe, his bigotry and meanneſs, they will 


ſhake the duſt from their feet, and ſurely follow 
my example. C. 

1 myſelf am journeying faſt to my grave, 
but can yet prove my worthy nobility to thoſe 
who doubt it, with pen, ſword, or undeniable 
witneſs. To my heirs, I leave a great right to 
the confiſcated Trenckiſh eſtate; and this book, 
in which is my acquired diploma. Witneſſes of 


their 


* 
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BARON” TRI NE RK. 9 
their race, and real friends are ſtill living in 
Pruſſia, and I have good grounds to hope, that 
they will not diſgrace the aſhes of him who leaves 
them his name; enough is ſaid for myſelf, and 
for thoſe to whom I leave this hiſtory of my 
lie e % $078 3 
I Will not ſpeak of my infant years; this book 
ſhall not be a childiſh romance; i ſerious hiſtory, 
with true and wonderful: adventures, require 
room in theſe pages. | 

My conſtitution was ſanguine and choleric, 
which, even in my fifty-fourth. year, was not 
much altered; an inclination for pleaſure, and a 
volatile diſpoſition, were faults born with me, 
and which my inſtructors had to combat. The 
heart was pliant ; but a noble thirſt after Know- 
ledge, a zealous mind, a reſtleſs activity, and 
wherever an opportunity offered, an unbounded 


ambition were the ſprings from which my en- 


lightened father judged I ſhould become a uſeful 
man; ſcarce was Ia child when a ſpecies of pride 
was viſible, which ſeemed to have an inward 
hold. A clear- ſighted tutor, who attended me 
from my ſixth to my thirteenth year, ſtrove, but 


in vain, to turn this reigning pride into a mode- 


rate ſelf. love; owing to a conſtant habit of being 
buſied with books, owing to recreations and 


praiſe, labour became amuſement, learning 


F 
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amiliar, and the ſtricteſt education an unfelt 
Aen. | | 
My natural talents became at length properly 

employed, and by daily uſe, my memory ſo 


ſtrong, that in an hour and a half I could learn 


a whole latin taſk of four or five pages; 
moſt ſchool books, ſuch as Cicero, Cornelius, 
Curtius, and Virgil, I was obliged to tranſlate 
into German, then again into Latin, and the 
bible I knew from beginning to end. | 


— 


When a youth has a patient and truly learned 
preceptor, who, at the ſame time, loves him, and 
feels a pleaſure in inſtructing. When this youth, 

rom his ſixth till his thirteenth year, is em- 
ployed from five o'clock in the morning till 
ſeven at night, at the ſame time poſſeſſes a 
moderate defire to learn, a healthy body, a 
good capacity, and memory ; when his teacher 
knows how to manage his fire, then only is it 
poſſible t he may become a ſcholar like 


gone 


myſelf in his thirteenth year, who 
through all common ſchool ſtudies, and is fit to 
enter into higher branches of ſcience at the uni- 


verſity. I acquired fo thorough a knowledge of 
univerſal hiftory, that even now, in the ſixtie 
year of my age, I could almoſt name every Ro- 
man regent, and emperor, all great and learned 

WE: men, 
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BARON TRENCK 7 
men, and mention the century in which they 
lived. | 

I had done as a in geography a 3 
ing; and can at preſent ſketch every country 
without looking at maps, with its bounds, rivers, 
and principal towns. My father ſpared no 
expence, where there was an. opportunity of 
learning any thing; and my hours of diverſion 
were ſpent in fencing, dancing, riding, and vault- 
ing. Whenever I grew tired, or appeared diſ- 
guſted, it was only promiſing me after I had 
done my leſſon, a couple of hours to ſhoot, fiſh, 
walk, or ride; and in the midſt of the hardeſt 
taſks, joys overſpread my whole ſoul. 

I was not confined to dead books, which ſerve 
only to fill the head and form a learned man; &. 
tention was paid to the heart, manners, and mo- 
ral feelings of youth. My inſtructor was no 
lover of catechiſm. I had already read too much 
of the bible, and ſtarted objections which he ge- 
nerally confuted by ſilence or a ſmile; by theſe 
means were inſtilled into me, virtue, modeſty, 
moderation, a command of my paſſions, gene- 
roſity, philanthropy, patriotiſm, a thirſt after 
honor, the duty of a citizen, and Honeſty, on 
every occaon. 


My 
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My parents and preceptor were Lutherans, con- 
ſequently, I never was taught blindly to believe 
what the clergy chuſe to inculcate. 

became acquainted with Rome, through the 
ſcandalous church hiſtory ; and ever felt in my 


heart, an unconquerable hatred to force, bi- 


gotry and deceit. 


Neither was my tutor fond of the ſtory of de- 
vils, ghoſts, wandering ſouls, or witches ; there- 


fore, when arrived at man's eftate, I had none 


of thoſe prejudices to fight againſt, which often 
have ſuch an effect upon ſome minds, as 
even, at laſt, to produce a pious profligate, a 


| fantaſtical dreamer, or, in the courſe of time, 


an unbridled atheiſt. 


May eternal rewards, eternal bleſſings, for this 


liberal plan of education, attend the ſhade of 


my worthy father, and the man he choſe for my 


| guide!— The effects of noble and religious prin- 
ciples have comforted and ſtrengthened me in 
all the calamities of my life, and fortified me in 


the bittereſt conflicts. The contents of this 
hiſtory, will diſcover to every clear-ſighted 
reader, the ſource from which my firmneſs, in 
adverſity, and manly ſcorn, in the greateſt "ng 
gers, are derived. 


To the man who has a taſte for the ſciences, 


and is reſolved to pul himſelf forw ard in them, 


nothing 
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nothing ſeems inſurmountable. That man will 
not even complain of ennui in a jail, he knows 


how to diſtinguiſh real from imaginary evils, 


and remains immoveable amidſt the ſtorms of 
fortune, © the wreck of matter, and cre of 
« worlds.” 

I was allowed but few hours of recreation, for 
I was conſtantly meddling in quarrels ; and wher- 


ever any trick was to be played, as frightening ' 


the ſervants with hobgoblins, or ſecretly taking 
ſugar or fruit ; little Frederick was ſure to be 
the author, at leaſt, always ſuſpected as ſuch; 
by theſe means I became practiſed in little fly 
evaſions, and could artfully diſguiſe truth. For 
againſt force, deceit is often the beſt defence. 
My vivacity was unbounded ; any thing might 
be done with me by fair means, whereas blows, 
or harſh treatment, always rendered me paſſionate 
and obſtinate; the whole of my education, at 
that time, was founded on ambition, praiſe, and 
blame; becauſe a quick conception, and con- 
tinual application, made me ſooner wiſe than 
the reſt of my play-fellows ; becaule I faw myfelf 
admired and praiſed by every body, my felf-love 
unobſervedly changed itſelf into pride; and a 
certain kind of diſdain for mankind, which 
_ clings to my grey hairs, has cauſed me many 
| Arifes in this world, ns r to my pen that 


biting 


£59 
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biting ſatirical tone interwoven in all my wri- 
tings, which has made thoſe, who do not perſon- 
ally know me, look upon me as a reſtleſs, dan- 
- gerous man ; the very oppoſite to my character. 

My father was a downright ſoldier, and his 
ſons were all to be brave nnd; ambitious. If one 
offended, or affronted the other, there was no 
pulling hair, but a formal challenge with wooden 
ſwords, which were covered over with leather; 
and the old man looked laughing on as we ſa- 
bred each other ; by this means, we committed 
the fault of ſeeking quarrels, to be rewarded for 
the victory; this overſight cauſed my brother 
and me many difficulties. 

Nothing could rouze me more = to hear an- 
other praiſed; I wiſhed to know more than 
every body, and a quarrel was ſure to enſue 
when we met; this fault, which was not in time 
carrected, made ſo diſadvantageous an impreſ- 
fion on my mind, that in every adventure of my 
lite, I rather choſe to fall, than ſtoop, or give 
way to any proud overbearing man. I attacked 
and affronted every one who ſeemed to deſpiſe 
me, and wiſhed too ſoon to claſs myſelf amongſt 
the Great : from thence grew that envy and its 
conſequences, which I afterwards often got the 


better of by forbearance and moderation; but if 
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onee it fairly came to the point, then my ambi- 
tion would never yield; theſe trials were often - 
attended with ſucceſs; from whence aroſe that 
caſt of temper, that with the beſt of hearts, 
which never could offend an equal, I felt a 
pleaſure in doing good, and ſupporting. the 
weak and defenceleſs; thoſe who were my 
dependents, I never could puniſh, or was capa- 
ble of abuſing. On the contrary, deſpiſed, and 
was ever ready to attack ſuch as aſſumed the do- 
mineering face of power and authority. I had 
accordingly to contend with the mighty, becauſe 
I would not ſubmit, nor had learnt to hang my 
cloak according to the wind; becauſe my inſtruc- 
tor, to my eyes, appeared but a fond ſchool pe- 
dant, and. not a man caculated to fit me for 
the great world, by-deceit, ora feigned humility; 
becauſe. my underſtanding was too ſoon ripe, 
and I was left at the univerſity to my own 
conduct; on theſe accounts will be found adven- 
tures. in the occurences of my life, which have 
_ precipitated me to the loweſt ebb of human for- 
tune; becauſe I truſted too much to my own 
ability, could not parry envy, but rather gave 
her arms againſt me; if I reckon defence againft 
great, Or againſt bad men, amongft the deeds of 
heroes, then, perhaps, I have withſtood the 
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eſt be; ; incenſed againſt all ſelf- power, 


I would ſuffer no bounds of honor to be pre- 


ſcribed me by ſuch governors, to whom I was 


Fuperior, who poſſeſſed a mean ſoul, and who 


appeared to me but worthy of ſcorn. I had never 
learnt to diſtinguiſh men; I hoped to find every 
where, juſtice, generoſity, and ſcience; I ex- 
pected every thing according to my ſchool books. 
1 began with blaming, then followed fatire ; 


Hence aroſe enemies, who craftily kept awake 
whilſt. I ſlumbered in my inward defence- 


leſs virtue, and I was ſure to fall a victim to jea- 


loufy, or exaſperated revenge. 


From the nobleſt and beſt care of my educa- 
tion to make me a happy man, the contrary ef- 
fect was produced, either through a neglect or 
diſregard of ſuch principles as are neceſſary, in a 
defpotic ſtate. Will a man, with republican 
principles of the nobleſt freedom and philan- 
thropy, arrive by his talents 'to fill the poſts 
of honor in Frederick's dominions? What 
a contradiction! What a miſtaken idea!!! I 
was brought up for the ſervice of a deſpotic 


country, with the grounds, with the whole en- 
thuſiafm of a free-born man. I was neither 


taught to know, or give way*to the rod of ſla- 
very, but to deſpiſe it; is it a wonder if my ears 
never could endure its ſmack, and I was treated 

as 
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as a rebel? Reformers generally ceive their 
laurel wreath in their grave; in this life they 


pine in a priſon, or ſigh in a mad-houſe. And 1. 


never ſhould have ſtrove againſt the honors of 


martyrdom, had my fate been diſcovered to me. 


The circumſtances of my life are ſurely wonder- 
ful and improving; you may ſee in me an ex- 
ample of a young man, whoſe heart was noble and 
pliant, whoſe education had every advantage, 
who was addicted to no crime, who only ſtrove 
to acquire knowledge, honor, and virtue ; who 
never ſuffered himſelf to be miſlead. by bad 


company; who never was intoxicated in his 


life; who never was fond of gambling, Who 


never ſpent his time in idleneſs or debauchery, 
whoſe: only intent was to become. a uſeful man. 
Hereafter entangled in ſuch a labyrinth of for- 


tune, as might even have been looked upon 


too cruel for a villain, or the moſt abandoned- of 
his ſpecies. 


I will never ſpare myſelf in my memoirs, or 


endeavour to palliate any fault in my conduct, 
which I hope will make a greater impreſſion on 
the inexperienced, and prove to their advantage: 
this is the aim of my ſincere painting of the part 
which, thank God, I have acted in the Wy 
no tragedy. 


1 never 
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I never enjoyed the wonted pleaſures of youth 


or childhood: the whole day was taken up with 


learning, on this account, my fleep was often in- 
terrupted, particularly as my tutor was an old 
man, who, becauſe he could not ſleep himſelf, 
allowed me but little repoſe. I was unfortunate 
even 1n my eighteenth year, and languiſhed, 
without guilt, in priſon at Glatz. 

Asa man, I had a thouſand hardſhips to lug. 
gle againſt. I lived to ſee my patrimony twice 
confiſcated; and ſat chained in a jail at Magde- 
burg, from my twenty-ſeventh to my thir- 
ty-ſeventh year, without ſeeing the light of day. 
Since my liberation, I have conſtantly had evils 
and proſecutions to combat, which the laſt vo- 
lume of this hiſtory will make known to the 
aſtoniſhment of every feeling reader, and to the 
open ſhame of my perſecutors. Now I am grey, 


the infirmities of age break in upon me, the fire 


extinguiſhes, the members fink, the. power of 


oppoſition 1 is enfcebled, and requires a ſpecies of 


patience, which, till now, I never knew. 

My children are growing up, and I reproach 
myſelf for having curtailed their rights from my 
inflexibility. Before me, I perceive nothing but 
cares; and around 'me, nought | but dangerous 


| enemies; behind me, I ſee the ſetting fun of invi- 


tation, 


. ee re es 
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tation, whoſe rays, inſtead of reviving me, ſerve 
but to enlighten my grave. I feel, however, what 
the ſage feels, who knows the world and men. 
J feel, I ſay, that I have lived enough, and long 
for repoſe, which, for men like me, 1s but to be 
hoped for after death. Happy is he who can 
ſay at its appearance, like Seneca, | 


Si deus mibi largiret facultatem, ut ex bac etate 
repubeſcerem, Sin cunis vagiam, valde recurarem, 
quia nolo a carcere ad carcer revocari. | Nec. mibt | 
libet deplorare vitam, nec me vexiſſe pænitet; gui 
fic vixi, ut me fruſtra natum non exiſtimen, Sc. 


If God would allow me to be a child again, I 
would certainly refuſe the boon, becauſe I do 
not wiſh to be diſcharged from one priſon, to be 
conducted to another. I do not repent that I 
live; ſtill leſs do J repent that I have lived, as T 
have lived in ſuch a manner as convinces me { 
was not born without reaſon. | 


"This ſpoke the heathen Sneak. on the 
contrary, a chriſtian, can ſay in my life time, to 
every monarch, and after death, to my Cod, 
without bluſhing, without ſtammering or fear, 
Do with me according to my works.” 


1 have 
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I have ſtopped in the beginning of my life, at 


my childiſh years, theſe are the moſt impor- 


tant ; as the conſequences of our fortune depends 
on our education, I have expoſed the overſight 
in mine. My ſoul always panting after diſ- 
tinction, my head conſtantly employed and 


_ elated with the feelings of my worth, and 


my rights as a man, were not the tools neceſſary 
in a monarchical ſtate, to aſcend the ſteps of the 
firſt fellow labourers; people of this Kind, en- 
lightened honeſt men, are alw ways oppreſſed and 
fettered like ſlaves. 

If my preceptor had taught me the art of deceit, 
hypocriſy, and fawning meanneſs, I ſhould have 


long ſince been a field-marſhal, in quiet poſſeſ- _ 


ſion of my Hungarian eſtate, and not have ſpent 
the moſt precious of my days 1 in Nader 
. 
But how groſsly may che beſt of rota be 
miſtaken in their choice of governors for their 


children in ſchemes to their diſadvantage ! For 


inſtance, If in a deſpotic land, a youth of great 
talents and love for his country, is brought up 
with elevated ideas of virtue and honor; if his 


enlightened underſtanding ſtruggles againſt pre- 
judice, and juſtice and honeſty are the object of 


his wiſhes, he will ſurely never become a favo- 
rite at court, or a miniſter, ſtill leſs a director of 
- police; 
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police; but a ſure contradictor, a caſt-off un- 
fortunate man, or perhaps a mutineer. 

In ſuch countries, the prieſt is the ſafeſt, the 
beſt inſtructor in all ſchools, univerſities and 
confeſſionals, but never will he form a great 
man, a Marcellus, a Scipio, a Newton, or a 
Leibnitz. Cicero would be mute, Cato prefer 
death, and Socrates drain the poiſoned cup. 

I will on this occaſion, make another remark 
on my method of being brought up, which was 
ſurely one of the nobleſt and beſt. 

To a quick ſpirit, a fiery conſtitution, and a 
happy and great genius, great faults are always 
united ; whoever does not treat theſe ſometimes 
with 'a reaſonable 1ndulgence, but exerts 
force againſt nature, will certainly. miſs his aim; 
and he that ſtrives, out of a ſanguine, animated 
youth, to produce a ſtrict landlord, caſhier, or 
book-keeper, 1s deceived, and haſtens his Pg $ 
misfortune. 

My ereateſt fault was ever a too far puſhed ge- 
neroſity and open heartedneſs. I gave more than 
I ſhould give, and forgot myſelf; that perhaps 
proceeded from pride, which overballanced ſelf- 
preſervation; I truſted too much to myſelf, fell 
into want, by that into all kind of troubles, and 
was trulyextravagant in doing good. Why? Be- 


cauſe in my childhood I knew too little the 
VOL I. CG OE worth 
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worth of money; in my youthful years I was in 
ſuch good circumſtances, owing to the advan- 
tages nature had given me, that I never want- 
ed it. 

But to return to the hiſtory itſelf. In the year 
1739, and the thirteenth year of my age, my fa- 
ther found it neceſſary, and my tutor thought me 
qualified to begin the ſtudies of auniverſity. I was 
delivered over to the renowned profeſſor Kowa- 
lewſky, who has formed many great men for his 
country, and lodged: and boarded with fourteen 
other young noblemen in his houſe : the re- 
ſtraint, the order, the ſtrict application of this 
houſe of learning, did not pleaſe theſe raw ſtu- 
dents. I was the youngeſt amongſt more than 
three thouſand five hundred, and. knew more 
than twenty-four-years academiſts; every body 
admired my youth and capacity; for it is per- 
haps unexampled, that a boy of thirteen ſhould 
be a ſtudent in a Lutheran univerſity, fit to fre- 
quent collegia juridica, and the higheſt forms. All 
this rouſed my ambition, but at the ſame time 
increaſed my ſelf-eſteem. \ 

In the year 1740, my worthy. Guher died at 
Mertz, and my mother married count Loſtange, 
lieutenant-colonel of Kiowſky's regiment of cui- 
raſſiers; ſhe left Pruſſia, and went with her huſ 
band to Breſlau; my ſiſter married the only ſon 
7 : of 
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of old general Waldow, who leſt the cavalry and 
retired with her to his eſtate of Hamme, in Bran- 
denburg; I loft all that was dear to me : and 
my- ſecond brother Louis was appointed enſign in 
Kiowſky's regiment ; the youngeſt ay mother 
took with her to Sileſia. 

I was now alone, and left to my ſelf; my aviſhr 
was my grandfather, preſident of the court of 
Juſtice at r one of the moſt learned men in 
the country; he loved me infinitely; I palled whole 
days in his company; he took a pleaſure in in- 
ſtructing me, and much do I owe to his precepts; 
he was proud of his grandſon, overlooked all my 
little foibles, and gave me more money than I 

had occaſion for. 

I neglected nothing in my . attended 
the collegia juridica, phyſica, mat hematica, and 
P#1loſophica; repeated every thing privately to my 
profeſſor at home, and was, on account of my 
uncommon memory, the darling and admiration 
of all my teachers. In engineering and drawing, 
I was one of the moſt ſkilful. The Italian and 
French languages I had learnt at home: 

Towards the end of the year 1740, I chanced 
to have a diſpute with a Mr. Wallenrodt, who 
ſtudied in the ſame houſe with me; he was a 
ſtout man, deſpiſed my youth, and gave me a 
blow. I challenged him as a ſtudent, with the 


5 „„ ſword, 


Co 
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ſwprd, but he did not appear, and laughed at 
me; therefore I choſe. a ſecond, attacked him 
in the ſtreet ; we fought, T had the good fortune 
to wound him 1 in the arm, and at laſt in the 


hand. 
Doctor Kowalew ſky ine againſt me at 


the univerſity, and I was . confined three hours 


at the beadles. But my grandfather, who was 


pleafed with my ſpirit, and boaſted of my be- 


haviour, took me immediately from his houſe, 
and placed me with the profeſſor Chriſtian. 
Here I enjoyed the moſt perfect freedom; and 
I have to thank this man for all my knowledge of 
natural hiſtory, .and many other ſciences; he 
loved me as a father, converſed with me ſome- 
times till midnight, on learned ſubjects, and gave 
me a true taſte for literature and the ſublime arts. 
He taught me the firſt principles of the know- 
ledge of mankind, from phyſiognomy and ana- 
tomy ; under his tuition, in the year 1740, 1 
made a public diſcourſe, and defended two the- 
ſes in the univerſity, with uncommon applauſe ; 
an honor never betore REIN by a youth of ſix- 


teen. 
Three days Alder this laſt diſplay of my takes; 


1 was provoked, and even obliged to fight with 
a very quarrelſome fellow; I gave him a thruft 


in the PP; and immediately appeared at the 
| i univer- 
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univerſity with a large broad ſword, and other 
marks of victory. 

This was the conſequence of my education, 
which would always have led me into diſputes, 
if I had not received from nature a good and 
feeling heart, and fallen into the greateſt mis- 
fortunes even in the boiſterous fire of my youth, 
which forced me back to the paths of virtue. 

Scarce fourteen days aſter this adventure, a 
lieutenant of the garriſon inſulted my friend, who _ 
was not bleſſed with a courageous ſoul. I un- 
dertook his defence; we fought not far from the 
caſtle, and my adverſary returned home with 
two wounds. 

Here I beg leave to explain, that the univerſi- 
ty then enjoyed great privileges; little ſcuffles 
were looked upon as honorable, and permitted, 
for they were ſcarce to be hindred. There were 
no leſs than five hundred young fiery no- 
blemen from Livonia, Courland, Sweden, Den- 
mark and Poland, who ſtudied in Konigſberg. 
Since that time, all irregularities are checked ; 
but on the contrary, the univerſity has declined, 
till the preſent polite manners have convinced 
the ſtudents, that they muſt learn with emula- 
tion, but not quarrel, or maim thoſe limbs 
which only ſhould bleed with honor for their 
country. 
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In November 1740, the king ſent his adju- 
tant-general, Baron Willick of Lottum, upon 
buſineſs to Konigſberg, he was related to my 
mother, I dined with him at my grandfather's, 
he converſed with me, and tried me with a num- 
ber of queſtions ; at length, he aſked me, as if 
in joke, if I would not go with him to erlin, 
and draw my ſword for my country, like the 
reſt of my anceſtors ; that there were better, and 
more honorable opportunities of ſquabbling with 
the army than at the univerſity. The blood of a 
ſoldier flowed in my veins; I immediately an- 


ſwered, yes; ard hn a few days went with him to 


_ Potſdam. 


The day after our arrival, I was preſented to 
his majeſty, who already knew me ſince the year 
1740, for I had then been repreſented to him as 


one of the clevereſt of the univerſity; graciouſly 
and agreeably was I received. A few proper 


anſwers to the enlightened queſtions of Fre- 
derick, my advantageous perfon, and free and 
undaunted manner, pleaſed him. I immedi- 
ately received the uniform of the garde du corps, 
as cadet, with affurances of my future promo- 
tion. | Oo : | 
The garde du Corps Was then the ſchool for 
learning, and the flower of the Pruſſian cavalry ; | 


it conſiſted but of one ſquadron of choſen men 


from 
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from the whole army; the uniform was the moſt 
magnificent in Furope ; and the equipage of an 
officer coſt two thouſand rix-dollars, or about four 
hundred pounds, even the cuiraſs was covered 
with ſolid filver, which with its mountings and 
harneſs, coft ſeven hundred rix-dollars. 

This ſquadron conſiſted of fix officers, and one 
hundred and forty-four 'men; but we had ge- 
nerally fifty or ſixty Weder) riders and 
horſes, for all whom the king thought handſome 
men, were inſtantly ſent to the guards. 

The officers of this corps are of the moſt 
choſen talents in the whole ſtate, the king him- 
ſelf forms them; they are afterwards employed 
to teach the cavalry their manœuvres, and are 
either, in a ſhort time, fortunate, or caſhiered 
for the ſmalleſt fault, or put into garriſon regi- 
ments. They muſt be independent, and poſſeſs 
ſuch qualities as may be uſeful, as well at court 
as in the army. 

No ſoldier upon earth is more mend than 
a garde du corps, for very often, in the time of 
peace, during the courſe of eight days, I have 
not had as many hours ſleep. The exerciſe begins 
at four o'clock in the morning, and all experi- 
ments, which the king tries with his cavalry, are 
performed by us, as leaping over ditches of three, 
tour, hve, or fix feet, or more, till, in theſe 
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trials of activity, ſome necks are generally broken; 
going full ſpeed over hedges, making career at- 
tacks of half a german mile, and we often re- 
turned from exerciſe with a few dead or diſ- 


horſes in the afternoon ; and at Potſdam, the 
alarm was ſometimes given twice in one night 
the horſes ſtood in his majeſty's ſtables, and who- 
ever, in the ſpace of eight minutes, did not ap- 
pear in the front of the palace properly ſaddled 
and armed, might lay his account to be puniſh- 
ed with fourteen days arreſt. 
We were very often ſcarce got home to bed 
again, when another -alarm would be given to 
accuſtom the youth to vigilance. In one year 
I loſt three horſes, which, with the exerciſe, 
were either foundered, or had their legs broken, 
in ſhort, the garde du corps loſt then, in one 
yearis peace, more men and horſes, than after- 
wards before the enemy in two battles. | 
At that time we had three different quarters; 


| 
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exerciſing months, in Charlottenburg; and in 
ſummer, at Potſdam, or wherever the king was; 
all the ſix officers dined with his majeſty, and 
on gala days, with the queen; conſequently, 
there could be no where on earth, a better ſchool 
| a Pe, © 


in winter, at Berlin; in ſpring, or during the 


abled men and horſes ; we went out with freſh 
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than ac both for the ſoldier, and man 950 the 
world. | 

I had been 3 three weeks a cadet, when 
the king called me aſide after the church parade, 
examined me more than half an hour in dif- 
ferent branehes of ſcience, and ordered me to 
attend him the day following. 

He put my ſtrong and much talked of memory 
to the teſt, by placing the names of fifty ſoldiers 
before me, and in four minutes and a half I] 


learnt them by heart; he gave me ſubject for 
two letters, which I immediately finithed, at - 
the ſame time, in French and Latin, one 1 


wrote myſelf, the other I dictated; and with a 
pencil, I was obliged, in a hurry, tO {ketch the 
plan of a country. 
He appointed me, upon the ſpot, a cornet in 
the garde du corps; and every expreſſion of his 
princely eloquence, was a ſpark which made my 
ſoul burn for him, for his ſervice, and for my 
country. He ſpoke as a king, as a father, and 
at the ſame time, as a connoiſſeur and admirer 
of great talents. He ſaw, and was ſenſible what 
he had to expect from me; and from this mo- 
ment, he was himſelf my ingructor, my friend, 
and my monarch. 
My ſituation as cadet had ce laſted three 
weeks, and few in my country can boaſt of 
| ſuch 
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ſuch fortune under the wiſe ſceptre of Frede- 


ric k. | 
I now became an officer in the firſt guards ; 
the king made me a preſent of two horſes from 
his own ſtables, and one thouſand rix-dollars to 
contribute to my coſtly equipage. I was a cour- 
tier, a ſage, and an officer in the moſt poliſhed, 
the moſt honorable, and moſt learned ſchool for 
a ſoldier in Europe. My exertions in the ſer- 
vice had no bounds; and in the year 1742, I 
was already choſen by his majeſty to teach the 
Silefian cavalry the new manceuvres ; an honor 
never before conferred on a youth of eighteen. 
In winter, we were in garriſon at Berlin, where 
the officers. had their table at court; and as the 
report of my amazing memory ſoon made me 
beloved and known to every body, no one on 
earth lived happier than myſelf.—- The mo- 
narch recommended me to his learned com- 
pany; Voltaire, Maupertuis, Jordan, la Met- 
trie, and Polnitz, were my friends. I toiled 
by day in the ſchool of a ſoldier, and ftrove by 
night to extend my knowledge. Polnitz was 
my guide, and my boſom friend; in every . 
ſpect, my ſituation was enviable. 

In the year 1743 J had grown to five feet 
eleven inches, nature had been ſparing to me 
of no advantage, ſuited to pleaſe, or win the 
| ; hearts 
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cc make me eaſy about my loſs, 
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hearts of men. I lived without enemies, With. 


out envy, and my luxury was a noble thirſt for 


fame. | 

As yet I had never experienced love, of ten- 
derneſs; the frightful appearance of the hoſ- 
pitals at Potſdam, 1D me from going 
aſtray. 


In the winter of the year 1743, was the mar- 


riage of the king's ſiſter, in Sweden, the pre- 


ſent widowed queen, and mother to the reign- 


ing Guſtavus; as officer of the guard, I had the 
honor to eſcort the bride as far as Stettin. The 


croud on this occaſion was amazing; and al- 


though officer of the guard, I had the kinder part 


of my red velvet ſuperveſte, with the rich ci- 
per's work, cut off by a thief, and my watch 
ſtolen, this cauſed a little raillery againſt me, 
and a lady of great quality took a convenient op- 
portunity of whiſpering to me, © ſhe would 
the expreſſion 
was accompanied with ſuch a look, as I wil- 


lingly underſtood, and in a few days 1 was the 
| happieſt man in Berlin; on both fides it was our 
firſt love; and as I was bound by the ſtricteſt 


honor, 1 never regret any misfortune of my life, 
which may have ſprung from ſo noble a ſource 
the ſecret will accompany me to the grave. And 


although this ſilence cauſes a vacuum in one of 
the 
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yet there are ſome old Pruſſians, who alone will 
underſtand it, and they, in all probability, may 
never read my hiſtory. 

I would rather be reproached by the preſent 


age, and by poſterity, for having fabricated an 


untrue ſtory ; rather here and there appear unin- 
telligible, than act unthankfully towards my 
friend and protectreſs 


She lives ſtill, and thinks of me now, as ſhe 


did forty-three years ago: to her I owe the for- 
mation of my manners and perſonal qualities. 
In my misfortunes, ſhe never deſpiſed, never 


abandoned me; and to my children alone, Iwill 
tell to whom they are indebted tor my preſer- 


vation. 


I was in every view happy at Berlin; I was 


eſteemed and beloved; my king took every op- 


portunity of ſhewing me kindneſs; my female 


friend gave me more money than I wanted, and 


my equipage was ty the moſt clegant 1 in the 


guard. 
My expences began to be remarked, 1 from 
my father, I inherited only the eſtate of Shar- 


lack, which brought me in about one thouſand 


rix-dollars yearly, and in a month I often 18 c | 


More. 
8 People 


the moſt important occurences of my life, and 
may be a riddle which the reader cannot clear up:; 
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People began to form conjectures, but we were 
ſo cautious, that nobody but the king could diſ- 
cover us, who, as I afterwards underſtood, or- 
dered me to be watched whenever 1 went from 
Potſdam, or Charlottenburg, without leave, and 

returned to the parade. My abſence was twice re- 
marked, and I was ordered to be put under ar- 
reſt ; but his majeſty was contented with the ex- 
cuſe I' made of having been at the chaſe, and 
ſmiled graciouſly as he pardoned me. ; 


No man ever ſpent the fiery days of his youth 


at Berlin, in a pleaſanter, happier, or more flou- 
riſhing and uſeful way than I did. I could fill 
a whole volume with adventures, but my own 
require too much room ; no amorous tales are 
to be told in this tragical hiſtory of my life. I 


wiſh to appear before the eyes of the world in. 
my true ſhape, and give information and council 


by my example. I will point out why my chil- 
dren, owing to my ill fortune, have loſt fuch great 
and lawful riches. I wanted only- an hundred 


thouſand men to regain them!! but JI will, at 


leaſt, leave to my heirs my rights. and e 


ſions. 
In the beginnigg of September 1744, the war 


broke out betwixt Auſtria and Pruſſia; we march 
ed immediately, and without oppoſition through : 


Saxony towards Prague. 


What 


IG ** 3 OY 8 3 4 
ASE Ie RE, ans crate HR 
mn ron WELD > —_— 


_ 


WG 
her ET 2 8 Res IS, 


r — —ů ee Rs" — 


a | MEMOIRS Or 


What che great Frederick ſaid with ſuch touch- 
ing ſadneſs the morning of our march, on which 


the aſſembled officers appeared before him at 
Potſdam, muſt not be found in theſe pages. But 


whoever dare write the biography of him or 
Thereſa, without fear or flattery, let him come 
to me to learn a few remarks worthy of atten- 
tention, which never will be known to poſterity 
without me, and never under my name. 
Every monarch is in the right when he begins 
a war; and in the churches, on both ſides, they 
pray for victory and juſtice. But enough !—This 
time Frederick took up arms unwillingly, of 


which I was a witneſs. If 1 do not miſtake, the 


king's army was before Prague on the 14th of 
September, and Schwerin arrived a day later 


on the other fide of the Mulda. 


We were obliged to wait here eight days tor 
our pontoons; but the governor had allowed the 


French to come before the town tho year before, 


andthis haſtened our preparations for a fiege. 
The Ziſchkan hill which commanded the 
town, was defended by about forty Croatians only, 
conſequently was ſoon mounted by a few grena- 
ders; the batteries at the foot of it played the 
fifth day upon the town, and ſet it in flames with | 


red hot ſhot and bombs. 


General 
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General Harſþ thought it moſt adviſable to 


capitulate, and after twelve days defence, in 
| which ſomething leſs than five hundred men had 


been killed or wounded, he ſurrendered himſelf, 
with eighteen thouſand men, I mean able men, 
as priſoners of war. Hitherto nobody had op- 
poſed our progreſs; but about this time Prince 
Charles came roma the Rhine to protect Bo- 
hemia. 

In this campaign we never could come NEAT 


the enemy. Their light troops, which were 
treble the number of ours, prevented us from 


foraging; want and hunger obliged us to retire, 
as every thing in our rear was conſumed or laid 


_ waſte; the ſevere weather in Noveraber made the 


ſoldiers unwilling to act, and in leſs than fix 


weeks we loſt forty-two thouſand by diſeaſe and 
deſertion. Trenck's corps of Pandours was al- 


ways harraſſing our rear, and cauſed us great un- 
caſineſs and loſs, without ever coming within 
cannon ſiot. At length Prenck crofſed the 
Elbe, and burnt all our magazines at Pardubitx; 
it was then reſolved to retreat. The King hoped 
to force Prince Charles to a battle between Ben- 


neſbhau and Kaunmfritæ, but in vain; the Saxons, 


during the night, had erected a battery of twenty- 
three pieces of cannon upon a bank betwixt two 


dikez, where the King wiſhed to pals through to 


make 
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make the attack. We were obliged to hve 
Bohemia ; the cavalry was exceedingly diſtreſſed 


for want of forage. The cold diſagreeable wea- 


ther, bad roads, daily marches, and being con- 
tinually harraſſed by the enemy's light troops, 


made the ſoldiers grumble, and near a third of 


the army deſerted. If Prince Charles had fol- 
jowed us in this ſituation, we could not have ſo 
completely beat him the June following at 2 


Strigau. He purſued us, but at a diftance to 


the-borders, then quietly went into winter quar- 
ters; by which means the king gained time to 


repair his loſs, eſpecially as in Auſtria they com- i 
mitted the fault of allowing the deſerters to re- 


turn, it happened as with the Ruſſian pri ſoners, 
whom Charles the XIIth ſuffered to eſcape from 
captivity, and who were afterwards the means of 
his overthrow at Pultotoa. | 
Prague was left with. great loſs, and Trenck 
made Hirhlelf maſter of Tebor, Budweiſs, and 
Frauenberg, where he rook the regiments of 
Walrabe and Kreutz priſoners. 
Nobody is more acquainted with this cam- 
paign than iny ſelf, for I acted as adjutant to his 
majeſty; did the duty of ſeeing the tents pitched; 


headed moſt of the reconnoitring parties, and 


during fix weeks was employed in foraging for 
head quarters; on wich account I was con- 
| binually | 


tinually galloping about with mounted jagers and 


huffars, whom I commanded at pleaſure, for 


his majeſty allowed me but fix men from the 
guards ; during the whole campaign, I ſlept but 
a few nights in my tent; and my indefatigable 


zeal for the ſervice, gained me the moſt perfect 


favor and his majeſty's entire confidence. 
Public praiſe heated me even to enthuſiaſm ; 
for ſometimes, I had the good fortune to bring 


ſixty and eighty forage waggons ſafe to quar= 


ters, when all our foragers were either maimed, 
deſerted, or returned empty, at a time when 
hunger began to ſteal amongſt us, and nobody, 
on account of the pandours and huſſars, durſt ſtir 
from camp. 

As ſoon as we returned to Sileſia, our _— 


marched to winter in Berlin. I do not here mean 


to write an account of the Bohemian war; only 
to remark what ſeems connected with my own. 
_ hiſtory. ; 

Near Great ed, I rid out with thirty 


huſfars and twenty jagers, to forage. I ordered 
the huſſars into a cloiſter, and went myſelf with 


the jagers to a nobleman's chateau; we drove the 


waggons into the farm-yard, and r to load 


them with hay and ſtraw. i 
An Auſtrian lieutenant of huſſars, wk thirty- 
ſix men, had obſerved me, and my little party, 
VOL. I. | D from 
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from behind a hedge; my people were all bur 


loading, my careleſs vidette was ſurpriſed, and 


in a moment, the enemy was in the -farmer's 


yard, and every one of my men priſoners. I was 
' fitting contentedly in the houſe, with the young 
. _ miſtreſs, when I perceived this dreadful fight 


from the window; I was undetermined, and 


aſhamed of my imprudence. The amiable young 


lady, wiſhed to hide me; when, ſuddenly, I 


heard a firing in the yard. In ſhort, my huſ- 


_  fars, whom I had detached to the cloiſter, learnt, 
from a peaſant, that an Auſtrian party was in 
_ ambuſh; they perceived them creeping after us 


to the farm-yard ; purſued them full ſpeed, and 
ſurrounded them in leſs than two minutes after 


they had ſurpriſed us. With what alacrity did 


1 run down to join them] A few huſlars 


eſcaped; we took a lieutenant and twenty-two 
priſoners; two were ſhot, and five wounded. I 
loſt two of my own party, who were cut to Pieces 


in the hay-ſtable. 


The foraging was immediately conducted with 


more care: the horſes we took, were yoked to 


the waggons; and after I had brought one hun- 
dred and fifty ducats from the neighbouring 
cloiſter, which I divided among my party, to 
ſtop their mouths, and bound them to ſecreſy, I 


made the beſt of my 85 to "= from 


which 


* 
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which E was about two German miles diſ- : 
rant ; on every ſide of me I heard a conſtant - : 
firing, the foraging parties were every where at- 1 
tacked. A lieutenant and forty horſemen, who [ 
had eſcaped the enemy, joined me, and ſtrength- b | 
ened my convoy; from him I learnt, that more þ 

than eight hundred huſſars and pandours were [ 
ſkirmiſhing in front of me; this made me : 
change my route; and I arrived, with my pri- 


ſoners and twenty-five loaded waggons, fafe at 
head quarters. The king was fitting at table . 
the very time I entered his tent; and as I had 
been the whole night abſent, every body con- 
ceived I was taken priſoner, a misfortune which 
had happened to numbers on that day. 
Immediately on my entry, the king afked, 
« Do you come alone?“ —“ No, pleaſe your | 
_ « majeſty, I bring with me twenty-five loaded i 
« waggons, and twenty prifoners, with their q 
<« officers and horſes.” He made me inſtantly fit 
next him, and addreſſing himſelf to the Engliſh 
ambaſſador, tapped me on the ſhoulder, and ſaid, 
© C'eſt un matader de ma Jeuneſſe. The recon- 
noitring party was by this time in frent of the 
door; he aſked a few queſtions, at each of which 
I trembled ; and excufed myſelf on account of 
my great fatigue. | 
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In a few minutes he roſe from table; looked 
at the priſoners; threw, with his own hands, the 
order of merit round my neck; deſired me to re- 
* myſelf, and rid off. | 

My feelings at that period were | eaſily. to * | 
gueſſed. On account of my unpardonable heed- 


leflneſs I deſerved to be broke, but received this 


diſtinguiſhed reward. Is not this a true picture 


of the common occurrences of life? How many 


generals have won a battle through a fault, for 
which they have e 5 reputation of 


wiſdom! | 
The honeſt non-commiſſioned officer who freed 


me from this labyrinth, merited what I received. 


In a number of adventures of my life, where I 
expected fame, and public applauſe, honor and 


eſteem; reproach and fetters were my reward; 


and the monarch whom T ſerved with my heart 
and ſoul, deceived by flander and falſchood, pu- 


niſned me as a rebel. 
The fear leſt the truth ſhould be know of 
which there were ſo many witneſſes; and I ſhould 


be publicly affronted, was a torture which de- 
prived me of all peace and Joy. 


1 did not want for money ; I gave every tos ; 


one ducat, and each non-commiſſioned officer 


twenty out of my own purſe, to make them 
keep their council. The men loved me, and 
1} | promiſed 
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promiſed every thing; but JI reſolved to make 


a candid avowal of the truth to his majeſty, 
the firſt opportunity; which in a few days 
preſented itſelf. The king beckoned to me, 


and ſaid, © Now, Trenck, 8 me how you ma- 


* naged your laſt manoeuvre.” 


I inſtantly conjectured, that I was betrayed ; 
but his majeſty aſked me in ſo gracious a man- 


ner, that I took courage, and related to him 


the whole affair, as it really was. I perceived 
_ aſtoniſhment in his countenance; but, I ſaw 
that my candour pleaſed him, I took the ad- 
vantage of the moment; and he did not fo 
much as even reprimand me. 

He converſed with me for half an hour, not 
as a king, but as an inſtructor and father; 
praiſed my ſincerity; and finiſhed with theſe 
words, which I never ſhall forget. Confide 
in me, I'll make a man of you.” 

Let the man of feeling, judge of the effect 
this great and princely behaviour had upon 
me. From that very moment, my wiſh, my 
aim, was to ſerve my king and my country. 


I won the intire confidence of this penetrating 
monarch; daily proofs of which I received 


in the winter at Berlin. I was generally in- 


vited to his learned parties; and my future 


profpech were really enviable. During the 
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courſe of this winter, I did not receive leſs 
than five hundred ducats in preſents : but envy 
at laſt began to point her ſhafts at me; be- 
cauſe I poſſeſſed too much N and can- 
dor for a courtier. 

I wiſh to make known but one more inci- 
dent in this campaign; which in the hiſtory 
of Frederick, is worthy of remark. | 

Aſter our retreat from Bohemia; the king, 
with his horſe and foot guards, the piquets of 
cavalry, the ſecond and third battalions of 
guards, and other regiments, were in Rollin; 
we had but four field pieces with us; our 
ſquadron lay in the ſuburbs. OE: 

Towards evening our out-poſts were driven 
into the town, and ſome huſſars followed them. 
The whole country ſwarmed with the enemy's 
light troops, and my commander Tent me to 
receive the king's orders. | 

After a long ſearch, I found his majeſty 
in the church ſteeple, with a perſpective glaſs 

| in his hand, I never ſaw him ſo uneaſy, fo 
g undetermined, as on that day. His orders 
| | were, that we ſhould immediately retire, march 
! through the town; and ſtand ready ſaddled 
il and bridled in the ſuburbs. 

Scarce were we arrived there, when it be- 
gan to rain vaotently, and grow —_— 

| | | dark. 


dark. About nine o'clock, Trenck appeared 
with his Pandours and Turkiſh muſic ; he ſet 
fire to ſome houſes; we were perceived, and 
fired upon from the windows. ” 
The confuſion became general, and the town 
ſo - full, that we could not enter; our little 
field pieces fired over the gate which was 
faſtened. Trenck had turned off the water, 
and in the middle of the night, the horſes 
were up to their girths in the flood, truly de- 
fenceleſs; we loſt ſeven men, and my horſe 
was wounded in the neck. 
It is certain, that the king, and every one 
of us would have been taken priſoners, if my 
couſin could have executed his plan (which 
he told me afterwards); but his foot was ſhat- 
tered with a cannon ſhot; he was carried back, 


and the Pandours ceaſed firing. At day break, 


the corps of Naſſau came to our aſſiſtance; we 
left Rollin; and during our march, the king 
ſaid to me, © Your ingenious couſin had nearly 
«« done us material injury laſt night; bur all 
« the deſerters bring news that he is ſhot.” 
He inquired how near I was related to him, 
and there the ſubject was dropped. 


We arrived in Berlin near the middle of 


December. I was again the moſt fortunate 


man upon carth, and received with open arms. 
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But I was leſs cautious than the year before, 
and perhaps more obſerved. A lieutenant of 
the foot guards, a perfect Ganimede (and to 
whom I had naturally an antipathy, as I al- 
ways had to ſuch mean-ſpirited pimping fel- 
lows), began to joke rather too freely about 
my private amour; I called him a raſcal; we 
drew our ſwords, and I wounded him in the 
face. The next Sunday, at the church parade, 
the king ſaid to me, en paſſant, © Young man! 
« the ſtorm is gathering which may Thortly 
« overwhelm you—take heed !!” 

18 A ſhort time after this, I came a few mo- 


* 


| ments too late to the parade. The king, who 
| had already obſerved and. miſſed me, ſent me 
| to Potſdam in arreſt; there I had a room upon 
| the long bridge; at the end of fourteen days 
= the Colonel Count Wartenſieben, came and ad- 
| viſed me to beg forgiveneſs. I was too unex- 
it perienced in the wiles of courts, to perceive 
that I was talking to a ſpy; and complained 
of my long arreſt for ſo trivial a fault, which 
was generally atoned for in three, or at moſt. 
in fix days. However, there I remained; 
| eight days afterwards, the king came to Potſ- 
| dam; I was diſpatched with letters to Dreſden, 
by General Bock, the adjutant general, with- 
out 50s] his 8 On my return, I pre- 
ſented 
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ſented myſelf to the monarch, upon the parade; 
and, as at that time our ſquadron was in Ber- 
lin; I aſked, Does your majeſty chuſe that 
« I ſhould join the troops at Berlin?” The 
anſwer was, Where do you come from?” 
« From Dreſden.” © Where were you before 
% you went to Dreſden? d Tn arreſt.” © Then 


« return there again.” Thus I was once more 


a priſoner; and remained ſo until three days 


before our departure, which was in- the be- 
ginning of May. We then marched as quick 
as poſſible to our ſecond campaign, in Sileſia. 

I muſt here relate a memorable incident of 


my life; from which ſprung the ſource of all 
the misfortunes I have ſuffered, in this world. 


I beſeech my reader to obſerve the place, and 
pity me before hand ; becauſe an honeſt man, 
and zealous patriot; was, from the moſt” inno- 
cent cauſe, involved in a web of continual 


diſtreſſes; out of which he never could. eNtrks 


cate himſelf, even from his. nineteenth to his 
ſixtieth year: . 5 
Francis Freyherr Trenck*, who commanded 
the Pandours in the emperor's ſervice, was dan- 


N 


This Trenck's father and mine were brothers. . 
will in the courſe of this work, faithfully relate his ex- 


traordinary fate, 
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gerouſly wounded in Bavaria; he wrote to my 
mother in Pruſſia, acquainting her, that he had 
appointed her eldeſt fon his ſole heir. This 
letter, my mother ſent me to Potſdam; I did 
not anſwer it, as I was then ſo” perfectly con- 
tent with myſelf and my monarch; and had 
ſuch reaſon to be ſo, that I would not have 
changed my ſituation with the Great Mogul, 
nor bartered it for the riches of Indoſtan. 
On the 12th of February, 1744, I was at 


Berlin, in company with my commander of 


the garde du corps, Captain Faſchinſky, who 
had colonel's rank in the army; along. with Lieu- 
tenant Studnita, and Cornet Wagnitx my tent 

comrade; he is alive ſtill, and commander 
general of the cavalry, at Heſſe Caſſel. The 


converſation turned on the Auſtrian Trenck ; 


and Jantbin a aſked me if J was related to 
him. 
| I anfwered him in the affirmative and i im- 
mediately told him, that he had appointed me 
his ſole heir. He aſked what anſwer 1 had 
given him? « None!” upon which the whole 
company encouraged me, not to appear un- 
grateful or indifferent about ſuch good fortune, 
at leaſt to thank him, and endeavour to pre- 
ſerve his future good opinion. My captain 
_ 80 Write him to ſend you ſome good 


Hun- 


ernte ,,, © av 
« Hungarian horſes for your equipage; give 
« me the letter, VI take care to have it con- 
« yeyed, on condition that I get one of the 
« horſes. It is no ſtate, but a private family 
« correſpondence, and I will be anſwerable, 

„ &c.” upon which I fat down, and” followed | 
the advice of my counſellor. If ever I had |} 


been allowed a hearing upon this matter, the ; 
four witneſſes who were preſent, and read the ; 
contents of my letter, could have juſtified my | 
innocence. Faſchinſty.took the letter open, ſeal- | 
ed it himſelf, and to my misfortune forwarded | 
it, I muſt treat rather largely upon this letter, 1 
as it was the oſtenſible cauſe of all my ſufferings; | 
but will firſt mention a circumſtance, which ; 
made my innocence ſuſpected. F 


In the campaign of the year 1744, a number 5 
of grooms were taken by Trenck's light troops, 
and among the reſt, mine with a couple of 
riding horſes. It ſo happened, that on the i 
day on which we moved to our encampment, | 
1 was ordered to reconnoitre with his majeſty ; 


my horſe grew tired; I acquainted him with 1 

it, and he made me a preſent of an Engliſh þ 

one. A few days afterwards, my groom re- x 

turned with my horſes, and one of the enemy's. | { 

a with a note to this purpoſe: * The 1 

4 Auftrmn Trench, is not at war with his couſin, [ 
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* che Pruſſian Trenck; he is happy that he 
« has it in his power to ſend him back the 
horſes which were taken by his Huſſars, &c. 


© &c. &c. 


On the very fame day, as I waited on his 
majeſty, he looked diſpleaſed at me, and ſaid, 


Since your couſin has returned you your own 


ce horſes, you have no occaſion for mine.“ At 


that time, there were many people envious of 
my fortune; diſagreeable jokes began to be 
ported, till at laſt, I was under the neceſſity 


of calling out a Lieutenant P***s; and proved 


by my conduct, that I had a Pruſſian heart. | 
But the adventure of the returned horſes, con- 
tributed. not a little to increaſe the ſuſpicions 
of the monarch the following year, and ac- 


celerate my downfall. I mention here every 
circumſtance. fully; not more for my own vin- 
dication, than with a view to juſtify, as much 
as poſſible, the conduct of the great Frederick 
towards me. I require no witneſſes in the 


affair; my country which believed me falſe; 


the whole army, that is, the old generals who 


are ſtill alive; the miniſtry; the court itſelf; 
and all the preſent young officers, ſpeak from 


the tradition of their forefathers of my inno- 


cence, and my right. Trenck is ſpoken of in 
Berlin, and throughout Pruſſia, as a martyr 


to 
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to honeſty; as the victim of infamous ſlander ; 
as his country's trueſt patriot; and as an ex- 


ample of a great man in hy But to 
return to my ſtory. | | 
We marched a ſecond time to the cam- 
paign in Sileſia, which proved as bloody as 
it was victorious for us. The convent of Ka- 
menz, was the king's head quarters; here we 
remained quiet fourteen days, and the army 
was cantoned. But as Prince Charles was 


ſo ill adviſed, as to retreat with his army to 


the plains of Strigau, inſtead of waiting for 
us in Bohemia; there was little doubt. of his 
being defeated. For whoever is acquainted 
with the great Pruſſian manoeuvres, and the 
true diſpoſition of battle; may eaſily gueſs the 


| party which muſt yield in an open PR, even 


in ſpite of numbers. 8 


The cantoned army- immediately broke up, 


and in twenty-four hours every thing was in 
order of battle. On the 4th of June, eighteen 
thouſand: ſlain lay on the plains of Strigau; and 
the Imperial and Saxon army were totally 
vanquiſhed. The garde du corps was upon 


the right wing; before we made the attack, 


the king called to the ſquadron, © Children, 
— ſhew to-day that you are my corps de garde; 
“ and give no Saxon quarter.” We broke in 

thrice 


% 
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thrice upon the cavalry, and twice upon the 


infantry : nothing could withſtand ſuch a ſqua- 


dron, which for men, horſes, courage, addreſs, 


and ambition, was not to be ſurpaſſed. We 


alone took ſeven ſtandards and five pair of co- _ 
lours ; and in leſs than an hour, all was over. 


I received a piſtol ſhot through my right hand, 


my horſe was dangerouſly wounded, and I was 


ſoon obliged to get another from my groom. - 
The day after the battle, every officer received 
the order of merit; but I remained four weeks 
among the wounded, at Schweidnitz, where 
about fixteen thouſand men were tortured by the 
ſurgeons, many of whom died the next day; I 
ſcarcely could uſe my hand for three months ; 
however, I returned to- the ſquadron, and did 
my duty on every occaſion ; was daily with his 


majeſty, and preſent with all reconnoitring par- 
ties; his favor and eſteem increaſed; and my 


enthuſiaſm for him, and zeal for the ſervice, 
were often carried almoſt to madneſs. 

J acted as adjutant the whole campaign. 

Theſe pages cannot admit every thing to be 


related that has connection with myſelf; how- 


ever, I cannot avoid mentioning one more Cir- 


cumſtance which will paint the character of the 
great Frederick, and his peculiar method of 
forming youth for his ſervice.— ] was particu- 


larly 
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ſtrictly forbid, I ventured to abſent myſelf with- 
out leave from the army, and returned loaded 
with pheaſants. But how was. I aſtoniſhed to 
find the army decamped, that I could ſcarce 
reach the rear guard; the ſituation of my mind 
is eaſily to be ſuppoſed ; in ſhort, an officer of 


huſſars lent me his horſe, and I overtook my 


ſquadron, which was always in the advanced 


guard, mounted my own horſe, and rid trem- 


bling in front of the troop, which I was obliged 


to conduct. The king had already miſſed me; 
or rather, my commander, who, for ſome time 
paſt had been my enemy, had reported me. Juſt 
as we were going to encamp, his majeſty rode 


towards me, and beckoned me to him. —He ſaw 


my confuſion, and aſked me with a ſmile, © Have 
« you been hunting again?” © Yes, may it 
« pleaſe your majeſty.—I beg” he would not 
allow me to continue, but ſaid, © I excuſe you 


« this time, on account of Potſdam take care 


« for the future, and think more of your duty.” 
Thus ended the matter. I muſt beg leave to re- 
mind the reader, his majeſty meant, —“ that he 
« had puniſhed me too ſeverely for a ſmall fault 
« the winter before in Potſdam, and on that ac- 


« count overlooked this.” —Could a king think, 
or act more nobly ? Is not that the molt elevated, 
5 and 
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= and ſure mode of winning the heart, correcting 
; , | | faults, and forming great men? He knew the 
x feelings of my foul: and effected more by this 
vell-timed grace, than a tyrannical general would 
have done, by threats or reproaches. 

This was the true ſchool for generals, out of 
which he found men who were worthy of his 
choice -and confidence ; perhaps, he is the only 
monarch upon earth, who can fay, I govern 
not ſlaves and ſubjects, I have patriots and real 
friends. - ” . 

Since the laſt adventure, I experienced no in- 
ftances of disfavor, except now and then at ta- 
15 ble, (for the officer of the guard always dined 
1 with the king) he would rally me upon my pen- 
i chant for the chaſe, and ſpared not his. remarks, 
&c. upon perſons of a fiery temper, who were 
np always ready with their ſwords, &c. 
1 The campaign paſſed over with conſtant ma- 
nœuvres and marches; the garde du corps had 
the leaſt repoſe; for, when the army was mov- 
ing, 'they had always the avante garde, were 
conſequently obliged to march two hours ſooner 
to take poſſeſſion of the new encampment; to be 
with the king on all reconnoitring parties; look 
for watering places for the cavalry; inſpect head 
quarters, and do duty upon the king's perſon. 
There were but ſix officers to perform thoſe ſe- 
veral 
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veral ſervices; independent of this, we were 
obliged often to act as couriers, and carry meſ- 
ſages to the different detached corps of the ar- 
my. Moreover, the king tqok care, that the 
officers of his guards, who Ds deſtined to be 
highly diſciplined, ſhould not have much idle 
time. In this ſchool, ſtudy, vigilance, and fa- 
tigue, elevated ambition, zeal, example, and 
patriotiſm, formed under the King's eye, the 
commanders of his army. This 1s the ſchool 
where I learnt, and where I was choſen one of 
the ſelect few who were deſtined to teach others. 
Notwithſtanding this, in the fortieth year of 
my life, a mighty general ſaid to me, at Vienna, 
« My dear Trenck, our exerciſe will be too hard 
« for you to learn, you are too old for it;“ ow- 
ing to this ridiculous opinion, I was reckoned an 
invalid in Auſtria, and have remained ſo until 
now. | . 
In Berlin, they muſt well have laughed at the 
wiſe judgment of this great general. But to re- 
turn to my hiſtory.— If I do not miſtake, it was 
on the 14th day of September, on Which was 
fought the famous battle of Soor or Sorau; the 
king had detached ſo many corps to Saxony, and 
to different parts of Sileſia and Bohemia; that 
in fact, the whole army did not confiſt of above 
twenty-ſix thouſand men. Prince Charles, who 
vol, 1, © u 5 
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in ſpite of all experience, eſtimated the ſtrength 
of his enemy by their numbers, had blocked up 
the regiments of Pomerania and Brandenburgh, 
thought to ſurpriſe this handful of men, and take 
them all priſoners. But obſerve, how ſecretly 
this project muſt have been contrived and exe- 
cuted ; for, towards midnight, the king came 
perſonally into my tent, and in the ſame man- 
ner wakened the reſt of the officers, ordered us 
to ſaddle with the greateſt ſtillneſs, to leave our 
baggage behind, and be ready for battle, at the 
firſt ſignal; in the mean time, all the horſes 
ſtood piqueted, and the men ready to mount. 
Lieutenant Pannewitz, and myſelf, accompanied 
the king, who delivered his orders to the whole 
army.— We waited with impatience the break: 
of day.—Oppoſite to the defile, where the king 
knew the enemy were to make their attack, eight 
field pieces were concealed behind a hillock, con- 
ſequently, he muſt have been already appriſed of 
the whole Auſtrian plan ; even the out-poſts, 
oppoſite to the riſing ground, were called in, to 
confirm the enemy in their intention of ſurpri- 
ſing us, helpleſs and aſleep. 

The day no ſooner began to break, than a 
heavy. diſcharge of artillery commenced, from 
the different heights which the enemy occupied 
round 
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round about us, and their cavalry came pouring 
through the defile.— In a moment, we were 
formed in order of battle; and in leſs than ten 
minutes, our little ſquadron, (for we had but 
five regiments of cavalry with the army) 
Charged the enemy full gallop, who were be- 
ginning very coolly to form, little expecting 
ſuch a warm reception; we drove them in 
crouds back into the defile, near which the 
king was poſted with eight field pieces, which 
made the moſt dreadful execution amongſt them ; 
their numbers, and confuſion, rendering them 
incapable of moving.—Thus, in half an hour, 
the enemy's plan was entirely fruſtrated; and - 1 
the battle won. | 

_ Nada#i, Trenck, the light troops, and the 
Croats, -who ſhould have attacked us in the rear ; 
from their eagerneſs for booty, could not be re- 
ſtrained from ſtopping to plunder our camp, 
which, ina great e contributed to our vic- 
tory. 
When the king received the news that the 
enemy were pillaging the camp: So much 
* the better,” was his reply; © they have ſome- 
« thing to occupy them, and do not hinder us.” 
We gained, it is true, the moſt complete victory, 
but at the expence of all our baggage; every 
thing, which was left at head-quarters, fell into 
5 E 2 | | the 
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the enemy's hands, and 7 renck carried off the 
king's tent and all his plate. | 
I mention this circumſtance, becauſe, in 

the year 1746, when my coufin was over- 
powered by his enemies at Vienna, and en- 
tangled in a criminal proceſs, ſome malicious 
wicked people accuſed him of having taken 
the king himſelf priſoner in bed 'at Sarau, and 
of accepting a bribe for his releaſe. Still worſe! 
A common ſtrumpet, from Brunn, was induced 
by many to paſs for the daughter of field-marſnal 
Schwerin; and depoſed, before the ſecretary of 
war at Vienna, that ſhe was in bed with the king 
when Trenck entered the tent, and aſter taking 
his majeſty priſoner, ſuffered them both eſcape. 
With regard to the firſt, I was an eye witneſs, 
that the vigilant king could not be ſurpriſed, 
eſpecially, as he was aware of their intentivn to 
attack him; I myſelf was galloping about with 
him in the camp, from midnight until four 
o'clock in the morning, where preparations were 
making to receive the enemy; conſequent- 
ly, Trenck could not have taken the king in 
bed; for the battle was nearly decided before 
he and his pandours fell upon the camp, and 
carried off the king's equipage. 
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The ftory of Mademoiſelle Schwerin can only 
be told to the ignorant, or believed by the moſt 
credulous. | | 
I ſhall dwell rather particularly on the terrible 
fate of this Trenck, and upon his criminal pro- 
ceſs, at which the enlightened world muſt be 
aſtoniſhed. His hiſtory is ſo much connect- 
ed with my own, that I ſhall be juſtifiable in 
ſo doing ; eſpecially, as a number of ignorant 
and malicious men at Vienna till - belicws, 
and relate, that the king of Pruſſia was actually 
taken priſoner by him. There 1s not on record, 
I can boldly ſay it, a Trenck, who was either a 
rogue, or a traitor. This man ſerved his queen 
with as much fidelity, as I did my king. Even 
the great, but deceived There/a herſelf, told me, 
after his death, « Your couſin has died better 
than his accuſers or judges will do.“ 7 
I come now to the firſt ſcene of my tragedy. 
Shortly after the battle of Sorau, the poſt-man _ 


came to my tent with a letter: this was from my 


couſin, the pandour colonel, baron Trenck Eſſeck, 
and dated four months before. The contents 
were ſhortly theſe: 

From your letter of the 12th of February, 
15 dated Berlin, I perceive that you wiſh to have 
%a few Hungarian horſes to exerciſe yourſelf 

23 13 againſt 
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ce againſt my huſſars and pandours; it gave me 
ce great ſatisfaction, the laſt campaign, to learn 
te that the Pruſſian Trenck is a good ſoldier. To 
ſhew you my eſteem, I have ſent back your 
© horſes which were taken by my People. If you 
* chuſe to ride Hungarian ones, then win mine; 
come the next campaign in the field; 

* to your couſin, who will receive you ith 
* open arms, and treat you as his ſon and his 
« friend.” 


I laughed on reading this laws, Cornet Vag- 
nitz, who is now commander in chief of the 
army at Heſſe Caſſel, and lieutenant Grotthauſen, 
who is ſtill alive, were my tent comrades ; I gave 
them the letter to read, and we amuſed ourſelves - 
with its contents; it was inſtantly reſolved to 
ſhew it to Jaſchinſey, who commanded the ſqua- 
dron, which was done within an hour after I 
had received it. 
Ihe reader will recollect, that this colored 
Jaſchinſæy was the man who adviſed me to write 
on the 12th of- February, at Berlin, received 
my. letter open, and forwarded it to Trenck; 
wherein, I jocoſely demanded ſome Hungarian 


horſes for my equipage, and promiſed Vaccine 


one when they came. 
He had ſcarce read the letter, when a general 
laugh aroſe; and as it was a report in the army, 
LJ” | | that 
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that after our victory, we were to enter Hungary 1 
with a body of men, Jaſchinſey ſaid ; Then 


we will fetch the horſes ourſelves.” Soon 


after which, I retired to my tent. 
I muſt here introduce the following remarks, 
which are worthy of attention. | 


1. I had not obſerved the date of the letter I 
received, but my colonel immediately took no- 
tice that it was above four months old. 

2. Probably, it was a trap which this baſe 
man had ſet for me. The ſending back my 


horſes laſt campaign, had cauſed obſervation; 


perhaps he had the king's orders to watch 
me, and perſuaded me to write, in order to 
enſnare me by a falſe anſwer; for certain it is, 
that Trenck ſolemnly proteſted, at Vienna, he 
never wrote to me. I believe, to this day, the 


letter was forged. 


Faſchinſky was, at that time, a favorite of the 
monarch's— a ſpy, and ſecret carrier of all 


kinds of ſcandal and calumny, for which he 


was, a few years afterwards, broke by the king, 


and baniſhed his country. 


. He was then a lover of the handſome Madame 
Boſſart, wife of the Saxon reſident at Berlin; 
and by her means, Trenck's falſe letter, from 

„„ Saxony, 
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Saxony, or Auſtria, might have been forwarded 


to me. He had daily opportunities of rendering 
me ſuſpected by his majeſty, and putting into 
execution his ſchemes againſt my innocence; 
add to this, he owed me 400 ducats, which I lent 


him, ready money. This was his booty; he 


_ alſo became poſſeſſed of the n part of my 
cquipage. 


We quarrelled the firſt campaign about 
his having beaten my baggage ſervant, and 
were proceeding to high words, when colonel 


Winterfeld interpoſed, and ſeparated \ us without 


bloodihed. 

Obſtinate people are always revengeful and 
implacable; from that very day, perhaps, he 
had immachinated my ruin: God knows what 
kind of notions he muſt, on every occaſion, have 
infuſed into the monarch, to throw obloquy on 
my character ; and it is incredible, how that prince, 


poſſeſſed of ſo much knowledge of the world, 


and love of juſtice, would condemn me without a 
hearing. 

This is the knot which 1 never col diſſolve; 
the king alone underſtands it, now he is con- 
vinced of my innocence. But I have ſuffered 


too much, and withſtood too cruel puniſhments, 
ever to hope for an adequate recompenſe. - But 
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ſurely, a man like me, whoſe whole courſe of life 
Vas unimpeachable, ſhould either have been ſig- 
nally rewarded for ſuch a load of affliction, or 
privately put to death; for my tale muſt ever 
cleave to the biography of the great F Tederick, 
as an example of cruelty and oppreſſion. 
It muſt ever remain unaccountable, how the 
moſt clear-ſighted monarch, who ſaw me daily, 
who knew me intimately, who was convinced I 
wanted neither honor, fortune, nor future hopes 
—that he, I ſay, would for a moment ſuſpect 
me for a traitor. It is, however, certain, and 
] take God, and every man, who has known 
me in proſperity and adverſity, to witneſs, 
that I never harboured a tt againſt my 
country. 
Hou. was it then oalkhle to criminate 108 In 
the eighteenth year of my life, I was a cornet of 
the garde du corps, with captain's rank, did duty 
as adjutant to his majeſty, and poſſeſſed, in the 
higheſt degree, his eſteem, favor, and confi- 
dence. In one year, he made me a preſent of 
of more than fifteen hundred dollars; at Ber- 
lin, I had a friend, whom I honored and loved, 
whom I would not have quitted for a crown, 
much leſs for any offers held out by a pandour- 
leader; and who could give me more than all 
the pandours on earth. | 


Can 


1 mers or 


en any reaſonable man ſuppoſe me capable 
of ſuch abſurd baſeneſs, as to imagine I would 
forfeit moſt brilliant enjoyments and proſ— 
pects, at the court of a wiſe king, to a pan- 

dour chief, upon the mighty temptation of a few 
Nene Hungarian horſes ?—at the very time 

hat I had ſeven Engliſh ones in my ſtable at 
Berlin; and was beloved, eſteemed, and diſtin- 
guiſhed. | 

Thoſe who filled the moſt important and ho- 
norable offices in the miniſtry and army, were 
my intimate friends. I wanted nothing that a 
' young man could wiſh for on earth, or deſire of 
heaven. With common faculties then was it 
poſſible, that I ſhould, in any inſtance, have 
given juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion. But it is now over; 
and my example plainly ſhows, how fure ſlum- 
bering virtue may be undone by watchful ca- 
ljumny; and that the moſt enlightened monarch 
may be deceived by wicked men, or blinded by 
fuſpicion. As a man, it is impoſſible for him, 
from the center of his throne, to overſee every 
thing in his ſtates; and my fate, in general, 
was ſuch, that when the firſt ſtep was taken, 
the king could not really act otherwiſe towards 
me than "8 did. 


Monarchs 


— 
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Monarchs oftener ſhew mercy to an evil 
doer, than reward an innocent unfortunate; 
my inward feelings were too pure, the pride of 


my own rectitude too fierce, and my conſcience 


too free from reproach, to allow me to beg for 
grace. I knew too little of the world, of courts, 
and of the minds of tyrannical princes, to play a 
political farce, to inſure my fortune; my virtue, 
if I may be allowed the expreſſion, precipitated 
me into the ſnares, which deceit, and treachery 
had laid for me. I truſted too much to my own 
ſtrength ; I had ſtudied too little of the law at 
the univerſity to know, that in arbitrary ſtates, . 

ſubjects muſt always beg for their rights, and ac- 
knowledge them as an act of grace. Kings can 
never endure the reproaches of injuſtice, where 
they have erred through raſhneſs. As lawgivers, 
they look upon themſelves to be above the law, 
and in all caſes of individual oppreſſion, they 


ſcreen themſelves under the often miſapplied 


maxim, pereat unus promultis. Through this, 


and this only, have I fallen a ſacrifice. 


A moment's reflection will ſhow, how un- 
founded the ſuſpicions entertained to my diſad- 
vantage were; had I really carried on a ſuſpicious 


_ correſpondence with my relation in the enemy's 


ſervice, he never ſurely would have thought 


of truſting his letters, m time of war, to the 


common poſt, where it is well known they were 
all 
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all opened; had it been only a common fa- 
mily correſpondence, I could not have done 
more than I did, for my commander knew the 
contents of my letter, even read and forwarded 
it himſelf; nor was the anſwer J received, kept 
ſecret for a moment. . 
The ſmalleſt hearing would have made my in- 


nocence appear as clear as the day, for witneſſes 


to both caſes are ſtill living. -— The maſter- 
piece of my enemies to ruin me, conſiſted only 
in the art of playing their part with the king in - 


ſuch a manner, as to allow me no opportunity of 


juſtifying myſelf; and ſo it fatally happened. 

For the day after the receipt of this letter, I 
was arreſted without an examination, contrary to 
all military law, without even knowing my 
crime, and conducted by a party of fifty huſſars 
from the army, like a delinquent, to the fortreſs 
of Glatz; I was allowed to take my ſervant and 
three horſes with me; but my equipage remained 
behind, and became a prey to captain Faſ- 
chinſæey. My place was immediately ſupplied 


by enſign Sbalgel, the ele general of ca- 
valry. : 


Woe! to the people!! where a au- 
thority exceeds all law, and where the moſt 
virtuous citizen may be condemned without 


having committed a crime againſt the laws of 
| his 
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his country. Wos! to the country, I fay, where 
the voice of power over-awes the voice of the 
laws, and that tremendous ſentence, Je roi le 
deut, can decide upon the life, the honor, and 
eftate of the defenceleſs ſubject. In ſuch fares, 
virtue may become the higheſt crimes, when- 
ever bad men, who have acceſs to the ſovereign's 
ear, unite in impoſing on his credultty. 

There are, it muſt be acknowledged, few ex- 
amples like mine to be found in the hiſtory of 
the great Frederick; and this happened in the 
beginning of his reign, when he did not know 
mankind fo well as alter forty years' experience; 
beſides the accidents of war, made him always 
uneaſy and ſuſpicious. In ſhort, I was unfortu- 
nate!!! or 5 

Unwilling as I am to lead my reader to ſuch 
a loathſome ſcene, as that which he 1s now to 
behold me in; yet, diſagrecable as the change 
undoubtedly was to me, and may appear to him, 
I truſt, his ſympathy will accompany me to my 
deſtined place of confinement. | 

As I did not want for money, and the citadel 
through whica I had the liberty of walking, was 
only garriſoned by a part of Mit/chewal's regiment, 
the officers of which, were all poor, I ſoon had 
friends in abundance, and there was every day 
an open table at the rich priſoner's. But what 1 
inwardly felt, can only be conceived by thoſe who 
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have known me in. the fire of my youth, apo 


the theatre of honor, and ſeen me in proſ- 


perity at Berlin. I wrote to the king, and 


| boldly demanded a hearing, or a council of 


war, without pity or favor, if I was found 


. guilty. Such a hectoring tone did not pleaſe the 


monarch.—]I received no anſwer. — This was 


enough to drive me to madneſs. 


By means of an officer, a correſpondence was 
ſoon ſettled betwixt me and the object of my 


heart; ſhe was convinced that I never had an 
unfair thought againſt my country; ſhe blamed 


the raſhneſs of the king and his falſe ſuſpicions ; 


promiſed me nde, ang ſent me a thouſand 
ducats. 


Had I found, in this critical ſituation, an en- 


Kphtentd and true friend, who would have 


damped my fire, nothing would have been eaſier | 


than to have obtained my liberty, by humble, 


and well-grounded repreſentations, which would 
have defeated the meaſures of my enemies. 

But the officers of the garriſon of Glatz, 
inflamed my reſentments; they believed that 
my money, which I ſo freely ſhared with them, 
came from Hungary, out of the pandour's cof- 


fers; they all comforted, and adviſed me not 
to remain in arreſt, but, in ſpite of the King, 


0 
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to procure my liberty. Nothing was eafier 
than to inſti] ſuch ideas into the head of a young 
man, who had before been a ſtranger to diffi- 
culty, and conſequently looked upon the firſt 
evil as intolerable; however, I was incapable of 
coming to any fixed determination, as I could 


not reſolve to quit my donntry. and eſpecially 
Berlin. 


At laſt, after I had been about five months in 
arreſt, peace was concluded; the king returned to 
Berlin, and my commiſſion, 1 in the garde du a, 
was filled up. 

A heutenant Pigſcbiy, of R s regi- 
ment, and enfign Reitz, who often did duty 
over me, offered to find means of allowing me 
to eſcape from Glatz, if I would take them with 
me; every thing was contrived and reſol ved on. 

There was, at that time, in confinement at Glatz, 
a certain captain Maneget, of Ratzmerchin's regi- 
ment of huſſars, a Swiſs by birth, he was caſhier- 
_ed, condemned to ten years arreſt in Glatz, and 
had but four rix-dollars monthly to ſubfift on; 
I had rendered this man infinite ſervice, and 
merely from compaſſion withed to ſet him at li- 
berty ; it was agreed to, and propoſed to him. 
But we were immediately betrayed by this raſcal, 
who made a baſe uſe of our confidence, and 
by this means received his pardon, and liberty. 
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Pinſchky was appriſed in time of Reitz being 


” arreſted, and eſcaped by deſertion. I denied 


every thing, but was confronted with Maneget; 
however, I had won the auditor with one hun- 
dred ducats, and Reizz came off with being 
broke, and a year's confinement. J, on the 
contrary, as a ſeducer of the king's officers, was 
ſhut up in a narrow priſon and cloſely guarded. 

I will here interrupt my ſtory, and mention an 
affair with this captain Maneget, which hap- 
pened about three years after this adventure. 

I met him accidentally in a company at War- 


ſaw; it is eaſy to conceive, that I treated him as 


a raſcal and a traitor; I caned him. He chal- 


lenged me. Captain Heicking, of the Poliſh 


guards, was my ſecond; I ſhot him, the firſt 


fire, (which was at the ſame inſtant with his 


own) through the neck, and he remained dead 
pon the ſpot. | | 

This is the only one of my enemies, whom 1 
ever chaſtiſed with my own hand; but he de- 
ſerved the juſt reward of his deceit from the 
two honeſt officers, and ſtill more from me, who 


was his benefactor. Let it operate againſt me 


as it may, I never could reproach myſelf ſince, 
for having expedited ſuch a ſcoundrel into the 
other world by a fair duel. 


My 


BARON T RENO EK. 65 


My fate at Glatz was much altered, and the 
monarch, ſtrengthened in his ſuſpicions, like- 
wiſe exceedingly enraged againſt me, for hav- 
ing attempted to eſcape. + 

I was now left to myſelf, . my deſ- 
tiny on the dark ſide, and thought only of the 

means to fly or periſh ; for the narrow priſon 
began at laſt to be inſupportable to my impatient 
temper. The garriſon was always on my fide, con- 
ſequently it was impoſſible todeprive me of friends 
and ſupport; people knew that I had money, and 
1 could do any thing with a poor Pruſſian garriſon 
_ regiment, where the officers lived diſcontented, 
and were moſtly ſent there by way of puniſhment 
from the other regiments ; my firſt project was 
this! My window was in the alarm fort about fif- 
teen fathoms high, and oppoſite the fide of the 
town, therefore I could not eſcape from the ci- 
tadel, without firſt ſeeking a retuge 1n the town ; 
this was already aſſured me, by means of an 
officer in the houſe of an honeſt ſoap-maker. 
With my penknite, which was notched, I cut 
through three very thick iron bars: but as this 
took up too much time, and there were no 
leſs than eight of them that oppoſed my paſ- 
ſage in front of the window, an officer conveyed 
a file to me, with which, I was obliged to work 

vol. F . very 
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very cautiouſly for fear of being heard by the 
ſentry. 

As ſoon as this was fintthed; I lit my tir 
port-manteau into firings, knotted them to- 
gether, took my bed cloaths to my aſſiſtance, 
and let myſelf fortunately down from this aſto- 
niſhing height. | 

It rained bitterly! The 1 ben dark 
and gloomy, every thing was favorable; but 
J was under the diſagreeable neceſſity of wading 
through the ſink of the common ſewer before 1 
could reach the town. This I had not foreſeen. 
Although 1 was not above-my knees, it was im- 
poſſible for me to proceed; I did all I could, 
but ſtuck ſo faſt, that at laſt I loſt all ſtrength, _ 

and called to the ſentry: who was on the alarm 
fort—© Tell the commandant, that Trenck is 
| « ſticking in the mud.” To increaſe my. mis- 
fortune, general Fouquet was, at that time, com- 
i . mandant at Glatz; he was a well known miſan- 
__ thrope,, who had duelled with my father when a 
captain, and been wounded by him. The Au- 
ſtrian Trenck had taken his baggage in 1744, and 
8 laid the county of Glatz under contribution; on 
theſe accounts, he was a bitter enemy to the 
name of Trenck, and took every opportunity of 
making me feel the effects of his animoſity. He 
ſuffered me to remain, in this condition, as a 


public 


BARON TR EN e K. 67 


public ſpectacle for the garriſon, till. noon, then 
ordered me to be taken out, and ſhut in my pri- 
ſon again, but would not allo me any water the 
whole day. to waſh myſelf. The figure. I made, 
was truly. pitiable; my long hair had, in the 
ſtruggle, fallen into the mire, and nothing could 
be more obnoxious than my ſituation, till IL was 
granted a couple of priſoners, who cleaned me. 
My arreſt was now increaſed, with as much 
rigour as poſſible. I had, however, eighty louis 
d'ors in my. pocket, which were not taken from 
me, and from thoſe I found eſſential ſervice at- 
wards. 8 
Hut at once all my di began to ſtorm, 
and my young blood mutinied againſt every rea- 
ſonable reſolve; I ſaw all hopes vaniſh ; looked 
upon myſelf as the moſt unfortunate creature 
upon earth, and my monarch, as an implacable 
Judge, now further provoked by my unſucceſsful 
efforts to regain my liberty. The day was inſup- 
portable, and the night ſleepleſs ; a deſire of re- 
nown tortured my ſoul; and the conſciouſneſs of 
my innocence proved only an incitement to put 
an end to my miſerable exiſtence. The youth, 
unexperienced in the world, and unacquaint- 
ed with the accidents of life, ſees every evil 
through a magnifying glaſs, and deſpairs in 
1 * „ (Very - 
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every difficulty, eſpecially when baulked in any 
attempt he has made to extricate himſelf. Death 
I was always taught to deſpiſe. - 

I was not deprived of books to divert my me- 
lancholy hours. I read a great deal during my 
confinement in Glatz, and extended my know- 
ledge; the hours did not always appear tedious, 
but when the deſire of liberty awoke within me, 


when love, and longing called me to Berlin, and 


my ambition painted my diſagreeable ſituation 
in the moſt diſguſting colors; when I reflected, 
that my beloved ſovereign and country would 
look upon me as an abject traitor, and proba- 


| bly condemn me as ſuch, then I was every mo- 


ment ready to ruſh upon the bayonets of my 
guards, whom I conſidered as my enemies, be- 


cauſe they barred my way to freedom. 


Big with ſuch thoughts, ſcarce eight days 


were paſt, ſince my laſt unſucceſsful attempt to 


fly, when a circumſtance occurred, that would 


ſeem improbable in hiſtory, if I did not write 


it myſelf, and publicly make it known, at a time, 
when, the chief actor, am till living, and could 
call upon all Glatz, the whole Pruſſian garriſon, as 
eye, ear, and local witneſſes. This anecdote will 


however ſhow, that ſometimes a bold or raſh 
reſolution, and incredible undertakings, become 


poſſible, and that a : deſperate reſolve, may caſier 


Prove 
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prove fortunate to a commander, than a plan 
laid with all care and foreſight. 
ls attempted that, which the fool-hardy Charles 
XII. enterpriſed in Turky : but our views were 
different, he ſought tame, I on the GOT 
liberty, or death. 

The town-major, Doo“, came into my priſon, 
accompanied by the adjutant and officer of the 
guard; he viſited every corner, and entered into 
converſation with me, in which he ſtiled my at- 
tempt to eſcape, a double crime, that would rouſe 
the monarch's wrath againſt me. 'The word 
crime, had already made my blood boil. He 

talked of patience.—I aſked “ How long the 
King had ſentenced me?” He anſwered—« A 


* 


— 


* This is the Deo who commanded in Glatz during the 
ſeven years Pruſſian war, was ſurpriſed and taken by general 
Loudon, by which means Glatz was loſt, The king ca- 
ſhiered him, cum infamia, and drove him as a villain out 
of the country : in the year 1764, he came to Vienna, 
where I gave him alms.— He was an Italian by birth, a 
baſe ſelfiſh man, who, when town-major in Fouguet's re- 
giment, ruined many people. He was a creature of Fou- 
quet's, without birth or merit; an artful handſome fel- 
low, who got Fouguet's daughter with child, and married 
her; this at laſt proved his ruin. He was not poſleſſed 
of the ſmalleſt military abilities, and was eaſily corrupted, 
being naturally avaricious, | 5 


F 3 | « traitor 
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«traitor to his country who correſponds with the 


* enemy, has no other appointed time than the 
« king's will.” At that inſtant, I tore his fword 


from his fide, on which I had already fixed my 


eve ; flew out of the door, threw the 'terrified 
ſentry down ſtairs, found the guard under arms 
at the door below, which had at that 'moment 
been called out for the relief, ran upon them 
ſword in hand—every one ftarted with ſurpriſe, 
and made way. I laid about me, right and left, 


wounded four men, run through the middle of 


them, ſprang upon the breaft-work of the iprin- 
cipal rampart, and directly down from that aſto- 


niſhing height without the ſmalleſt damage, even 
kept my ſword in my hand. 1 got as luckily over 


the ſecond lower rampart, no pieces were loaded, 
nobody would leap after me, and there was no 
other way to purſue me, than by going through 
the town and out of the gate, ſo that J had near a 
mile and a half ſtart. In a narrow paſſage in one 


of the out-works, a ſentry ran towards me and 
_ Oppoſed my flight; in an inſtant, his firelock 


and bayonet was parried, and he received a cut 
on the face; the other ſentries of the out-works 
attacked me in rear; I ſprang with all haſte 


over the paliſades, but unfortunately one of my 


feet remained ſticking betwixt them; I was 


wounded by a bayonet in the upper lip; and held 
5 FE faſt 
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faſt by the leg until the others came to help. They 
ſent me back to my priſon, bruiſed beaten and 
for having defended myſelf like a deſperate man. 
Certain it is, that if I had leapt with more cau- 
tion over the paliſades, and ſent the ſentry who 
oppoſed me into the other world, ſo as to have 
gained the mountains, I ſhould have eſcaped from 
the fortification of Glatz, through ſentries and 
works, at eleven o'clock in the day, and arrived 
| ſafe in Bohemia. Single purſuers I ſhould not 
have feared, ſword in hand, and at that age, I 
could have kept pace with any courier. 
Fortune which had wonderfully aſſiſted me as 
far as the paliſades, was not favorable to me in 
the final execution of my deſperate attempt. 
My hopes had now an end ; my confinement was 
more rigid, and a non-commiſſioned officer and 
two men were placed in my room, which was 
alſo ſtrictly guarded on the outſide. 1 was 
ſhockingly treated, my right ancle was disjointed, 
I ſpit blood, and my wound was not healed 
during a mob 
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I ſoon 


I have ſince learnt, that the king had only ſent me 
to Glatz for one year, to prove if his ſuſpicions were- 

_ juſtly grounded. My mother had interceded for me, 
and received for anſwer, ** Your ſon muſt remain a year 
* as a puniſhment for his imprudent correſpondence.” 
This I did not know; and it was reported in Glatz, that 
5 „ „„ 
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I ſoon found (for I was ever on the watch) new 
opportunity for a freſh enterpriſe. I ſtudied the 
diſpoſition of the men who guarded me ; I did 
not want for money; with that, and excited com- 
paſſion, any thing may be done with a diſcontent- 
ed Pruſſian ſoldier. In a ſhort time, I had a party 
of thirty-two men on my ſide, who were ready, 
at a wink, to undertake every thing; none, ex- 
cept two or three, knew of each other's en- 
gagement, conſequently, they could not all be 
diſcovered ; and the non-commiſſioned officer, 
Nicholai, was my choſen conductor. 

The garriſon of the citadel conſiſted at that 


time, only of one hundred and twenty men from 


the different regiments that were divided in the 
county of Glatz. Four officers relieved each 


I was confined for life. I had only to wait three weeks 
to gain my liberty with honor, when I undertook this 
deſperate enterpriſe. What muſt the monarch think of 
me? Was he not forced to act as he did? And what rea- 
ſonable man can imagine, that for three weeks arreſt, 
which required fo little patience, I would have riſked ſo 
much, and ſuffered my all to be confiſcated? But my ſin- 
gular fate turned every thing to my diſadvantage, and one 


probability connected itſelf in ſuch a manner with another, 


that I at laſt muſt have per rfectly the appearance of a cri- 
minal. 


5 ; | | other 
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other alternately at the main guard, three of 


whom were in my ſecret; every thing was pre- 


cartridges, piſtols, and a ſword, were 
We meant to re- 


pared: 
concealed in a hole in my jail. 


leaſe all the other priſoners, and march with 


flying colours to Bohemia; but an Auſtrian de- 
ſerter, in whom MNicholai confided, diſcovered 
the whole affair, and the governor ſent his ad- 


Jutant to the citadel, with orders for the officer 
of the guard immediately to confine Nicholas, 


and with his men to ſurround the barracks. 


Nicholai was then upon the main guard, and 
the lieutenant, who was my friend and knew 


the plot, gave him a ſign that all was difſ- 


covered ; he alone knew the parties concerned, 


ſome of whom were upon guard with him. In 


a moment, this intrepid man's. reſolution was 
made; he ran to the barracks, cried out, Bro- 


« thers, to arms !! we are betrayed ;” they all 
followed him to the fock-boy/ſe guard; the officer 


on duty there, had but eight men with him, 
Whoſe pieces were not loaded. My adherents 


took their cartridges, threatened to ſhoot every 


one who oppoſed them, ſprang to my iron door, 


but that was too ſtrong, and the time too pre- 
cious to allow them to do more. He called to 
me to endeavour to get out It was impoſſible! 
and thus marched this brave man with nineteen 

F more, 
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more, who followed him with ſhouldered arms to 
the field-door ; the non-commiſſioned officer and 
fix men who had the guard, were forced to join 
him, and in this extraordinary manner he arrived 


fafe at Braunau, in Bohemia; for before the alarm 


was given in the town, and a ſtrong party could 


be muſtered ready to follow him, he had got half 


way undiſturbed. I diſcovered this brave fel- 
low, with inexpreſſible joy, about two years af- 
terwards, as a clerk in Ofen; he immediately en- 
tered into my ſervice, and at the ſame time was 
my confidential friend, but died, in a few 
months, of a violent fever, at my quarters in 
Hungary.—I ſhed a grateful tear at his death, 


and his memory will never ceaſe to be reſpect- 


1 able and dear to me. 


The ſtorm which had been for Sd time ga- 


thering around me, began now to rage with vi- 


olence. It was propoſed to carry on a criminal 


proceſs againſt me as a ſchemer and ſeducer of 


his majeſty's officers and ſoldiers; I was called 
to name thoſe concerned who ſtayed behind. 1 
gave noanſwer to their queſtions, but boldly and 
firmly declared, I am an innocent priſoner, 


* condemned without a hearing; a diſcarded of- 


* ficer, who can never again be called upon to 


« ſerve his country; the law of nature gave me a 


| 8 right to vindicate my injured honor, and pro- 
cure 


* LAUNCK. . 
« cure my liberty at all riſæs; this was the object 


« of all my deſperate reſolves; I wiſhed, either to 


«attain my noble aim, or in the attempt, to die 
« boldly, regardleſs of all dangers or obſtacles.” 
All poſſible rigours of confinement enſued, ex- 
cepting, that I was not put in irons; for, in Pruſ- 
ſia, no gentleman, or officer, can be chained, 


unleſs he be delivered into the hands of the exe- 


cutioner for ſome infamous crime. The ſentries 


were taken from my chamber, but the worſt of - 


all evils was that my money began to fail, and 


my female friend in Berlin, with whom I always 


carried on a ſecret correſpondence, wrote, 

« Fe pleure avec vous, votre mal eſt ſans remede; 
r voici ma derniere; je 1 gſe plus riſquer - ſauveꝝ 
* ονẽ fi Vous Pouvez ; je ſuis pour vous la meme 
« ey tout evenement lor/qu'il eſt poſſible de vous etre 


* utile. Adieu, malbeureux ami, vou meritez un 


Le autre ſort.” 

Ihis was the ſevereſt ſtroke that could have 
reached me; but it was a comfort for me to 
think, that the officers were not ſuſpected, and 


as they came every day, according to orders, to 


viſit me, and ſee if J was quiet, 1 did not loſe 
all hopes of freeing myſelf. 


At a time when every expectation began to 
waniſh, and all probability to eſcape ſeemed vain, 
the n wonderful — ens occured. 


Licu- 
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Lieutenant Bach, by birth a Dane, who every 
four days mounted guard upon me, was the ter- 


ror of the whole garriſon, a quarrelſome fellow, 

who had fought with, and marked all his com- d 
rades, on which account he had been changed * 
into two different regiments, and at laſt, by way 

of puniſhment, put into one of the battalions gar- 1 
ri ſoned at Glatz; this man was fitting upon my a 
bed, and telling me, that the day before he had 0 
wounded lieutenant Schell in the arm. I ſaid to 


him, jeſtingly, If I was free, I think you 7 
« would ſcarce wound me.” Immediately his 
blood flew in his face, and in a hurry, we made a 
pair of foils from an old ſplit door, which ſerved 
me as a table; I touched him on the breaſt. He 
ran in a paſſion out of door—but how was [I 
aſtoniſhed to fee him return with two muſque- 
teer's ſabres under his coat!! He offered me one, 
and ſaid, © Now, boaſter, ſhow what thou can'ſt 
do. I protefted againſt it, wiſhed to convince him 
of the danger —it was in vain—he attacked me, 
and I wounded him in the right arm. He in- 
ſtantly flung down his ſword—threw himſelf 
round my neck —kiſſed me, and remained cry- 
ing in that poſition—at length, with an odd 
kind of joy, viſible in his face, he ſaid, © Friend! ! 
thou art my maſter, and thou ſhalt obtain thy 
* « liberty through me, as ſure as my name is 
| « Bach,” 
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. Bach.” We bound up the wound in his arm, 


which, though not mortal, was nevertheleſs 


deep. He went away, ſent for a ſurgeon, who 


drefſed him properly, and at 1 he came to 


me again. 
Here he ſuggeſted, that there was no other 
way of eſcaping, unleſs the officer of the guard 


accompanied me, he himſelf would willingly lay 
down his life for me, but he could not perform 


any villainous deed, or deſert his guard; how- 


ever he gave me his word of honor to find me a 
man, in a few days, and aſſiſt himſelf as much 


as poſſible. At night he returned again, and 


brought lieutenant Schell with him; the firſt word 
was, Here's thy man.” Schell embraced me, 


pledged his faith, the bargain was concluded, 


and I was aſſured of my liberty. We began now 
to think of preparations for our departure. Schell 
was juſt come to Glatz from the garriſon of Ha- 


belſchwert, and was in a couple of days to mount 


his firſt guard in the citadel. Every thing was 
deferred till then. But as I have already men- 
tioned I received no more money from my fe- 
male friend, and my private purſe conſiſted but 
of ſix piſtoles, it was agreed upon that Bach 


ſhould go to Schweidnitz, and there bring me a 


ſupply from a ol friend. 
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I muſt here inform the reader, that 1 was per- 


fectly acquainted with every officer in garriſon. 


Roeder, the only captain, was ſevere and auſtere, 


and chicaned, whenever he had an opportunity. 


Major Quaadt was a relation of my mother's, a 
cood, humane, friendly man, who wiſhed me 
but a lucky opportunity to eſcape, ſince matters 
had gone ſo great a length. The four lieute- 


nants who watched me in turn, were Bach, Schro- 


der, Lunitz, and Schel/—the firſt-laid plans and 
made preparations; Schell fled with me from 
the main guard, and Schroder and Lunitz, fol- 


lowed us in about two or three days after. 
It is not to be wondered, if officers of the 


garriſon regiments, are ſo eaſily ſeduced to 8 


ſert, they are generally clever lively fellows, in- 


volved in debt and ſcrapes, or entirely unfit for 


the ſervice, ſent there to ſuch regiments as are 


called the refuſe of the army; not content with 
their ſituation, having much leſs pay than the 
reſt, and deſpiſed by other troops, ſuch people 


are eaſily corrupted when they ſee an advantage; 
none of them can obtain a diſcharge, and they 


are poor and needy; they each thought to make | 


their fortune with me, having always money, 
What was eaſter than to find friends among men 


diſſatisfied with cheir condition, and who only 
| — 


wi of 


wiſhed for an opportunity to free themſelves 
from the yoke of flavery. 
Schell was a man of uncommon abilities, ſpoke 
and wrote fix different languages, and poſſeſſed 
the eſſence of all fine arts: he had been in Fou- 
guet's regiment : his colonel, who was from Po- 
merania, had uſed him very unfairly; Fouquet 
could not bear a learned officer, had him put 
into a garriſon regiment; he had demanded his 
retreat, and the king threatened to confine him 
in a fort; on this account, he reſolved to deſert 


and revenge himſelf by procuring 1 me wy liberty 


in ſpite of; Fouquel. 

I will hereafter ſay more of this extraordinary 
man ; that I may not at preſent interrupt this 
remarkable ſcene of my life. We agreed, that 
at his next guard every thing ſhould be ſettled, 
and our deſign put into execution the enſuing 


one. He mounted every fourth day, conſe- 


| quently, in eight days every thing was to be ef- 
fectuated. 


But it now began to be ſuſpected that the of- 
ficers were too ilar and intimate with me; and 
an order was given for my door tobe always locked, 
and my victuals delivered to me through a win- 


dow; the major kept the key, and it was forbid 
to cat with me on pain of being caſhiered. The 


_ officers 
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officers, however, got a falſe key made, and ge- 
nerally ſpent che beſt Pur of the day and night 
with me. | 

Oppoſite to my room, in the priſon, v was a 
captain Damnitz, this man had deſerted from 
the Pruſſian ſervice with the company's money, 
and was made a captain of his couſin's regiment, 
in Auſtria; but in the campaign of 1744, he 
acted as a ſpy, was taken in the dreſs of a pea- 
fant by the Pruſſian army; known, and deſerv- 
edly condemned to be hanged, but received his 
pardon, at the interceſſion of the Swediſh volun- 
teers, who were at that time with the army, 
and was ſentenced, cum infamia, to remain in 
Glatz the remainder of his life. 
This worthleſs man, - who through intereſt, 
not only obtained his freedom, after two years 
impriſonment, but was even made lieutenant- 
colonel of his couſin's regiment, was at that 
time, ſecretly employed by the town-major, 
as a ſpy over the other priſoners, and had given 
information that, notwithſtanding the ſtrict or- 
ders to the contrary, the officer of the guard 
_ paſſed moſt of his time with me. 
On the 24th of December, Schell was upon 
guard; he came immediately to my room, and 
ſtayed ſome time with me; every thing was this 
day to be ſettled how we were to make our eſcape 
next time he mounted. 

Lieutenant 
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1 Schroder was that day invited to 
dine with the commanding officer, and heard 
accidentally from the adjucant, that he had or- | 
ders to relieve lieutenant Schell, and immediately f 
to put him in arreſt. Schroeder, who was in the | 

| ſecret, inſtantly conjectured that we were be- 
trayed ; although, as I afterwards underſtood, it 
was owing to nothing elſe. but the ſpy Damnitz 


having given notice that Schell was in my room. 1 
Schroder ran terrified to Schell in the citadel, 5 | 
crying, © Friend! ſave thyſelf, all is diſcovered, | 


c thou wilt be immediately confined.” | 
Schell himſelf might have eſcaped without the 1 
leaſt danger, for Schroder propoſed to take horſe 1 
directly and ride towards Bohemia. But the gal- | 
lant man, inſtead of following this ſalutary advice, 
entered my priſon, drew a non-commiſſioned of- 
ficer's ſabre from below his coat, and ſaid, 
« Friend, we are betrayed, follow me, and do 
<« not let me fall alive into the hands of my ene- 
« mies.“ I wanted to ſpeak to him—he ſeized 
me haſtily by the hand, ſaying, © Follow—there N 
“is not a moment to ſpare.” I inſtantly threw 1 | 
my coat on my ſhoulders, pulled on my boots, | 
but had not even time to take my little con- | 
cealed caſh along with me. 5 1 
We went out, and he ſaid to the ſentry, © Vous [ 
« priſoner is going with me into the officer's __ 
vol. kk G e room, 
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* room, ſtay here.” We actually did go in, 
but immediately retired unperceived, by a fide 
door. My friend was willing to go with me 
under the arſenal to the covert-way, then get 
over the paliſades, and ſave ourſelves the beſt 
E we could. 

We had ſcarce gone a hundred paces, when we 
were met by major Quaadt and the adjutant.— 
Sthell, ſtarted! ſtepped upon the rampart; and leap- 
ed over the parapet, which at that part was not 
very high. I followed, and ſprung after him, 
without receiving any other injury but a flight 
hurt on my ſhoulder ; my friend had the mis- 
fortune to diſlocate his ancle, which gave him 
the moſt excruciating pain; he immediately drew 
his ſword, intreated me to run him through the 
body, and endeavour to fave myſelf. 
| He was a ſmall, weak man; I took him in 

my arms, helped him over the paliſades, aided 

him to get upon my back, and tun with him 
without knowing where. It is worthy of remark, 
how fortune favored us in ſo deſperate an enter- 
priſe ; the ſun was then juſt ſetting, and the 
air exceedingly cold, raw and cloudy; nobody 
_durſt attempt to leap after us; the alarm was 
great—every one knew us—but before any body 
could come from the citadel into the town, and 
from 
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"from thence through the gate to follow us, we | 
had got at leaſt half a league. 1 
The alarm cannons were fired, as in all caſes 
of deſertions, before we were one hundred paces if 
diftant ; this terrified my friend ſtill more, as he 
very well knew, that there was ſeldom an inſtance 
of a deſerter eſcaping who had not at leaſt two 
hours ſtart before the guns were fired, becauſe all 
paſſages are immediately beſet by peaſants and 
huflars, who are particularly ſtrict and watchful. 
As ſoon as a man is mifſed, the gunner of the 
main guard runs immediately to the fort, and 
tres the guns from three ſides of it, which are 
kept loaded day and night. We were not above 
five hundred yards diſtant from the fortifications, 
before every thing was in motion both behind and 
before us; we fled in day-light, and luckily 
eſcaped; for which I partly thank my preſence 
of mind, and the character I had eſtabliſhed. 
Add to this, that nobody imagined we had un- 1 
dertaken ſo weighty an enterpriſe in ſo deſperate Þ | 
a manner without being properly armed; no {1 
| perſon knew that we had been ſo over-haſty, or 
that Schell had nothing but his ſword, and I but a 
poor non-commiſſioned officer's ſabre. Amongſt 
the officers ordered to follow us, was licutenant j 
Bart, my friend, and captain Zerbſ, of Fou- 
guet's regiment, who always loved me with fra- 
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ternal affection, we met him not far from the 
borders of Bohemia, where he called to me. 
Brother, keep more to the left, and endeavour 
« to gain yonder houſe which ſtands by itſelf, 
< that is the border the huſſars are gone to the 
* right!” He moved ſideways, as if he had not 
obſerved us; we had not much to fear from the 
_ officers, they always aſſiſted each other, where 
they had it in their power ; for brotherly love, 
or the mutual aftection of comrades was, at that 
time, ſo great in Pruſſia, and a word of honor, 
had ſuch force, that even while priſoner in Glatz, 
I had been hunting with two officers at the baron 
Stilfried's, in Neurode, during thirty-ſix hours; 
heutenant Lunitz remained in bed at the priſon, 
in my ſtead, and the major knew it. In thoſe 
days, they would always truſt to each other's 
word of honor; and fo well was Trenck known in 
Glatz, that he was even taken out of Jail, and 
ſuffered to amuſe himſelf at the chaſe on the 
borders of Bohemia. The governor was the de- 
cerved perſon, in ſpite of all his command. 

This anecdote will ſerve to ſhow the character 
of the nation at that time; and it was eaſy for 
the great Frederick to conquer his enemies with 
ſuch officers, who built ſo much upon a word of 
honor. At preſent, deſpotic power has intro- 
duced the rod of ſlavery, and mechanical ſubor- 
dination 
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ig has baniſhed thoſe noble ſentiments and 
concord; at the ſame time, has increaſed ſuſpi- 
cion, which has conſequently weakened the ani- 
mated ſoul of the Brandenburg ſoldier. And it is 
to be lamented, that all othes ſtates of Europe 
ſeem falling into the ſame decline. 


Scarce had I carried my friend three hundred 


| paces till I ſet him down, looked about me, but 


the air was ſo thick, that I could neither ſee the- 


town, nor the citadel, of courſe we ourſelves 
were inviſible. My preſence of mind never leit 
me-a moment; death, or liberty, was my poſi- 


tive determination. I aſked my friend Schell, where 


we were? Where lay Bohemia? Where flowed the 
Neiſſe? The good man had not yet recovered 
himſelf enough for recollection, but begged that 
J would not leave him behind me alive; and 
ſeemed to deſpair of all probability of eſcaping. 
After having ſolemnly promiſed, that in caſe 
there was no other reſource, I would deliver him 
from' the ignominious death of a gibbet; I endea- 
voured to cheer up, and encourage him by my own 
example and high ſpirits ; he then looked around, 
and recollected, he obſerved, that we were at no 


great diſtance from the field porte. I again aſk- 


ed, where is the Neiſſe? He pointed ſideways, 
« Friend,” ſaid I, © We have been ſeen moving 
_ © towards the Bohemian mountains, where it will 
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be impoſſible for us to paſs, for there the cor- 
< Jon is beſet, and the huſfars, and all our purſuers 
K have taken that route.” I took him again 
5 upon my back, and carried him towards che 
Neiſſe; we now heard a dreadful noiſe in all the 
neighbouring villages, and the boors who had 
ſurrounded the deſertion cordon, were running 
about, and giving the alarm on all ſides. The 
manner of acting, in Pruſſia, on ſuch occaſion, 
may not be known to every reader. I will here 
give a ſhort account of it. 
As ſoon as thealarm guns begin to thunder, the 
officers for purſuit, who are always named in 
daily orders, muſt be immediately ready. In 
each village, there are countrymen appointed to 
take poſſeſſion of all poſts round about the town. 
The officers immediately ſee if all theſe poſts are 
properly guarded, and if the peaſants do their 
duty; by theſe means it is ſcarcely poſſible for 
a ſoldier to eſcape, unleſs he has at leaſt been an 
hour upon his way before the three firſt cannans 
gare fired; | 
| | The Neiſſe was but a little frozen; I took my 
friend and conducted him as far as I could wade. 
In the deepeſt part, which was not quite three 
fathoms broad, he was obliged to hold faſt by 
my hair, and in this manner we landed ſaſe on 
the other Hae. 


My 
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My father had us all taught to ſwim, and bins. 


I have to thank, that this art, which is ſo eafily 


learnt in youth, has many a time ſaved my lite, 
and made me more determined in great dangers. 


Every prince, who has occaſion for ſoldiers, 
ſhoulid be attentive to this advice, that children 


who ſhould not fear powder, ought not to be 
afraid of water ; how uſeful would it often prove! 
if they could ſwim, a battalion, or at leaſt fifty 
volunteers, over a river, and neither want 
bridges for a ſurpriſe, nor a retreat, 

pe how pleaſant it muſt have been to 
ſwim on the 24th of December, and then to re- 


main eighteen hours without ſhade or ſhelter, 
under the canopy of heaven! About ſeven o' clock 


in the evening, every cloud diſappeared, and it 
grew moon- light and froſty. I had my friend to 
carry, therefore was warm, but fatigued; he, on 
the other hand, endured cold; the pain of a diſſo- 


cated ancle, which I endeavoured in vain to re- 


duce; and thereby had danger, and death be- 
fore my eyes at every ſtep. 
As ſoon as we had reached the oppoſite ſhore 


of the Neiſſe, we were out of danger of the pur- 
- ſuit, for nobody looked for us on the road to Si- 


leſia. I walked a good mile and a half by the 
fide of the river, but when we got to the firſt vil- 


lages in our rear, which bounded the alarm cor- 
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don, and were by experience, well known to 
Schell, we found, by accident, a ſmall fiſhing- 


boat, broke the lock, ferried over, and in a ſhort 


time gained the mountains. There we ſet our- 
ſelves down upon the ſnow; our courage in- 
creaſed, and we held a council of what was fur- 
ther to be done: I cut a ſtick for Schell, with 
which he now and then helped himſelf forwards 
on one leg, and let me reſt alittle ; this was a 


work of much difficulty, the ſnow. being very 
deep, and its ſurface exceeding hard. 


Thus paſt the night, whilſt we tumbled about 
and over our knees in ſnow, without making 
much way; the lofty mountains were here and 
there inſurmountable ; the day began to break, 
and we fancied ourſelves near the borders, which 
were four German miles diſtant from Glatz ; but 
to our great terror and ſurpriſe, we heard the 
Glatz clock ſtrike. I now felt myſelf unable any 
longer to endure the extreme fatigue and cold; 
the pain of my friend's leg, became almoſt in- 
ſupportable. In this "ROOM and tortured by 
craving hunger, we thought it impoſſible to 
ſurvive the day. After a long conſultation, 
we arrived, in about an hour and a half, at 
a village which lay at the foot of the moun- 
tain. About three hundred yards on this ſide 


of the village ſtood two ſeparate houſes, there- 
fore 
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fore we took the following reſolution,” which we 
immediately put into execution. 
We had both loſt our hats in getting over the 
| ramparts. of Glatz; Schell, as officer of the 
guard, had ſtill his gorget and ſaſh about him, 
which might procure us ſome reſpect from the 
country people. I cut my finger, and beſmeared 
my face, ſhirt, and coat, with blood, like a man 
ſhockingly wounded, at the ſame time bound 
up my head. In this condition, I carried Schell 
to the end of a thicket, not far from the houſes, 
where he tied my hands behind my back, but in 
ſuch a manner that I could eafily diſengage them, 
pretended to be in a great paſſion, beat about 
uith his ſtick, and called for help. Two old 
peaſants came running towards us—Sebel] im- 
mediately cried out Run to the village, let 
« the judge get a cart and horſes ready in a mo- 
«© ment—[L have got the raical—he has ſtabbed 
* my horſe, by which I have ſprained my leg— . 
« however, I have flaſhed him make loa 
cart that he may be hanged before he dies.. 
Thus I ſuffered myſelf to be dragged into 
a room; one of the boors ran into the village. 
An old woman, and a pretty young girl, took 
compaſſion upon me, and brought us ſome bread 
and milk. But how was I aſtoniſhed; when the 
old countryman called Schell by his name, and 
| aſſured 
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aſſured us, that he knew we were the two de- 
ſerters whom an officer came after the night 
before, had named in the public houſe, and 
deſcribed our dreſs, with the whole ſtory of 
our flight, This peaſant knew Schell perſonally, 
for his ſon ferved in the ſame company, and he 
had often ſpoke to him at Habelſchwerd, when 


he was quartered there. Nothing now remained 


but an immediate reſolution and preſence of 


mind; I ran quickly into the ſtable, and Schell 


kept the old boor in the room, who was a very 


honeſt man, and even told us the way towards 


Bohemia ; we were not above a mile and a half 
from Glatz, and had wandered backwards and 
forwards near fix miles in the mountains. The 
girl followed me; I. found three horſes in the 
ſtable, but no bridles ; I beſeeched her, in a pi- 
teous manner, to help me; ſhe was moved, and 


immediately gave me two. I took the horſes 


out called to Scheli —he appeared with his lame 
leg I helped him to mount the old country- 


man cred and begged for his horſes; but for- 


tunately, had neither the courage, nor inclina- 


tion to oppoſe us; for, defenceleſs as we were, 


he might at leaſt have detained us with a pitch- 
fork till the village was alarmed. We rode of 
without either ſaddles or hats, Schell, in uniform, 
Vith his ſaſh and gorget, and I in my red garde 

ou 
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du corps uniform; but our hopes were nearly 
fruſtrated, for my horſe would not ſtir from the 
place; as a good rider, however, I found 
means to make him go on. Schell rode firſt; but 
ſcarce were we a hundred paces diſtant, before 


we ſaw the inhabitants haſtening out of the vil- 


lage; fortunately for us, it was a holiday, every 
one was at church, and the peaſant, whom we 
had ſent was obliged to call them out; it was 


about nine o'clock, and had they been at home, 


we muſt inevitably have been loſt. I was fa- 
tigued, and Schell lame, we could not poſſibly 


have eſcaped. The road led directly to Wun- 


{chelburg ; there was no way of getting through 
this town, Schell had been quartered there about 
a month before ; every body knew him, and our 
equipage, without either ſaddle or hat, looked 
like nothing elſe but deſertion. Ihe horſes, 
however, went tolerably well, and we eſcaped 
ſafe, although there were eighty infantry and 


_ twelve huſſars poſted to take up deſerters. We 


went round the town, through the ſuburbs, and 
as he knew the way to Bummorn, we arrived 


ſafe there about eleven o'clock. It was here- 
- abouts, as I have already obſerved, we met cap- 
tain Zerbſt; the joy we felt that day, is not to 
be deſcribed. 


An 
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An honeſt man who, undeſervedly pined in a 
priſon, and by his own exertions, eſcapes the 
chains of ſlavery, who has, in ſpite of the might 


of kings and of mankind conſpired againſt him, 


procured his own liberty, feels, on ſuch an oc- 


caſion, ſo great an abhorrence againſt all deſpotic 
. power, that I cannot yet conceive how I ever 


could determine to live in a monarchial ſtate, 
where freedom, fortune, honor, and content- 
ment, depend upon the will of a ruler. 

In all the labors I ever undertook in this world, 
I never was overpowered with ſuch a heart-felt 
joy, or experienced ſuch glorious and pure de- 


light, as at that time, when I ſaved the man, 
who, for my liberty, had riſqued an ignominious 


death, and carried him, upwards of twelve hours, 
upon my ſhoulders; alive, we never would have 
been brought back to Glatz. 

But though I ſucceeded in this almoſt incre- 
dible fight, I -was deftined, by providence, to 


play ſtill more tragical parts. 


Had my future cruel fate, and a ſcries of forty 
years misfortune, been diſcovered to me at that 
time, I ſurely never ſhould have regarded my 
flight from Glatz as a happineſs. One year's pa- 


tence, would have pacified the incenſed ſove- 


reign; and when I at preſent view every thing 
in its true light, how much happier would it 


have 
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have been, for honeſt Schell and myſelf, had we 
never knoun each other; for I have ſince learnt, 


that he fell into ſuch a labyrinth of misfortunes, 
as nothing but death could end. What has ſince. 
happened to me, will be read in this hiſtory with 
aſtoniſhment and pity. It is however my con- 
ſolation, that the nobleſt kind of ambition, and 
the laws of nature, juſtify my undertakings ; pro- 
bably I was deſtined by fate, to experience, to 
feel more, and to ſee clearer than many other men, 
who never having known adverſity, live diſcon- 
tented in proſperity, and to whom time is a per- 
petual ſcourge. 

My lite may probably 8 as a model for 


mankind to learn a leſſon of patience, under the 


preſſure of calamity, and meet danges: with be- 
coming fortitude. 

I have obſerved in the courſe of my life, that 
the truly great, and good man, is ſtronger, and 
more difficult to ſubdue, than a commander at 
the head of an hundred thouſand flaves, with all 


his threats, tortures, or executioners. 


In Pruſſia only, my innocence is properly 


known; there, where [I ſuffered moſt, have I 


gained general love and eſteem, what 1 Prize a as 


"he beſt reward of my labors paſt. , 


1 was once more at liberty, in Braunau, ON che 


borders of Bohemia, and immediately ſent back 
| te 
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the two horſes, and the non-commiſſioned officer's 
ſabre to general Fonguet in Glatz. My letter 
on the occaſion provoked him ſo much, that he 


made all the ſentries, who were before my door, 
thoſe under arms, and upon the ramparts, where 


we had paſſed, run the gantlet. 


Thus the mean-fpirited foul wreaks its en 
.geance upon the defencelefs, and the tyrant on 


the innocent. | 
Now, for the firft time, I turned my back on 


my country; and every thing I had then loſt, 


feemed to me, in the firſt moment of my trant- 


port, to be gain. My eſtate, which had been 


purchaſed by my fore-fathers with blood and 
honor, was immediately confiſcated, and elf 


ſtigmatized as a traitor. 


I wrote to the king, related every minute par- 
ticular of the affair, demonſtrated to him my in- 
nocence, and begged for juſtice; but received 
no anſwer. 

In my eyes, the monarch is excuſable ; co- 
lonel Jaſcbinſey, a baſe man, who crept into his 
confidence, had made him ſuſpect my faith, and 


he could not read my heart; the firſt unjuſt ſtep 


was too haftily taken. I was condemned to pri- 
fon, without, being heard, or without a court- 
martial ; and it was diſcovered too late, that the 


monarch who was believed infallible, had uſed me 
| with 


i 5 A RO N TRE NC K. 95 | 
with harſhneſs and injuſtice. I would not ſue 
for mercy, for I was no criminal; and the king 
could, but would not publicly ſhew that he had 
ſuffered himſelf to be mifled ; my obſtinacy pro- 


voked him, and I wanted the Eg of Pn to 


gain my proceſs. 
The king, who really loved me, did not at Giſt 
entirely abandon me. I learnt, but alas! too 


late! that I had been ſentenced only to one year's 


confinement, to prove my loyalty ; this was not 
told, and was a riddle which I could not till af- 
terwards clear up. 

The town-major was a favorite of general 
Fougquet's, an avaricious man, who knew that I 


bad money, and wanted to act the protector; he 


always told me, I was condemned for life, and 
always flattered me with the hopes of the gene- 
ral's credit with his majeſty, and his with the 


general; for the preſent of a horſe, on which I 


rode to Glatz, I was allowed permiſſion to walk 


about the fortreſs, and for another hundred du- 


cats, I ſaved enſign Reita who wanted to eſcape 
with me, and was diſcovered. I have been aſ- 
ſured, that the very day, on which I tore his 
{word from his fide, and leaped like a deſperado 


cover the ramparts of Glatz, he was come into 


my priſon with an intent, after many threaten- 
ing preparatives, to bring me the joyful news, 
- that, 
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that, owing to his own exertions, and the ge- 
- neral's intreaties, I was ſentenced to be impri- 
foned only a year, conſequently, had my liberty 
to expect in a few weeks. — What a deteſtable, 
What a villanous action, of a ſelfiſh man to . 
cure money !! | 

This intrigue of the town-major, was 5 
never made known to the king—he was only 
_ acquainted by letter, that a few days before the 
time deſtined for my liberty, I had endeavoured, 
in a moſt deſperate manner, to eſcape, and fly 
to the enemy. Mult not the monarch, who«was 
thus deceived, and ftrengthened in his ſuſpicions, 
naturally believe, that my deſire to leave my 
country mult be unborinded ? how could he 
do otherwiſe, than order the man to be detain- 
ed by force, who defied him, and wiſhed to 
ſerve his enemics? In this manner, and owing 
to the mean, perſidious arts of ſelf. intereſted 
men, my fate has been always more and more 
entangled, till at laſt, the deluded monarch grew 
inſenſible, and even cruel towards me. 

But what reaſonable man can believe I would 
not have waited three weeks longer, had I known 


that my arreſt was but for one year, to have pro- 


cured my liberty with honor, ſaved my eſtate 
from being confiſcated, and ſcen my female friend 
| | fs | n 
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in Berlin, to whom my whole heart was de- 
r 


Behold me now, in Bohemia, a ſtranger, with- 
out money, without protection, or friends, left 
to my own conduct in the twentieth year of my 


life. 


In the year 1744, I had been Guard at a 
weaver's in Braunau, and to this man I had pro- 
poſed, and even helped him to ſecrete his trea- | 


ſures, to ſave them from being plundered ; 


thankfully, and with the ſincereſt friendſhip, did 
the honeſt man receive us into .his houſe, of 
which, two years before, I might have been 
ſtiled lord and commander, with nine horſes. : 
and five ſervants, full of hopes, and with the moſt 


glorious and favorable proſpects of future ad- 


vancement; now, on the contrary, I appeard a re- 
fugte, who ſought protection, and who, in a mo- 


ment, had loſt every thing on earth that could 


be dear to a young man. 

I had but one guinea in the world; my "I" 
Schell, had forty kreutzers, with which he was to 
cure his ancle; and then in a ſtrange country, 
ſeek protection, bread and honor. 
My ſituation was not better; I could on no 
account whatever go to French in Vienna, and 
rather choſe to try my fortune in the Eaſt-Indies, 


than ſtrengthen my country in its ſuſpicions, 
YOL bh H that 
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that I ever ed an ungenerous thought to- 
wards it; my deſire of honor, was too pure 
and elevated; on this account, my condition 
more helpleſs. I wrote to my friends in Ber- 
lin, but received no anſwer, probably becauſe I - 
could point out no ready way to receive It. 

My mother had believed the general report, 
and ſent no relief. My brother. was ſtill under 
the direction of his guardian; and my friend, in 
Schweidnitz, could not anſwer me, for he was f 
gone to Konigſberg. We ſpent about three 
weeks at Braunau, during which time, Shell's 
leg was cured, but my watch, his ſaſh and gor- 
get were ſold. Our hole ſtock amounted to rol 
florins. | 0 

J at length determined to undertake a journey. 
on foot to my mother, in Pruſſia, receive help 
from her, and then enter into the Ruſſian ſervice. 
Schell, whoſe fortune depended upon mine, would 

not leave me. We procured paſſports as Pruſ- 
ſian deſerters, with reverſed names ; I was called 
Knert, and Schell, Leſch. 5 

Thus we left Braunau, on the 2d of January, 

in the evening, and took the road of Bilitz to 
Poland. A friend, from Vienna, gave us a pair 

of piſtols, a gun, and three ducats, which ſtill 

remain in Braunau. It may not be amiſs to res 
mark, that this friend owed me one hundred du- 
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cats which I had lent him, and which he has 
never yet paid, but when I demanded them, 
ſent me thoſe three ducats as alms. . 

I ſhall only relate ſome circumſtances of this 
journey ; for to deſcribe it minutely, and men-- 
tion every occurrence attending it, would fill a 
volume. I will, at the ſame time, inſert our 
Journal, which my friend Schell had preſerved, 
and the original of which, he left me in the year 
1776, at Aix-la-Chapelle, when he came to ſee 
me after a thirty years ſeparation. Here it is 
faithfully copied, and with it begins the firſt act, 
in which I muſt appear .as an adyenturer upon ” 
the theatre of the world. | 

Perhaps, in the ſtrange adventures 8 my 
life, I have experienced more good than bad 
fortune, to have been freed from accidents 
and ſnares, in which a thouſand others would 
have been entangled. I have certainly been 
more than thirty times in danger of my life, in 
ſuch dangers, as in the ſcale of probability, might 
be eſtimated fatal. I undertook things which 
my temerity favored ; whereas many others, who 
attempted with equal courage, have found their 
grave, or at leaſt been rendered incapable of 


ever giving their ies like myſelf, publicly to 
the world. | 
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JouRNAL of my TraveLs on Foot from 
Braunau, in Bohemia, through Poland 
to Merenitz, and from thence through 
Thorau to Elbing, being One Hundred 
and Sixty-nine German Miles“. 


HE 18th of January, 1747, we went from 

Braunau, by way of Politz, to Nachod, 
three miles; our caſh amounted to | three florins 
an forty-five kreutzers. 

The 19th, to Neuſtadt. Here Schell changed 
his uniform for a common grey working frock, 
and received from a Jew two florins fifteen 
kreutzers to boot; from thence we went to Reich- 
nau, in all three miles. : 

The 20th, to Leutomiſchel, five miles. Here- 
I ate fo greedily of ſome bread, hot. from the 
oven, that I had nearly died with a pain in my 


2 — 


N One German mile is nearly equal to ſix Engliſh ones. 
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ſtomach; we were forced to ſtay a day here, and 
the landlord charged us ſo very high, that he left 
us but little remaining. 

The 22d, through Tribau to Zevittau, four 
miles. The 23d, to Sternberg, ſix miles. This 
march was too much for poor Schell, on account 
of his weak leg, notwithſtanding which, he was 

the following day, 

The 24th, obliged to hold it out in very ep 
ſnow, and with an empty belly, as far as Leip- 
nick, four miles, Here I ſold my breaſt buckle 

for four florins. 

The 25th, to Freyberg, and through Weiſkirch 
to Drachotuſck, five miles. Onour road we found, 
in the morning early, a violin in its caſe, which 
ſomebody had loſt; the landlord, in Weiſkirch, 

gave us two florins for it, and promiſed to return 
it to the man who owned it, for it was worth 
-jtewenty.} | | 


The 26th, to > Frideck, in Upper Sileſia, two 
miles. 
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The 27th, to a Wane, four miles and a half; 

and the 28th, through Scotſka to Bilitz, three 
miles. As this is the barrier town betwixr Po- 
land and Auſtria, captain Capi, of Marſpall's 
regiment, who was quartered there, demanded 
our paſſports, in which we had inſerted other 
names, and given ourſelves out as private Pruſ- 


ſian 
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ſian deſerters. But a drummer, who had de- 
ſerted from Glatz, knew us, and acquainted the 
captain. This ſtupid proud miſanthrope, had 
us immediately taken up, and without any hear- 
ing, ordered us to be conducted back again on 
foot, as far as Teſchen, four miles. 
We were carried before the lieutenant-colonel, 
baron Schwarzer, a very honeſt man; he pitied 
us, and blamed the cruel proceedings of captain 
Capi. I related to him, very candidly, my whole 
hiſtory ; he did all he could to diſſuade me from 
my journey to Poland, and adviſed me to proceed 
to Vienna—butin vain—my good genius kept me, 
at that time, from going there. Would to God, 
that I had ever been diſtant from it, how many 
calamities ſhould I not have avoided ! and how 
fortunately ſhould J have eſcaped the rivals of the 
Trenckiſh eſtate, who have continually haraſſed 
me, and rendered me uſeleſs to my country! 
Schwarzer lent us his own horſes as far as Bi- 
litz, and gave me four ducats to bear our ex- 
pences upon the road, which I afterwards faith- 
fully repaid him. This I never will forget, for 
they were of the en ſervice in buying me 
a pair of boots. . 
My blood now rebelled againſt Capi. We 
went through Bilitz to Biala, on the borders of 
Poland; from thence I ſent him a challenge to 
: BE + ee 
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meet me with ſword or piſtol, but received no an- 


ſwer, neither did he appear, and I will eternally 
conſider him as a coward and a villain. 

1 muſt, on this occaſion, put my reader in 
mind of my former condition. 

At preſent, I was forced to march priſoner to 
Teſchen, like a deſpicable private deſerter, by 
order of the miſcreant Capi, and I was too feeble 
to force him to meet me like a man, when I was 
free in Poland. 

On account of my poverty, I was looked upon 
as an itinerant vagabond. What avail honor, 
virtue, knowledge, or bravery, when neceſſity | 
prevents us from boldly entering the company of 

our equals? Poverty diſheartens a youth, and 


drives him from the ſociety of men who might 


be uſeful to his fortune, and where he would have 
an opportunity of ſhewing what he is. In the 
firſt years of my life, I had always been amongſt 
the Great. Great men formed my heart, and 


were the companions of my hours. At the court 


of Frederick, I was reckoned amongſt his fa- 
vorites ; but mafk the tranſition !! I was now 
in a ſtrange country, in contempt and wretch- 
edneſs, forced to endure cold, want, hunger, 
and every affliction of ſoul and body; obliged to 
fly from what _w heart * after, and puſh. 


BARON TRN OCR. E 5 188 
myſelf forward -in the world without knowing 
where! 
1 was too proud to diſcover myſelf to any bo- 
dy- but to whom? In a foreign country, my name, 
perhaps, might have been of ſervice. But even in 
Auſtria, where this name was known, I would 
not remain, nor attempt my fortune, but ſhunned 
every opportunity which could increaſe the ſuſ 
picions of diſſoyalty to my country. 

In the courſe of this long journey on foot, at- 
tended with every poſſible trouble and vexation, 
how caſily might my fiery diſpoſition have 
plunged me into ſuch misfortunes, as the youth, 
unacquainted with difficulty, and incapable of 
reſolve, frequently encounters; but when once 
determined, nothing could withhold me; and my 
true friend, Schell, to whom every thing was in- 
different, whether hunger, or plenty, honor, or 
diſgrace, co- operated to the utmoſt of his ability. 

Ihe 1ft of February, we travelled four miles, 
from Biala to Oſwinzin; for I had reſolved to 
ſeek an aſylum at my ſiſter's, who was married 
to Mr. Faldew, and lived in aitluence, at her 
eſtate, at Hamme, in Brandenburg, which lay 
betwixt Ladſberg, on the I aarte, and Meſe- 
ritz, on the borders of Poland. 


The 
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The 2d, to Brobreck and Elkuſch, five miles. 
In this day's march we ſuffered exceedingly, 
owing to the depth of ſnow on the road, and our 
being thinly clad. Schell, through careleſſneſs, 
loſt our purſe, conſiſting of nine florins. L had 
nineteen gro/chens remaining. 

The 3d, to Crumelew, three miles ; and the 
4th to Wladowiequd Joreck. From thence, on 
the 5th, to Czenſtocowa, where ſtands the fa- 
mous rich cloiſter. | | | 

Ar the foot of the convent-hill we went into a 
public-houſe, kept by a truly diſintereſted man, 
named Lazar; he had been a lieutenant in the 
Auſtrian ſervice, and underwent many difficul- 
ties, and was now a poor publican, in Poland. 
We had not a farthing in the world, and de- 
manded dry bread ; but the honeſt man allowed 
us to eat at his table. I truſted him with the 
whole truth of our ſituation, and the project of 
our journey; we had ſcarce finiſhed our friendly 
meal, when a coach drove to the door, and three 
gentlemen, who appeared to be merchants, came 
into the room. They had their own horſes, one 
ſervant, and a coachman. 

This adventure is-worthy the attention of my 
reader, and I will relate every particular of it, 
in as few words as poſſible. 


We 
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We had met this coach before in Elkuſch; 
one of the gentlemen aſked Schell where we were 
going, and was anſwered, to Czenſtocowa ; 
we had not the leaſt ſuſpicion that this accident 
threatened us with any misfortune. The gentle. 
men remained all night in the public-houſe, 


looked at us with great indifference, and ſpoke 


little. 
We went to ſleep; but in the $6 of the 


night, the honeſt landlord awakened us, and re- 


lated, with aſtoniſhment, that theſe two men 
were diſguiſed Pruſſians ſent after us. 


They had offered him a bribe of fifty, and at 


laſt, one hundred ducats, if he would allow them 
to ſurpriſe us in his houſe, bind, and carry us to 


Sileſia; but he firmly, and generouſly refuſed to 


comply with their demand, although he was 


promiſed a great reward beſides. He was how- 
ever, obliged to bind himſelf to ſecreſy, for which 
they gave him fix ducats in hand. 


By this, we plainly perceived that they were 


officers and non-commiſſioned officers, who had 


been diſpatched after us by general Fouquet. We 
conſidered how the ſecret of our Journey could be 
| diſcovered, and found, that it muſt have been 


a lieutenant Mollinie, a friend of Schell 8, who 


was quartered in Habelſchwerd, and had come 
to ſee us in Braunau. 


He 
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Hie ſtayed a couple of days with us, and 
ſeemed very inquiſitive about the road we meant 
to take. He was the only perſon who knew it, 
was undoubtedly a ſpy of Fouguet's, and gave 
riſe to the ſcene which terminated ſo luckily 
for us. 

At the firſt idea of ſo ſhameful a plot being 
_ contrived. againſt us, I wanted to ruſh, ſword in 
hand, into the room of our purſuers ; but Lazar 

and Schell prevented me; the former even pro- 
poſed, that T ſhould ſtay with him, till ſuch 
time as I could have a remittance from my mo- 
ther, nor expoſe myſelf to more dangers or diſ- 
trefles. It was to no purpoſe. I was reſolved 
to ſee her myſelf; neither was J certain, what 
might be the effect of my letter. Lazar aſſured 
me that we fhould be attacked by theſe men, 


and that on the high road. 
So much the better, ſaid I, I ſhall have an 


opportunity of ſending them into the other world, 
and puniſhing ſuch robbers. In the morning 
early, theſe artful gentlemen went away, and 
took the road to Warſaw. | 
Wewanted to go likewiſe, but Lazar detained? 
us two days, almoſt by force, and gave us the 
| fix dueats he received from the Pruſſians. 
We bought each a ſhirt, another pair of piſtols, 
A pa of ſtockings, and ſome other little neceſ- 
| ſaries; 
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ſaries; and after embracing this honeſt landlord, 
who gave us the beſt leſſons of caution to be uſed 
on our way, we departed. | 

The 6th of February, from Czenſtocowa to 
Dankow, two miles. We made every prepa- 
ration for an attack. We -knew, from Lazar, 
that our purſuers had but one gun in the coach. 
I had a gun, a good ſword, and each of us had 
a pair of piſtols underneath our coats; theſe 
_ concealed weapons they were unacquainted with, 

and created their confuſion in the attack. 


The 7th. We took the road to Parſemechi, : 


but had not been above an hour on our march; 
before we perceived, at a diſtance, a coach on the 
main road. We came nearer, diſcovered it to 
be that of our purſuers, which ſeemed to be 
ſticking in the ſnow, and the gentlemen ſtand- 
ing by; as ſoon as we approached, they craved 


our aſſiſtance their deſign muſt have been to 


decoy us. Schell was a weak man ; me they would 

immediately have ſeized upon, and forced into 

the coach, for their intent was to take us alive. 
We went a little out of the road, and paſſed 


them about thirty paces, with the anſwer, © We 
“ have not time to help you, gentlemen.” They 
inſtantly ſprung to the coach, pulled out piſtols, 
and ran towards us, ſaying, “Halt! ſtand, 


«* villains.” We began to run, according to 
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agreement, but I turned ſuddenly round, and 
with my gun, ſhot the foremoſt through the 
heart, he fell. Schell fired his piſtols, a couple 
of ſhots were returned, and Schell received a ball 
in his neck. I attacked another, fired my two 
piſtols, he ran off; in my rage I followed him 
about three hundred yards, and overtook him, 
but as he turned about to defend himſelf with his 
fword, perceived that he was full of blood, found 
little reſiſtance, and cut him down. I looked 
around, and ſaw Schell overpowered by the 
other two who were dragging him to the coach; 
ran furiouſly towards them, they did not perceive 
me till I was cloſe upon them, then quitted their 
prey, and fled into the fields. The coachman 
who had ſeen the ſcufle, mounted his box and 
rode off. Thus was Schell ſaved, but he had a 
ball in his neck, and a cut in his right hand, 
dving to which, he loſt his ſword ; however, he 
aſſured me, that one of his opponents had re- 

ccived a thruſt in the body. | 
What was now to be done ? The firſt had a 
ſilver watch, this I ſeized, and was going to 
| Tearch for money, when Schell called me, and 
pointed to a coach and fix which was coming 
down.the hill; ſhould we have waited for it, and 
perhaps been taken up for highwaymen, the 
| wo 
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two who had eſcaped, would no doubt have ac- 
cuſed us. | 

In our hurry, we determined that flight was 
our ſafeſt courſe. I caught hold of the hat and 
gun of the firſt we ſhot, and we made the beſt of 
our way into the buſhes, then to the foreſt; and 
after making a long round, and full of a thouſand 

anxieties, we arrived in the « evening at Parſe- 
mech. 

Schell bled a great deal, I bound up his 3 
as well as I could. There are no ſurgeons in the 
Poliſh villages, and it was with much difficulty 
he reached the town. Here we found but two 
Saxon non-commiſſioned officers, who were re- 
cruiting for the guards at Dreſden; my perſon, 
and height of ſix feet, inſtantly caught their eye, 
we ſoon became acquainted, and propoſals were 
made; but I related to them candidly who we 
were, and the ſtory of the Pruſſian robbers. We 


found them very honeſt fellows, and paſſed ſeven 
days with theme © © 


J learnt afterwards, that only one of hails who. 
| attacked us, beſides the coachman, returned 
alive to Glatz. The officer, who ſuffered him-' 
ſelf to be employed in ſo ſhameful an affair, was 
named Ger/dorft, and had one hundred and fifty 
ducats about him when he was carried off dead. 
What a noble, and deſerved booty, would that 


have 


have been for us, if the . coach al fix had 
not driven us away—fortune this time favored 
the juſt. I was treacherouſly attacked, and 
forced to fly like a common thief. 

The watch we ſold to a Jew for four ducats, 
the hat for three florins and a half ; and as Schell 
was not able to carry the gun, we diſpoſed of it 
for one ducat. Moſt of our money remained in 
Parſemechi. The ſurgeon, who was a Jew, 
charged high for the e we took 8 

With us. 
On the 15th, February, we travelled from 
Parſemechi to Biala, four miles. 

The 16th. Through Jeriſheow to Micorſen, 
four miles and a halt. | 

The 17th. To Schwarzwald, three tiene 

The 18th. To Sdune, faur, and the 19th, 
to Goblin, two miles. Here we had neither bread 
nor money. I fold my coat to a Jew, and re- 
ceived for 1t, four florins and a grey working 
frock ; for, as we drew nearer to my ſiſter, I 
payed little attention to my dreſs, in hopes of - 
being ſoon better equipped. But Schell grew 
daily more miſerable; his wounds healed ſlowly ; 

the cold was detrimenzal to him; and, as at any 
rate he was no great lover of cleantiets his 
body ſoon became a fruitful e of all kinds 
of Poliſh vermin. 
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We arrived, often wet and weary, into poor 
ſmoaking hovels; and were forced the whole 
of our journey to ſleep on ſtraw, often upon 
the cold floor: it is ſcarcely to be figured, 
what miſery and diſtreſs we were obliged to un- 
dergo, in wandering about the uncultivated parts 

of Poland; where Philanthropy is unknown; 
where hard-hearted Jews deny a night's lodging 
to the poor traveller, and expole him to the 
want of bread, refreſhment, and cloathing. 

There are hardſhips, which can only be con- 
ceived in their full force, by thoſe who have 
experienced them. My gun procured, us now 
and then a dinner; and a few tame geeſe and 
fowls when they were to be had, were not ſpared. 
Theſe are the only things we ever ſtole. 

Here and there we met with Saxon and Pruſ- 
fan recruiting parties; they all were attracted 
by my ſize and youth; I was often diverted to 
hear them propoſe to me, the means of making 
my fortune, by aſſuring me that I might be- 
come a corporal; or, when they did all they 

could to intoxicate me with meth, . and 
brandy. 
The ai. We proceed from Goblin to Pug- 
nitz, three miles and a half; and the 22d, 
through Storchneſt to Schmiegel, four miles. 
Here we met with an extraordinary adventure ; 
vol., I, - I | — On 
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the peaſants were dancing to a wretched violin ; 


I took it out of the fidler's hands, and played 
them a tune. This pleaſed; but when I wanted 
to leave off, they would not allow me; and I 


was forced to continue the whole night, until 


I was fairly like to faint with fatigue. At length 
they began to fight; Schell got upon a bench, 


they ſtruck him on his wounded hand; he at- 


.tacked them like a fury. In my rage, I ſeized 
my gun; laid about me at a terrible rate; and 


having put them all in confuſion, we made the 
beſt of our way out of doors, and retired with- 


out further injury. 


What an opportunity had 1 this night, of 


making obſervations on my fate! About two 


years before this, I danced at Berlin, with the 
princeſſes and ſiſters of my monarch ; now I 


* fat as muſician in a Poliſh hut, to a pack of 


half-naked boors, with whom I was at laſt 
obliged to fight. Was I not myſelf the cauſe 
of all this? Why would I ſhew the Polanders 
that I underſtood any thing of muſic? Had it 


not an e ambition, I might have ſlept 
in peace. How many difficulties beſide this 
"ſhould I have eſcaped, if a deſire to excel and 
pleaſe, had not often urged me on beyond the 


bounds of moderation and en 


On 
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On the 23d of February, we proceeded on our 
journey from Schiegel to Rakonitz ; and from 


thence to Karger-Holland, four miles and a halt. 


Here I fold a ſhirt, and Schell his waiſtcoat, 
for eighteen gro/chens or nine /choftacks, to ſave 
us from ſtarving. The day before, I ſhot a 
haſel-hen, or heath-pout ; which (ſuch was 
our hunger) we devoured raw; and as it was 
tolerably good, I tried a crow; but that Schell 
would not taſte. Young people who travel, 
require plenty to eat therefore, our gro/coens 
were ſoon ſpent. 

February 24th. We got as far as Lettel, po 
miles, where we plied. a day to deliberate on 
our beit mode of proceeding to my fifter, at 
Hamme. We found a Pruſſian ſoldier's wife, 
who dwelt in Lettel, and was a vaſſal of my 
ſiſter's, from the village of Kolſchen; to her I 
trufted my neceſſitous and perilous Aae 
and ſhe conducted us. 

February the 26th to Kurſcben and Falken- 


walde, and on the 27th to Oſt; then through 


an unfrequented foreſt of five miles and a halt; 
two miles of which were in Brandenburg. We 
arrived ſafe at Hamme, and knocked at my 
ſiſter's door about nine o'clock in the evening. 
A maid opened it, ſhe was a girl 1 knew, called 
Maria, who had been brought up in our houſe. 

| 12 „„ - one 
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She ſtarted when ſhe ſaw a big fellow in beg- 
gars apparel before her; I addreſſed her im- 


mediately with, Don't you know me?” ſhe 
- anſwered, “ No.” I diſcovered myſelf, aſked 


« If my ſiſter was at home?” „ Yes, but ſick 
« jn bed.” © Tell her privately that I am here.” 
She conducted me into a room, and my ſiſter 
was with me in a moment. She was terrified 
at my appearance, and did not even know that 
I had eſcaped from Glatz; main to her huſ- 
band, but did not return. 

In a quarter of an hour, he. honeſt Maria 


came to us, cried, and faid, her maſter deſired 


we would immediately quit his houſe, or he 
would be under the neceſſity of delivering us 
up. My ſiſter I did not ſee again, her huſband 


_ detained her by force. 


Judge what I felt at that moment; I was too 
proud, too much enraged, to aſk for a ſupply o 
money, but haſtned like a madman, with a 
thouſand threats, out of the houſe. The good 
hearted compaſſionate girl preſſed three ducats 
(weeping) into my hand; and thus we returned 
hungry, fatigued, and faint, into the foreſt, 
which was not above one hundred yards from the 
caſtle; afraid to enter any houſe, becauſe we 
were in Brandenburg, and forced to wander 
about the whole night in rain and ſhow, 


In 


BARON TRENCK. 117 

In the morning our conductreſs brought us 
again to Littel; ſhe ſhed tears at our hard fate, 
and received from me but two ducats for the 

trouble and danger ſhe had undergone.—I gave 
her future aſſurances; and in the year 17511 
made her come to me at Vienna, where I took 
every poſſible care of her; ſhe was about fifty | 
years of age, and died with me in Hungary : a 
few weeks! before my unfortunate Journey to 
Dantzig. 

In this wretched condition we were ſcarcely 
got to the foreſt, when in the firſt tranſports of 
my rage, I ſaid to Schell, © Brother! does not 
« ſuch a ſiſter deſerve that I ſhould ſet her 
e houſe in flames? Moderation, a noble ſoul, 
and an entire ſubmiſſion to the will of fate, were 
virtues which in this man were carried to an 
aſtoniſhing height: in every adventure, where 
my choleric diſpoſition was likely to exceed 
proper bounds, he was my Mentor and my 
faithful conductor; on theſe accounts I honor 
his aſhes, he deſerved a better fate than that 
which purſued him to his grave: on this occa- 
fion he ſaid to me, - © Friend! thy fiſter may 
ebe guiltleſs; her huſband has detained her; 
« do but conſider! if the King was to hear that 
« we had been in his Beute or that he had aſ- 
« fiſted us; thy ſiſter would then be as unfor- 
| 13 « tunate 
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„ tunate as thee: chear up! think more gene- 


« roully! and ſhould ſhe act unjuſtly, a time 


may perhaps come, when her children will 


« need thy help, and thou canſt return them 
good for evil! ! What joy does a noble mind 
« experience on ſuch triumphs?” ” 

I ſhall eternally remember this faithful advice, | 
it was really a prophecy ; my rich brother-in-law 
died ſoon afterwards. | | 

In the Ruſſian war all their eſtates were ruined, 
and on my releaſe from Magdeburg, about nine- 
teen Fears after this adventure, it actually hap- 


| pened that I had it in my power to be of ſervice 
to the children of this very ſiſter. —Such are the 


unexpected revolutions of fortune !! | 
This ſhe proved to me in my priſon in Mag- 


| deburg that ſhe was really my fiſter. She was 


ſcandalouſly betrayed by Weingarten, the Auſ- 
trian Ambaſſador's ſecretary at Berlin, owing to 
which ſhe loſt part of her effects, and at length 
her life became a lacrifice to her untortunate 
brother. 

I was now obliged to change my / plan, as I 
eld find neither aſſiſtance nor refuge, where I 
expected to meet with both; 1 determined to fly 
to my mother in Pruflia, who lived on her 
eſtate about nine miles beyond Koning berg : the 
28th we remained in Littel; the 1ſt of March 

| [Os went 
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ent to Pleeſe, three miles; and the 2d to Me- 
ſoritz, one mile and a half; from thence on the 
zd through Werſebaurn to Birnbaurn, three 


2 7 —m__ - 4 
r 2 i 
. * 2 imum Ab 2 4 PRs 


2 


2 1 1 
** e 72 


— en A atten; lem h ers * 
r K . POET ot RY 
dy. af K . 7 


miles; on the 4th to Zircke, Wruneck, Obeiſt- il 

DS a „ F + 
ſhow, and Stubnitze, ſeven miles in one day, * 
three of which we found an opportunity to ride; 1 


on the 5th we travelled to Rogoſen, but had not 
a farthing to pay a night's lodging, the Jew drove 
us out; and gnawed by hunger we wandered 
about the whole night, ſo that at day break we 
found we were only two miles farther on our 
road; we went into a peaſant's hut, where an old 
woman was taking bread out of the oven; pay 
for any we could not; and at that moment I was 
convinced a man might commit murder to pro- 
cure a morſel of bread; the thought of which 
made me ſhudder!! We haſtned from the dooy, 
and went two miles further to Wongrotze. 
Here I was reduced to the hard neceſſity of 
ſelling my gun, which had procured us ſo many 
meals; the price of which enabled us to ſatiate 
our hunger, after having wandered about in 
ſnow and dirt, without reſt or refreſhment for the 
laſt forty hours. 
The 6th we reſted; and on the th we went 
through Genin to a village which lay about four 
miles in a wood. Here we fell in with a band of 


gipſies, conſiſting of about four hundred men, 
„„ and 
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and moſtly compoſed of Pruſſian and French . 
ſerters; they looked on us as their equals, and 
inſiſted upon our joining their camp; but when 
I had honeſtly converſed with their leader, he 
gave me a Iaub- dollar, ſome proviſions, and ſuf- 
fered us to depart in peace, after having * 
twenty-four hours in their company. 

The ꝗth as far as Lapuſchin, three miles and 


a half; and the 1oth to Thoren, four miles. 


Here follows a wonderful incident which ſhews 


that fate had deſtined me as a true adventurer; 
for on every occaſion I always met ſome new 


difficulty to combat; and circumſtances have oc- 
curred in my life which might have been looked 
upon as fabulous. 
It happened to be the annual market in Thoren 
as we paſſed through the town; figure to your- 
ſelf, a ſtout young fellow of my lize; miſerably 


cloathed, with a huge ſword at his fide, a pair 


of piſtols in his girdle, and accompanied by- a 
comrade, whoſe hand and neck were tied up, 


with more the appearance of a ghoſt, than a 


mortal. | 

We went to a public. houſe, but they would 
not ſuffer us to enter. I inquired for the Jeſuits 
college, found it out, and deſired to ſpeak with 
the father rector. 


At 
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At firſt, they looked upon me as a thief, who 
ſought an aſylum. After waiting a long time, 
and carneſt ſolicitations; I at length was pre- 
ſented to his Jeſuitical majeſty, who received 
me as the Mogul would his flaves. My pro- 
poſition was truly touching ! I related to him 
my whole hiſtory, likewiſe the intent of this 
Journey ; and begged that he would take care 
of, and keep my deliverer Schell, whoſe wounds 
diſabled him from going any further, till ſuch 
time as I had gone to my mother and ſought 
help. I then promiſed to return to Thor; 
join my friend, and gratefully repay him every 
expence and trouble. | | 

I ſhall ever refle& with contempt, on the be- 
haviour of this proud and unfeeling prieſt. He 
would not even hear me with patience, but often 
interrupted me with, © Make haſte, I have more 
ce important buſineſs.” In ſhort, I was forced 
to depart without the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance; and 
I have learned from experience, how to eſtimate . 
the generoſity of the Jeſuits, ſo unjuſtly ex 
tolled. God help the honeſt man, who in ad- 
verſity, ſhould ſtand in need of their ſuccour: 
they are like the generality of monks; intereſted, 
proof againſt every feeling of humanity; and 
comfort the afflicted with a fatyrical tone. Four 
times in my life have I craved help, council, 
and 


\ a 
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and comfort, at the gate of a cloiſter: and four 


times have I been diſmiſſed, unaided, unadviſed, 


and unconſoled. In my opinion, every honeſt 
man ſhould carry wood, oil, and fire, to ex- 
tirpate them from the face of the earth. Vil- 
lains and murderers find favour amongſt them; 
as they wifh upon every occaſion, to ſhew them- 
ſelves ſuperior to the laws of the land; and to 


' augment their power over the minds of the 


weak and literate. The virtuous and oppreſſed, 
in vain feek relief, where theſe leeches of the 
ſtate, like the hungry leopard, are ever ready 
to watch for prey, oppreſs the weak, and de- 
ceĩve the enlightened; becauſe they have no 
ſpur to induſtry; but according to the prin- 
ciples of the cloiſter, are enemies to all civil 


virtues and patriotic Wy. 


There 1s not a thing; which the craft of prieſts 
could invent, I have not ſuffered. The 
Jeſuits I may thank for the loſs of my large 
Hungarian property ; as father Romphmuller, was 
Count Grafhelkowitz boſom friend and confeſſor | 
at court, I could not on this occaſion, forbear 
theſe few reflections, and indulge my natural 
hatred againſt this viper breed. 

But to reſume my ſtory. I returned from the 


Jeſuits college to my inn, chagrined and de- 
| jected. Here I found a Pruſſian recruiting offi- 


Cr 
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cer waiting for me, who uſed every poſſible 
means to induce me to inlift. He even offered 
ine five hundred dollars bounty money, and a 
corporal's ſtick, provided I could write. I paſſed 
myſeif as a Livonian, who had deſerted from 


the Auſtrian ſervice, and was going home to 
take poſſeſſion of a ſmall inheritance. After a 


variety of ineffectual perſuaſions, he told me 
by way of ſecret; he knew me to be a thief, 


and would ſhortly be taken up by the magiſtrate : 


but if T inliſted with him, no perſon would have 
It in their power to punith me. This was a lan- 


guage I could not brook. In a moment, I was 


Treack; ſtruck him, and drew my ſabre. In- 


ſtead of making any reſiſtance, he ran to the 
door, and deſired the landlord not to ſuffer me 
to eſcape. 


As J knew that the town of Thoren had the 


ſecret privilege of delivering over all deſerters 


to the King of Pruſſia; I was rather afraid. 
I went to the window, and perceived two 


Pruſſian non-commiſſioned officers enter the 


houſe. I inſtantly ſeized my ſword and piſtol ; 


Schell followed, and we met the Pruſſians at | 


the room door: with my piſtol cocked, I called 
out, make way! The terrified Pruſſians drew 


their ſabres, and ſprung back. Juſt then the 
Pruſſian lieutenant accompanied by the town 


guard, 
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> cog} 


guard, arrived at the door. I made way on all 
fides of me, with a piſtol in one hand, and a 
ſabre in the other. Each retired frightned ; 
calling ſtop thief!—ſtop thief!! People ran 
after me, but I arrived ſafe in the Jeſuits con- 
vent. My friend Schell was overpowered, taken, 
and dragged like a thief and a robber to the 
town jail. I was almoſt diſtracted, becauſe I 
could not free him; and already figured to w_ 
ſelf, that he would be given uy. 

I was received this time in the Jeſuits college, 


much better then at firſt. Being now looked 
upon as a real robber, who fled there for ſafety. 


I ſpoke to one of the fathers, a friendly man; 


related briefly every thing that could juſtify me, 


and begged to know the reaſon why we had 
been thus uſed. , He went away, returned again 
in about an hour, and brought the following 
anſwer. That nobody knew who we were, 
« and as the day before a great robbery had 


„ been committed by ſome thieves, breaking. 


© into a merchant's ſtore houſe, all ſuſpicious. 
« people were ſtopt; our being ſeen in the 


% town, in ſuch a dreſs, with piſtols, in our 


girdle, had a very bad appearance. The land- 
lord, into whoſe houſe we had gone, was a 
Pruſſian recruiter, and had repreſented us as 
* ſuſpicious people. The Pruſſian lieutenant 
| v « had 
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« had been ſummoned by theſe complaints; 
* and on that account, it had been thought 
« proper to detain us. 
This report rejoiced me; as I had our Mora- 
vian paſſes and journal in my pocket, which 
cleared up every ſuſpicion, I deſired they might 
ſend to the places where we had come through 
and ſlept. In ſhort, I convinced the Jeſuit 
that I told truth. He went away again, and 
brought with him the town yndikers, to whom 
1 gave inconteſtible proofs/ of our innocence ; 
he examined Schell in confinement, and found 
every thing to corroborate what I had ſaid: 
our writings, which had been ſeized in the 
_ public-houſe, plainly ſhewed who we were. 1 
ſpent the night in the convent; but the con- 
tinual reflections how low fortune had funk 
me, prevented me from cloſing my eyes. Schell 
gave me ſtill more uneaſineſs, for he knew not 
where I was, and fancied we ſhould both be 
ſent to Bern; in which caſe he had reſolved 
to ſtrangle himſelf. | | 
About ten o'clock in the morning, my joy 
was inexpreſſible; my worthy Jeſuit appeared, 
brought Schell with him, and informed us we 
were found innocent, and at liberty to go where 
we pleaſed; but cautioned us againſt che Pruſſian 
wecruiten who were watching for us. Their 
; lieutenant 
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lieutenant hoped, that if I was taken up as a 
robber, it might be the means of putting me 
as a recruit into his hands. 

I embraced Schell, who had ſuffered prod; 
giouſly in the fray; for, with his left hand he 
had defended himſelf, and did all he could to 


follow me. The mob threw dirt at him; and 


termed him during his confinement, a raſcal, 


who deſerved the gallows for houſe- breaking. 


In fact, the poor man was not in a condition 


to proceed: the wound in his neck was ſcared, 


that of his, hand entirely green. The father 
rector ſent us a ducat, but would not ſhew him- 
ſelf; and the Burgomeiſter gave each of us a 
Laub-dollar, by way of making amends for our 


being fo cruelly uſed. Thus we were packed 


off, went to our inn, took our bundle, and were 
going to leave Thoren. | 

I recollected that in our road to FN there 
were ſome Pruſſian villages. We therefore in- 
quired at a ſhop, where we could procure a 
map of the country; the boy pointed to a little 
old hunch-backed woman, who was ſtanding at 


a door oppoſite, and told us ſhe had plenty, 
for her ſon was a ſtudent, and he made no doubt 
but ſhe would let us fee them. We addreſſed 
her, my ſtory pleaſed; for I told her we were 
two 
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two unfortunate travellers, who wiſhed to ſee 


the route to Ruſſia. 


She conducted us into A room, PE an atlas 


upon the table, and placed herſelf oppoſite me. 
As I looked at the map, and was endeavouring 


to conceal my dirty hand ruffles from her pierc- 
ing eyes —ſhe oblerved me with peculiar atten- 


tion—at laſt burſt into tears, and exclaimed, 
« O God! who knows what is become of my 
« only darling ſon! I am ſure the gentleman is 
« of good parents. My ſon went likewiſe into 
« a foreign country. I have not heard from 
him theſe eight years. J underſtood he was 
« a dragoon, in Auſtria.” I aſked © in what 


_« regiment” “ In Hohenems, he was the very 


picture of you.” Is he not about my fize?” 
&« Yes, full as tall“ —“ Has he not fair hair?“ 
« Juſt like yours” What is his name?“ «“ Wil- 
* liam.” „O dear mother! exclaimed I, Bill 
« is not dead; he lives, and was my faithful 
«© comrade with the regiment.” How aſtoniſhed 
was my little mother; ſhe clung round my neck, 
called me an angel from heaven, ſent to her 
with good news; aſked a thouſand queſtions, 
which I eafily anſwered her; for her haſty joy 
always ſuggeſted them. This once in my lite, 


I acted as a cheat through neceflity, and by an 


extraordina. y accident. 


My 
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My advantage was this, I told her I was 
likewiſe a ſoldier in Hohenems, and was going 
upon leave to my mother in Ermland; but 
would return in a month, take her letters with 


me, and ſend her {on home, provided ſhe would 


buy his diſcharge. | 
She now related to me, that his ſtep-father 


had drove him from home; and only wifned 


his death, that every thing might be left to the 


ſon he had by her. He was at preſent g gone to 


Marienburg, &c. &c. 


J ſeized Thin opportunity, a an begged of her 
in a moving manner to take care of my com- 


rade, who had been wounded on our journey, 


by the Pruſſian recruiters, until I ſent him 
money to purſue his route, or returned myſelf, 
and thankfully rewarded her. She confented 


willingly ; and promiſed Schell ſhould be pro- 
Perly taken care of, by a friend and citizen 
in the neighbourhood, that her huſband might 


know nothing of the matter. She infiſted on 
our dining with her; preſented me with a new 


ſhirt, a pair of ſtockings, proviſion for three 


days, fix Lunenburg gueldres, kiſſed me, and 
gave me her bleſſing. In the evening I left 
Thoren, and my friend Schell, who was now 
provided for, and might depend upon. me for 


aſſiſtance, 
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we parted with ſorrow and brotherly love; and 
on the 13th I journeyed as far as Burglow. 

It is impoſſible for me to deſcribe the uneaſi- 
neſs I felt the day on which I wandered forwards 
alone, and without a friend; my courage was 
caſt down, and my very foul ſeemed to be un- 
hinged. —Theſe may be reckoned amongſt the 
bittereſt hours of my lite. I was often on the 
point of turning back and bringing him along 
with me, but reaſon got the better of defire; I 1 
was near my aim, and hope urged meon. 

The 14th I got as far as Shevetz, and on the 
1;th to Neuburg and Move, conſequently had 
travelled thirteen miles in two days; here I flepr - 
on ſtraw, amongſt a number of other travellers; 
but in the morning when I roſe, my piſtols and 
every farthing of money were gone, and all my 
bed-fellows had decamped. What was to be 
done? perhaps the landlord himſelf robbed me; 
I had ſpent eighteen Poland groſchens, and muſt 
pay them. The landlord was impertinent ; 
pretended he did not believe I had brought any 
money into his houſe. I was forced to leave 

him my ſpare ſhirt, a half filk handkerchief 
which the old woman had given me in Thoren, 

and to proceed without a n 
The 16th I arrived at Marienburg; but on my | 

way I found it impoſſible to "get there without 
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falling into the hands of the Pruſſians, unleſs I 
croſſed the Weichſel. I had not money to pay 
the ferry, which was only two Poliſh ſhillings ; 
as I was ſorrowfully thinking how I ſhould con- 


trive to paſs, I perceived two fiſhermen in a 
boat; I went to them, drew my ſabre, and forced 


them to carry me over; when we reached the 


oppoſite ſhore I took the rudder from theſe poor 
terrified people, got out, puſhed off the boat, 


and left her to drift. 


Remark here, that the want of two Poliſh ſnil 
lings, which were not above a penny value, 


might have been the cauſe of my loſing my life 


in caſe I had met with reſiſtance; or perhaps 


murdering thoſe innocent fiſhermen in my de- 


fence; and from this adventure learn what 
follows: | 
1. That in many caſes PO want of one far- 
thing may contribute as much to a man's pro- 
ſperity or ruin, as the want of a thouſand. 
2. As the want of one penny may have the 
ſame influence on a man's mind, and force him 


to do as much as the want of a thouſand pounds, 


then learn to know the worth of money; nor 


deſpiſe him who ſtands but in need of little to 
reſcue him from indigence. 


3. When we live in affluence we think no- 
thing of a hundred ducats, and when we are in 


want 
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want of a halfpenny, we are juſt as unfortunate, 
and in the ſame ſituation as if we were in need 
of a thouſand. Two years before this, when 
I lived in plenty at Berlin, I never thought 
that in ſo ſhort a time it would be PO 
that I ſhould be reduced to ſuch diſtreſs, 
to undertake ſo ö a deed for the 4. 
of a penny. 

4. Never be inſenſible to the en of 
a man, who may appear as an evil doer, but 
obſerve my caſe. I durſt not venture through 
the Pruſſian villages, and was obliged to croſs 
the Weichſel; to do which, I ſeized on to 
men, whom perhaps 1 might have ſlain in caſe 
of reſiſtance, Suppole for this act I had been 
ſtopped, tortured, and broke upon the wheel? 
ſhould I not on that account have died like a 
villain? | 

In Marienburg L met with Saxon and Pruſſian 
recruiters ; as I had no money I eat and drank 
with them, heard their propoſals, gave them 
hopes on the AT, but before day-break I 
renewed my Journey. | 

The 17th of March, arrived at Elbing. Here 
I fell in with my worthy old tutor Brodocoſky, 
who was captain and auditor of the regiment 
of Goltz, in the Poliſh army; he was coming 
towards me as I entered the town, we knew 
"K 2 | cach 


5 2 5 2 
LA. ARIES EY 
we — 

Ä EO TOPIC 27 7 ot wagon — 2 2 - 


— an peg 


S 


—_ _— 4 


r 


W 


— 
ä 


— 
D 
* —— * n - 

RR NC on 
———— 1. 4/0 TT 


—— — . LS 
4 


- — — K er — 
e 22ͤãĩðVLu EE INNER 
* . 8 r 
; . n Ss p 
TE" _— 21 W — w IE IIs W * — 
— r 5 - . * 5 G p 5 | . : | 
* — e ; - Reg — 26 = al — — , 3 Snare Gras - 2 
— 5 a * 22 * — 3 2 | A, + 1 5 . .: is 64 - — —— — — — — = . — 8 — 4 
—— ww Fe. © 7 , =y — " FIT 4 8 9 " * = — 8 1 * 5 K. R 7 Ct — D 8 
ans 3 — << rer abou 8 g A eee ID Le eee eee — - oy 2 2 
* . = 3%. 1 p * . NE RI Ten * * 3 —— ä : 222585 — 
— * . 
. s 7 


5 8 ont OF 


; each other inſtantly. I followed him in triumph 
to his quarters, and thus ended my troubleſome 
and dangerous journey. 


This honeſt man inſiſted on my ing 


with him; ſupplied me with every neceſſary; 
and wrote to my mother in ſuch a ſtile, that 


ſhe joined me in Elbing in eight days; and 
like an affectionate mother brouglit me help 


and comfort. 


The effects of ſuch a meeting may eaſily 
be conceived; ſhe poſſeſſed a clear and ſtrong 


underſtanding, I a tender and grateful heart ; 


ſe immediately pointed out a channel to a 
ſure and ſafe correſpondence with my female 
friend in Berlin, who ſent me a bill upon Dan- 
Zig for four hundred ducats; my mother gave 
me one. thouſand rix-dollars, and a diamond 
neck-croſs of about five hundred dollars value. 
She ſtayed fourteen days with me, and forced 
me in ſpite of all my objections to go to Vienna, 
and there try my fortune. I wanted much to 
proceed to Peterſburg, and ſaid all I could to 


put off the Vienna journey, which was the cauſe 
of all my future misfortunes. My mother 


thought otherwiſe, and on this condition only 
promiſed ſupport. I was obliged to obey; ſhe 


left me, returned home, and I have never ſeen 
her fince, She died in the year 1761; her 


memory 
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memory deſerves my utmoſt reverence. Happy 


for ſuch a mother, that ſhe did not live to be 
a witneſs to my misfortune in the year 1754. 


In Elbing, I met with an adventure ſimilar ; 


to that of the chaſte Joſeph, in Egypt. My 
landlady, the wife of the worthy Brodowſky, 
an adorable little woman, fell in love with me. 
1 would not a& unthankfully towards my bene- 
factor, but the temptation was too great She 
even propoſed to follow me privately to Vienna 
J felt that I could not withſtand. Mrs. Poti- 


phar, was not ſurely ſo handſome as Madame 


Brodowſky, or Joſeph ould certainly have 
remained with-his cleak. This woman naturally 
preferred me to her ugly old huſband; and 
after a few days enjoyment, ſhe experienced 
like myſelf, a long and bitter repentance; we 
were obliged to part. After I had equipped 
myſelf and payed my landlord, I made the beſt 
of my way to Thoren. 


Tranſporting was my- meeting with honeſt 


Scbell!. the old woman had nurſed him like 
a mother: but how amazed was the good lady 


to ſee me enter, dreſſed like an officer, and 


accompanied by two fervants! I kifled her 


hands with the warmeſt thanks; paid richly . 


every expence ſhe had incurred for Schell; who 


in the mean while, had ingratiated himſelf into 
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her favour like a child of the family; I related 
to her who I really was, and told her candidly 
how I had deceived her with the ſtory of her 
ſon*; but promiſed on my arrival in Vienna 
to make every enquiry about him, and give 
what information I could learn. | 

In leſs than three days Schell was equipped. 
We left Thoren, got to Warſaw, and from thenee 
through Cracow to Vienna. | 

In Bilitz, I inquired after Captain mD. who 
had treated us ſo meanly, and refuſed my chal- 
lenge; but he was not there. However, I fell 
in with him in a tew days, and the crafty Italian 
made me the moſt humble apology. Thus 
it is! was I to ſpeak of my return from Danzig 
to Vienna, I could not fill a page in this hiſtory ; 
whereas, with regard to my journey on foot, 
I could ſay three times as much as I have, if I 
had choſen to trouble my reader with trifles. 
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On my arrival in Vienna, I diſcovered that in the 
year 1744, he had deſerted from his regiment, was taken 
and hanged. By means of a few ducats; I obtained a 
certificate of his natural death; this I ſent to his mother, 
with a letter of conſolation and thanks. Perhaps the good 
man, who was heir to twenty thouſand florins, could not 
- procure his diſcharge ; deſerted, and was hanged like 
an evil doer. | 5 8 


_— 2 


BARON TR ENC K. 134 


In wretchedneſs and misfortunes, one adven- 


ture ſucceeds another—The man who travels 


through different countries on foot, and con- 
verſes with all kinds of men; ſees the world, 


and learns to know it better than he who flum- 


bers voluptuouſly, wrapt up in an eaſy coach; 
whilſt his ſervant pays the poſtilion an extra- 
ordinary ſum, hurrying him through a whole 


kingdom, and the maſter in his coach has ſeen 


but a few inns. 


Thus ended my journal; in which it muſt. 


appear worthy of remark, that I undertook and 
luckily finiſhed, a journey ef one hundred and 
. fixty-nine miles on foot, in the midſt of winter, 
through the unfrequented parts of Poland, with 
only four florins in my pocket when I ſer out: 
_ notwithſtanding which, I neither begged, nor 
robbed; conſequently, underwent greater diſ- 
treſs, and ſuffered more than 1 have depicted. 
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Our arrival at VIENNA, in the 


Month of April, 1747. 


FTER deducting the expence of the 
journey and equipage for myſelf and my 
friend Schell, there remained about three hun- 
dred ducats in my purſe, which I fairly di- 
vided with him. He ſtayed only a month in 
Vienna, then went to Italy; where he was ap- 
pointed heutenant in the regiment of Palla- 
Vizin. 
I found my couſin, the genowned 
colonel Francis V Tregberr Van Trench, under ar- 
reſt in the arſenal at Vienna; and at the ſame 
time, entangled in a difficult proceſs. 
This Trenck was the ſon of my father's bro- 
ther. His father was colonel and commander. 
in Leitſchaw ; poſſeſſed in Sclavonia, the ſeig- 
nories of Pleternitz, Preſtowaez, and Patratz, 
Since the ſiege of Vienna, he had quitted the 
Brandenburg ſervice, and ſerved the houſe of 


Auſtria for ſixty years. 


That 
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That I may not juſt now interrupt the thread 
of my narrative; I will in the ſecond volume,, 
relate part of the extraordinary hiſtory of this 
Trenck, who fell a victim to envy, and likewiſe 
received the reward of his great and faithful 

{ſervices in Sprelberge. 

I was ſcarce arrived at Vienna, before I was 
conducted to court, and preſented to the Em- 
peror and Prince Charles, by my couſin's agent 
Mr. Leber; they both were ſenſible of his merit, 
and the baſe wiles of his mean-ſpirited enemies. 

I immediately obtained permiſſion to viſit him 
in his confinement; and every encouragement 
to ſupport him. 

At my ſecond audience, the monarch ſpoke 
to me in ſuch a manner, as much intereſted 
me in the affairs of my oppreſſed relation; and 
induced me, waving all confiderations, to ſeek 
ſhelter with him. "He called his po advo- 

cate, a bad man: this was Count Lowenwalde, 
the declared enemy of the Trencks, who had 
been choſen as his alle or; and thus, a real 
patriot was abuſed by men without merit. I 
intereſted . myſelf in his behalf, and the affair 

_ Inſtantly took another turn. Trenck's innocence 

appeared at the renewal of his proceſs in its 

true light. It was plain, that his appointed 

council of war, which coſt twenty-ſeven thouſand 
florins, 
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florins, had acted partially and unjuſtly; and 
chat ſixteen officers, whom he had broke from 
his regiment for miſbehaviour, had perjured 
themſelves. 

A publication worthy x note, appeared at 
this time in the Vienna newſpapers, viz. © All 
© thoſe who have any complaints to make againſt 
« Trenck, ſhall announce themſelves, and re- 
« ceive a ducat daily for maintanance, as long 
as the proceſs continues.” It is eaſy to ima- 
gine, how great the number of plaintiffs muſt 
have been, ag what kind of people they were. 
Theſe gentlemen's expences, amounted to ſe- 
venteen thouſand florins, I now began to re- 
new the proceſs with doctor Gorhauer. But 
when it had gone ſo far, that the judge advo- 
cate Meber, and the whole court muſt have 
been caſhiered; the policy of the ſtate interpoſed ; 
and the Empreſs offered Trenck a general ob- 
livion and his liberty, upon begging pardon. 
Prince Charles, who was acquainted "with the 
court of Vienna, adviſed me to perſuade my 
coufin to this ſtep—It was in vain! he knew 
his own worth and innocence too well, and the 
conſciouſneſs of it proved his ruin. 

I was ſoon aware that my couſin muſt fall 
2 victim: he was rich; his enemies had ex 


1 above , thouſand florins; the whole 
- ene 
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_ eſtate was ſequeſtered into their hands ; he had 


already been too ill uſed; and they knew him 


too well, not to fear every thing from his re- 
venge, as ſoon as he could procure his liberty. 

I was touched with his ſituation, and one 
day made him this friendly propoſal. That he 


ſhouly eſcape from his confinement, and in free- 


dom demonſtrate his rights to the Emprefs. 
I laid down to him a plan, which I could 
caſily have put into execution, and he e 


perfectly decided. 
Some days after this, was ſent for by Field 


Marſhal Count Konig ſeck, Governor of Vienna. 


This venerable old man, whoſe aſhes I fill 
revere, ſpoke, and acted in this affair like a 
father, and a friend to mankind; he adviſed 


me to quit my coufin ; and gave me plainly” 


to underſtand, that- ke had betrayed me, and 
wiſhed to ſacrifice me to his own ambition; by 
this means juſtify his conduct, and prove that 
he would not fly, but await the iſſue of his 
proſecution. 1 
Confounded at the ungenerous TRY of 
a relation, for whom I would readily have. laid 
down my life, and whom I only fought to fave 
from ruin; I reſolved to abandon him. Luc- 
kily for me, the worthy Field Marſhal ſup- 
preſſed the affair with a paternal admonition. 


* 
1 


1 re- 
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I related this perfidious act to his Royal 
Highneſs Prince Charles of Lorraine, who re- 
commended me above all things to go to my 
couſin, ſay nothing about it, but exert myſelf 
in his behalf. „ 

This Trenck was a man of extraordinary abi- 
Sites: his ambition was unbounded ; his zeal 
for the Empreſs's ſervice enthuſiaſtic ; his bold- 

neſs in enterprizes inimitable ; his underſtand- 
ing ſhrewd ; his heart bad, revengeful, and un- 
feeling; his avarice, in the 33d year of his 
age, in which he died, was carried to a degree 
of exceſs beyond belief, for ſo early a period 
of life. | I. 

He would be indebted to no one on. earth; : 
and was really capable of ſacrificing his beſt - 
friend, if he believed himſelf obliged to him, | 
or could make himſelf maſter of his fortune.” 

He was ſenſible that I had rendered him great 
ſervice ; his lawſuit he fancied already gained, 
becauſe he had contracted with the judge for 
thirty thouſand florins, to whom I carried this 
money, which I received from his friend Baron 
Lopreſti. I knew all his ſecrets; and on that 
account he had determined to ruin me. | 

Scarce fourteen days after he had played me 

this ungenerous trick, happened the : following 
extraordinary. 6 


I was 
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vas returning from him one evening, and 
had a number of law papers under my coat, 
which I had been making out for him. There 
were at that time in Vienna, about twenty-five 
officers, who complained againſt him, and who 
all looked upon me as their moſt «dangerous 
enemy, becauſe I ſought to defend him; con- 
ſequently, I was obliged to be perpetually on 
my guard. Beſides, it was reported that I 
uas ſecretly ſent by the King of Pruſſia, to free 
my couſin from his arreſt. 

Coming out of the arſenal, and avhic POWs 
the court, two men in great coats followed me ; 
they came cloſe upon me, . ſpoke loudly and 
inſultingly of the Pruſſian deſerter Trench. I 

plainly perceived they wiſhed for a quarrel, 
which at that time I was eaſily excited to. Men 
are never more inclined to ſquabble, than when 
they have nothing to loſe, and live diſcontented 
with their fituation. I looked upon them, as 
ſome of Trenck's caſhiered officers, who were 
amongſt the number of his accuſers; endea- 
voured to avoid them, and went towards Jew's N 
Place. ; | | ! . 
J had ſcarce reached the ſtreet, before rhey nn 
followed me very quickly; I turned abour, fl 
and in the ſame inſtant received a thruſt of a 
ſword in the left breaſt, where I carried the 


papers, 
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papers, which ſaved my life. I immediately 
ſprung back, drew my ſword; the two gentle- 
men ran of, I followed—one ſtumbled, I ſeiz-. 
ed him by the collar; the guard came—he ſaid 
he was an officer in the regiment of Kollowrat ; 
ſnewed his uniform; and I was forced to march 
into confinement. ” . 

The town major called upon me next day, 
and reproached me with having intentionally 
ſought a quarrel with Lieutenants **s and 
X***7. Theſe artful gentlemen, had not told 
him that they wanted to ſend me into the other 
world, like aſſaſſins. 

Being alone, and having no witneſſes, I 
was ſuppoſed to be in the wrong, and remained 
fix days in arreſt. When I got home, two 
officers came to me, and inſiſted on ſatisfaction 
for the injuries they had ſuffered. I was ready, 
and promiſed to meet them in half an hour, 
at the Schotten-port, which was the place agreed 
en. As foon as I heard their names, I knew 
them to be two famous fencers, who were often 
with Trenck in the arſenal. . 

I went to my couſin to ſeek for aſſiſtance, 
told him the whole affair; and as I knew my 
opponents, and expected ſomething ſerious, I 
begged him to give me one hundred ducats, 
| 10 
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to 850546 me to eſcape, ſhould uy misfortune 


n 
Till then, I had always „ my own 


money for him; and had never ſpent or re- 


ceived any of his. But how thunderſtruck was 


TI to hear this baſe man anſwer me in the moſt 


ſcornful manner. © If you have began any 
<« quarrels without me, my dear couſin, get 
« out of them the beſt way you can.” As 
was going out of the room, he called to me, 
« However, I'll pay the vndertaker!!” For 
he firmly believed I ſhould never return alive. 

I made the beſt of my way, half diſtracted, 


to Baron Lopreſti; who gave me fifty ducats, 
and a pair of piſtols, with which I haſtned 
joyfully to the appointed field of battle. There 


I found half a dozen officers of the garriſon, 


As I had but few acquaintances in Vienna, T 
was ſeconded by an old Spaniard of. eighty, 


named Pereira, captain of invalids, whom I mer 
by accident in my hurry ; he inquired where I 
was going, and being intormed, would not quit 
me. Lieutenant K***y was the firſt who at- 
tacked me, and was ſoon wounded in the arm, 
upon which I begged the byſtanders to prevent 
farther miſchief, I was (ſatisfied. But Lieute- 
nant F advanced with threats and. was dif. 


patched by a thruſt in the lower part of the 


body. 
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| body. This vexed Lieutenant M***f, the ſe- 
cond of the former, who ſaid, © I would have 
treated you in a different manner, if you 
% had to do with me.” Inſtantly ſprung my 
old fecond, with eyebrows hanging over half 
his noſe, ſtroking his whiſkers, and crying out 
in a threatning voice Halt! Trenck has ſhown 
« himſelf a brave fellow; the man who dares. 
« again attack him, muſt meet me.” Every 
one laughed at the old man, whoſe tottering 
hand could ſcarce ſupport the ſword. © Friend, 
« faid I, I am ſtill ſtout, and can defend my- 
« ſelf; when I am rendered incapable of doing 
„ ſo, then ſupply my place. But, as long as 
I can hold a ſword, I will with pleaſure, in- 
« dulge theſe gentlemen one after the other. 
I was going to reſt a moment, but the haughty 
M***, who was enraged at the defeat of his 
friend, attacked me, and preſſed fo furiouſly 
upon me, after being wounded in the hand, 
that I gave him a thruſt in the body; and as 
he leaped upon me, reſolving we ſhould” both 
periſh, I diſarmed him, and with my hand 
threw him on the ground. 25 
There was now none who had any further 
appetite for fighting; my three enemies were 
conducted into the town, covered with blooꝗ; 
and as M*** was mortally wounded, and the 


Jeſuits 


BARON TRENCK. 1 


jeſuits and Capuchins denied any aſylum, I 
fled to the convent upon the Kaltenberg. From 
thence I. immediately wrote to Baron Lopreſti; 
he came to me. I told him the adventure; and 
owing to his interpoſition, in leſs than eight 
days, I was at liberty to appear in Vienna. 
Lieutenant Pig was in a bad habit of body, 
his wound became 1 and he beans 


to ſee me. 

He made many apologies, and gave me plainly 
to underſtand, that I ſhould in future be upon 
my guard againſt my couſin. I learnt after- 
wards, that this baſe man had offered him a 
company and one thouſand ducats, if he would 
contrive to quarrel with me, and ſend me to 
eternity. The fellow was in debt, ſought an 
aſſiſtant, viz. Lieutenant R'; and had it 
not been for the papers which were under my 
coat, the firſt treacherous ſtab would have dif- 
patched me. Theſe two gentlemen were right 
to deny fo ſhameful a deed, and pretending I 
had attacked them in the ſtreet, had forced 
them to fight me. 

I could no longer i myſelf to viſit 
- my ungrateful and treacherous coufin, who had 
reſolved on my death. 


He fancied himſelf free, and would not be 
indebted to my exertions. This was his ge- 
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neral character, in ſpite of all his great qua- 
lities; he would ſacrifice every thing to his pri- 
vate views and avarice; which was ſo great, 
that at ſo early a period of life, out of a million 
and a half, he did not Wen above thirty 
creutzers per day. | 

It was no ſooner known that I had forſaken 
my couſin, than General Count Lowenwalde, 
his moſt bitter enemy, and prefident of his 


firſt court of enquiry, came and defired to ſpeak 


with me. He promiſed me all favour and pro- 
tection, if I would diſcover to him the ſecret 
which had occurred in the renewal of the pro- 
ceſs; in fact he wiſhed to bribe me with four 
thouſand florins, if I would take a part againſt | 


him. Here I diſcovered the true character of 
this ſhameful and villanous judge. In Vienna, 


I found nothing but deceit and knavery, carried 


on by baſe and wicked men concerned in this : 


artful ſuir. For certain it is, that this Trenck, 


who was really my greateft enemy, and whoſe 
whole behaviour to me deſerves my eternal 
contempt; was one of the beſt ſoldiers in the 


Imperial army, and would have willingly fa- 
crificed every thing for the weal of his Em- 
preſs. | 
He was a man who did more than his duty 
to her, and rendered great ſcrvice to the ſtate, 
even 
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even till his ſhameful death; and would have 
{till rendered more, if his riches and ſcorn for 
H. K. R. V. W***r and Lowenwalde had not 
made him fall into the claws of enemies, to | 
merit and patriotic virtue. Had he divided 
a part of his treaſures with theſe men, and been 
better ſkilled in fawning, craitineſs, and malice ; 
he would never have ended his days in Spiel- 
berg. | 
His accuſers were moſtly men, who were 
either bribed or in deſperate circumſtances ; 
and the complaints lodged againſt him, were 
of ſuch a nature, as never ought to have ſub- 
jected ſo uſeful a man to an hour's confinement. 
This man having been the cauſe of all my miſ- 
- fortunes, and having behaved to me ſo baſely, 
I cannot be ſueeded of any partiality towards 
Mm. Z 
I was now determined to leave Vienna for 
ever; all my couſin's friends grew ſuſpicious, 
and left him on account of .his ungenerous be- 
haviour to me. His Royal Highneſs Prince 
Charles wiſhed to perſuade me to a reconci- 
liation. He gave me letters of recommenda- 
tion to General Brown, who commanded the 
„ army in Genoa. But I wanted to try my 
fortune in India; and in Auguſt, 1748, left 
Vienna, and ſet out for Holland. | 
L 2 | +4 ab 
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In the mean time, my couſin's enemies had 
nobody to oppoſe their outcry; he was con- 
demned and conducted to Spielberg, where he 
repented too late, that he had betrayed and 
| deſpiſed the advice of a clear-ſighted friend. 
il I pitied him, for certainly his judges and ene- 
[ mies rather deſerved ſo ignominious a lot. He 

however preſerved his hatred againſt me, even 
1 to his laſt moments; and N endeavoured 
nm by his will to ruin me. 
EE. J quitted Vienna, and would to Gol I had 
| - quitted it for ever! But my fate again con- 
5 ducted me thither, where I was deſtined by 
Providence to drink the bitter cup of malice, 
injuſtice, and perſecution. My part was to 
be acted in Europe, and not in Afia.' In my 
Journey, I met the Ruſſian corps at Nurnberg, 
tt which was then marching to Holland, to con- 
| clude a peace on German ground; General 
Liewen, a relation of my mother's, commanded. 

Major But/chkow, whom I had known as the 
Ruſſian reſident at Vienna, perſuaded me to 
wait on him, and preſented me. My. propo- 
ſal won his heart: from that moment he be- 
haved like a friend and father; he adviſed me 
| to enter into the Ruſſian ſervice, and appointed 
3 me captain in 2 obolley s regiment of . 
nt | was 
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I was obliged to ſtay with him, and his con- 
fidence and eſteem for me were unbounded. 
Peace enſued: we marched back towards Ruſſia, 
without having unſheathed our ſwords; and 
remained in head quarters, at Proſnitz, in Mo- 
ravia. | 
Here an adventure happened, which 15 en- 
tirely brought upon myſelf, and which I only 
relate, becauſe it ſerved as a warning to me, 
during the remainder of my life. I hope that 
a candid account of it, will have the ſame effect 
on the minds of my inexperienced readers. 
Whilſt we were at head quarters, in Proſnitz, 
there was an entertainment given, on the day 
of the Empreſs Elizabeth's coronation, by the 
commanding officer General Lietwen; at which 
the phyſician to the army held a Pharo-bank. 
The whole of my fortune, at that time, con- 
fiſted of twenty-two ducats. The company, 
or perhaps the hope of bettering my circum- 
ſtances, tempted me to play; but my deſign 
was only to riſk two ducats. I loſt them, and 
in endeavouring to regain them, was left in a 
ſhort time, without a farthing. Aſhamed and 
confounded at my folly, I returned home. I 
had till a pair of handſome piſtols, for which 
General Moyekow had offered me twenty du- 
cats; on the fale of theſe, I relied for retriev- 
+3 ing 
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* ing my loſs ; but, as in every part of the town 
where the Ruſſians were quartered, people were 
firing joyfully from the windows, I took my 
piſtols, and did the ſame. After a few ſhots, 
one burſt, and wounded my faithful ſervant 
in the cheek. At that moment, I was ſeized - 
with a dejection which I never before experi- 
enced; and in the firſt heat of my ſelf-con- 
demnation, was ſtrongly tempted to blow my 
brains out. I recollected myſelf however, took 
1 courage, and aſked my ſervant how much money 
1 He had. He gave me three ducats, and with 
* ttheſe I haſtened with all the precipitation of 
a ldeſperate gameſter to the general's; began to 
if - Play again, and ſeldom loſt a card. As ſoon 
i as I had got my own money back, I put it 
bi into my purſe; played on with my winnings, 
and ſoon made the doctor a bankrupt. A new 
bank was formed, beſt part of which fell into 
my hands, ſo that I carried home about fix 
hundred ducats. | 
From that moment I reſolved, after mature 
conſideration, never again to riſk a hazard 
game: and this vow I have ſolemnly obſerved, 
until overtaken by my grey hairs; nor could 
I afterwards when rich, be ever tempted to 
break it. May young unexperienced readers, 
ſtop and reflect a little as they read this book, 
5 and 
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and imbibe uſeful knowledge from my example 
In my great experience of the world, I have 
ſeen the moſt honorable and virtuous youths 
ruined by their paſſion for play. I have even 
ſeen honeſt men become raſcals, when they had 
loſt their all, and were by villains ſeduced to 
cheat. I have ſeen the beſt officers firſt loſe 
their own money, then the money intruſted to 
them for the payment of their companies; in 
conſequence of which, they were broke and ren- 
dered miſerable all the reſt of their days. Per- 
haps I might have. ventured as much in Proſnitz, 
had I had it in hand. The firſt ſtep ſhould 
be avoided, or in play it happens as in love; 
few perhaps have ſhown my ſteadineſs; for 
when a youth is lucky in his firſt attempts, 
he becomes greedy, thoughtleſs, and debauched; 
he truſts to fortune; and turns out either a for- 
tunate cheat, or a prodigal. 

Monarchs can never be too ſevere againſt 
gaming, if they wiſh to prevent evils which 
ſpread like a plague, if the remedies are not ef- 
fectual. The man who is fond of play ought 
never to hold any public office, or fill any poſt 
of honor; were univerſal contempt to follow the 
footſteps of the gambler, this inſinuating evil 
might be cured, which in Paris, London, Spa, 
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Peterſburgh, and Vienna, has rendered many a 


. worthy man wretched and infamous. 


My protector General Liewen ſent me 7 
Cracow with a hundred and forty ſick up the 


Weichſel to Dantzig, from thence we were to 
proceed in Ruſſian tranſports to Riga. 


I aſked this favour, as I wanted much to ſee 
my mother and ſiſters in Prufſia. On my ar- 
rival in Elbing I delivered over my command 
to Lieutenant Platen, and rode, accompanied 
by a ſingle ſervant, to a village in the dioceſe of 


Ermland, which I had appointed for our meet- 


ing: here an adventure happened which had 
nearly coſt me my life. The Pruſſians had ſome 
days before ſtolen the ſon of a peaſant i in this 
village as a recruit ; every thing was in a fer- 


ment; I wore leather breeches with a blue 
Ruſſian dragoon coat, and was taken for a Pruſſian. 


The young men of the village were dancing; I 
went to look at them in front of the door, 


but was inſtantly attacked with all kinds of 
bludgeons. A jager who was there by accident, 
and the landlord, came to my aſſiſtance ; my 
ſervant crept with the piſtols in his hands into 
the oven; I ſeized two by the head, and daſhed 
them on the ſtones before the door; at length 


my two guardian angels delivered me from the 


eroud; I laid hold of a piece of wood for my de- 


fence, 
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fence, and we remained maſters of the field. 


However, I received ſome ſevere blows. In this 
ſhocking condition the landlord called to me to 
make my eſcape before the whole village was 
aſſembled to ſlaughter me; my valiant ſervant 
ſneaked out of the oven, and we mounted our 

horſes and rode oft. 
I got my wounds dreſſed in the next village, 


my head and eyes were prodigiouſly ſwelled, 
and in this condition I rode two miles, as far as 


the little town of Reſſel, there I found an expe- 


rienced ſurgeon, who treated me ſo well, that 


in eight days I was able to return to Dantzig. . 
In the mean time my brother came to me in 
Reſſel, but my worthy mother had the misfor- 


tune to be overturned on her journey not far 
from her eſtate; ſhe broke her arm; was obliged 
to return with my ſiſter, and I never ſaw her 
more thus fortune perſecuted me in all m un- 
dertakings ! 8 

I was now in Dantzig with my convaleſcents, 
where I met with one of the moſt ſingular adven- 
tures of my life, and which gives me pleaſure 
whenever I think of it. 


1 became acquainted with a Pruſſian officer, 
whoſe name I will not mention here, on account 


of his family, which i honour; he viſited me al- 


moſt every day, and when the weather was fine, 


we 
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we very o often took a ride together into the 
country. 
My faithful ſervant, wk his, had cn, a 
friendſhip for each other; but how was I aſto- 
niſhed as he told me one day with a mixture of 
| confuſion and joy, © Maſter! beware of the 
e trap that is laid for you. + Lieut. N*** means 
to decoy you out of the forte, then take you 
« priſoner, force you into a coach, and deliver 
« you into the hands of the Pruſſians.“ I aſked 
how he came to know this; he anſwered, The 
officer's ſervant had given him notice of it, be- 
cauſe he liked me, and wiſhed to caution me 
againſt my ruin. I ſoon got to the bottom of 
the ſecret, and a couple of ducats diſcovered to 
me the whole plan, for which the very day and 
hour were already appointed. The Pruſſian re- 
ſident Reimer had perſuaded the lieutenant to put 
this villainous ſcheme into execution againſt his 
friend and benefactor. | | 
He was to entice me into the ſuburbs called 
Langfuhr; on the road was a public houſe upon 
Pruffian ground and juriſdiction; here eight re- 
cruiting non-commiſſioned officers were to watch; 
ſurpriſe me as ſoon as I entered, force me into a 
coach, and conduct me to Lauenburg in Pome- 
Tania; two others were on horſeback to accom- 
pany the coach, and the reſt were to gag me. 
I under- 


CT — 
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T underſtood that my enemies were only armed 
with their ſwords, and were to wait without 
fire arms behind the door of the public houſe, 
that they might the eaſier ſurpriſe me, and pre- 


vent any reſiſtance; the two non-commiſſioned 


officers who were mounted, were to ſecure my 


ſervant in caſe he endeavoured to eſcape, and 


give the alarm. 
I might eaſily have fruſtrated all theſe prepa- 
rations, by poſtponing the ride when propoſed 


to me, but my ambition prompted me to en- 


joy the ſatisfaction of diſappointing traitors. 
About twelve o'clock, Lieut. N*** appeared, 
and dined with me as in ordinary; but he 
was more ſerious and thoughtful than I had 
ever ſeen him. At four o'clock he went away, 


after I had promiſed to take a ride with him 


the following day to Langfuhr. My willing 
compliance brought joy into his countenance: 
for I attentively obſerved the traitor, whoſe 
fate was already determined in my heart. As 
ſoon as he was gone, I went to Mr. Scheerer, 
the Ruſſian refident, an honeſt Swiſs, and in- 
formed him what was going on. I begged he 
would allow me fix men of my party, for my 
perſonal ſecurity ; and at the ſame time, diſ- 


covered to him my whole plan. He wiſhed. 


to difſuade me from it; but as he ſaw it was 
in 
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in vain, he defired I would do as 1 mould 
think fit. I haſtened to my pcople, choſe ſix 
men, and conducted them in the dark, oppo- 
ſite the Pruſſian public houſe; where they hid them- 
ſelves in che corn, and had orders as ſoon as 
they heard a ſhot, to come immediately to me 
with their pieces cocked, and take every one 
pPitiſoners; but to fire in caſe of reſiſtance. 
In the mean while, I was particularly upon 
my guard, that I might not be deccived by 
| falſe intelligence. I learnt from my ſpies, at 
four o'clock in the morning, that the Pruſſian 
reſident Reimer, had gone out with poſt horſes. 

I had my own and my ſervants piſtols well 
loaded, and my Turkiſh ſabre ready. I pro- 
miſled from - gratitude to take the lieutenant's 
domeſtic into my ſervice, and was e of 
his fidelity. ER 
About fix in the morning, Lieutenant Ne- 
came with a joyful countenance into my cham- 
ber, praiſed the fine weather, and promiſed 
me much pleaſure with a pretty landlady in 
Langfuhr. I was ſoon ready, and we mounted 
our horſes, each accompanied by one ſervant. 
When we were about three hundred paces diſtant 
from the houſe, he propoſed that we ſhould 
-give our horſes to our ſervants, and walk a 
little. 1 immediately diſmounted, and ſaw the 

: traitor's 
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traitors eyes ſparkle at the proſpect of ſo ſure 


a prey. Thus we went on. The reſident was 


leaning over the window of the public houſe, 
and called to me, © Good morrow captain an 
„ in, come in, breakfaſt is juſt ready.” 1 
laughed ſcornfully at him; anſwered, “ I have 
* not time,” and went on. 


My conductor preſſed me, and took hold 


of my arm to lead me. I now loſt all patience, 
and gave him a blow, which almoſt knocked 
im downs ſprung to my horſe, and was going 
to mount. In an inſtant ruſhed the Pruſſians 
out of the door, and ran ſhouting towards me; 
but I ſhot the firſt who approached me. My 
Ruſhans then appeared with their pieces cocked, 
calling out, “ fuy, ftuy jebionnamat !” The 
frighttof the defenceleſs Pruſſians, at finding 
themſelves ſo unexpectedly ſurpriſed, is eaſy to be 
imagined. They all took to their heels. I firſt 
made myſelf maſter of the ring-leader, then ran 
into the houſe, in hopes of taking the reſident, 
but he eſcaped by the back door, and only 
left his white wig. behind. I made my people 
guard the road, and give every Pruſſian fifty 
' blows with a ſtick. A young vice-enfign named 


Caſſeburg, diſcovered himſelf, told me he had 


ſtudied with my brother, and ſued for mercy, 
cally he had been ordered on this odious duty. 
I Was 
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1 was moved at his behaviour, and dusk him 
to depart unhurt. I now drew my ſword, and 
deſired the lieutenant to deſend his life. The 
man was ſo confounded, that he unſheathed 
his ſword, but only begged pardon; laid every 
thing to the charge of the reſident, and would 
not defend himſelf; twice I diſarmed him; at laſt 
took the Ruſſian corporal's ſtick, and beat him, 
without his making the leaſt reſiſtance. Thus 
is the traitor ever daſtardly, when he miſſes. 
his aim!! I left him kneeling upon the ground 
at my feet, and called to him as I went away, 
« Villain! go, inform thy comrades how Trenck 
« chaſtiſes public robbers.” 
By this time, a croud was aſſembled, 1 re- 
lated every thing briefly to them; as the attack 
had actually happened on Dantzig tefritory, 
the poor wretches were almoſt ſtoned to death 
by the people; whilſt I marched with my vic- 
torious Ruſſians from the field of battle, to the 
harbour where a ſhip was waiting for us; we 
ſet fail, and in three or four days I arrived with 
my command at Riga. 

It is very remarkable, that ſuch an impor- 
tant affair as this ſhould be kept a ſecret, as 
il well by the Dantzigers, as Pruſſians. There 
1} Vas no mention made of 1 it in een « 
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nor ſatisfaction required for ſo. atrocious an at- 
tack. 4 | . 

I underſtood afterwards, that the Great Fre- 
| derick was exceſſively provoked at me; owing 
ſurely to the falſe accounts of the reſident Rei- 
mer: and the event has ſhewn, that his anger 
purſued me in every corner of the earth; till 
at length three years after this adventure, I fell 
into his power at Dantzig, and was puniſhed 
with all poſſible torments. 

The Pruſſian miniſter (Mr. Holz) Fad com- 
plained of this Dantzig ſkirmiſh to the Chan- 
cellor, Count Befu/chef, but received no ſa- 
tisfaction, becauſe my behaviour was juſtified 
in Ruſſia, for having, as a Ruſſian captain, de- 
tended myſelf againſt a ſet of robbers. - | 
I am convinced that many reaſonable readers 
will blame me, becauſe I might have eſcaped the 
trap ſet for me by the lieutenant, without any 
| buſtle; and forced him to an account for his be- 
haviour ſword in hand: but I have in every ad- 
venture rather ſought danger than ſhunned it; my 
ambition was tickled, I wanted to revenge my 
ſelf on a perfidious friend; and as I. was every 
where purſued by Pruſſians, I wiſhed to ſhew 
that I did not fear them. I took the domeſtic 
of my betrayer into my ſervice; he was an honeſt 


man. In the year 1753 I procured a good mar- 
: _ Viage 
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riage for him at Vienna; but at the expiration 


of my ten years Magdeburg impriſon nent, I 


found him in miſery; took him again into 


my ſervice, and he died with me in 1779 at 
Zwerbach. 


We had ſcarce got char of the Dantzig ſhore. 


| before a ſtorm aroſe; I worked half the night, 


but at length grew ſea fick and lay down for a 
little; whenT had begun to doſe, J was awakened 
by the captain, who brought me the joyful tidings 
that we ſhould be ſoon in the harbour of Pillaa. 
J was aſtoniſhed at this news; ran upon deck ; 
ſaw the fortifications before me, and the pilots 
almoſt along fide of our ſhip; there was no al- 


ternative but to keep the ſea in the dangerous 


ſtorm, or fall into the hands of the Pruſſians; 
for J was perſonally known to the whole garriſon. 
I defired the captain to tack about and put out 
to ſea, but he refuſed. I hurried into the cabin, 


ſeized my piſtols, ran to the helm, and threa- 
tened him with inſtant death if he did not com- 


ply. My Ruſſians began to murmur; none of 
them wiſhed to riſk the hurricane, but they durſt 


not -attack me; they dreaded my piſtols, and 


both my ſervants ſtood faithfully by me. 
After we had combated the ſtorm about half 
an hour, it ceaſed, and the following day we ar- 


rived ſafe at our deſtined port. | 
The 
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The captain of the Anif was implacable, and 
complained of me to the worthy old Field 
Marſhal Lacy, who was then governor. I was 
obliged to appear, and told the honeſt truth; 
upon which the governor obſerved, "That my 
raſhneſs might have been the means of drowning 
one hundred and ſixty Ruſſians; at which 1 
ſmiled and anſwered, © Pleaſe your Excellency! 
I have brought them all here alive, and it 
would have been more adviſable for me to 
e have fallen into the hands of God, than into 
the power of my enemies the Pruſſtans; be- 
ſides I was anxious for my own fafety, and did 
not think on the company along with me, for 
„I knew that they were all oldest and feared 
death as little as I did.” The anſwer pleaſed; 
1 was diſmiſſed, and this worthy. old: man gave 
me a letter of recommendation to-the chancellor 
in Moſcow. - General Lieven had by this time 
conducted the army to Ruſſia, and was then in 
Riga. I waited upon him; he received me 
graciouſly, and took me to his country ſeat called 
Annaburg, about four miles from Riga, where I 
remained with him ſome days; he laid down to 
me every plan, and gave me all kinds of letters 
that might tend to promote my fortune in Moſ- 
cow, where the court was then kept. He adviſed 
me to procure, if poſſible, a company in a regi- 
VOL. I, M ment 
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ment of Cuiraſſiers, where the captains had then 
majors rank in the army; but above all things 
not to remain in Tobol/y's Siberian regiment of 
dragoons, to which he had i in the mean-time a 
pointed me, 

May God amply reward this brave man! his 
memory will ever claim my reſpect, and his 
aſhes be held ſacred: may he reſt in peace 
amongſt the ghoſts of v virtuous men, Ang my be- 
nefactors ! 7 if 

I returned to Riga, and from thence ſet out 

for Moſcow, in company with Lieut. Col. 

Oettenger of the engineers, and Lieut. VWeiſman. 
This is the Weiſman who was general during 

the laſt Turkiſh war, and rendered ſuch 1 

ſervice. 

Upon my arrival I delivers my betten of re- 
commendation, and was received in the moſt 
favourable manner by the Chancellor, Count 
Beſtuſchef. Oettenger, whoſe friendſhip I had 
won on the journey, was his greateſt intimate 
and confidant; this iminctiarely introduced me 
to the chancellor, and I ſoon obſerved that I was 
treated with eſteem and reſpect. 

J had been but a few days in Moſcow when 1 
met with Count Hamilton, who was my friend 
at Vienna, and captain in Bernes's regiment of 
Horſe, his general was then ambaſſador at the 

ah court 
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court as Ruſſia. This ſame Count Bernes was 
| Auſtrian ambaſſador at Berlin in the year 1743, 


when I was in high favour with the Great Fre- 


derick, and I was perſonally known to him at 
court. . Hamilton prefented me to this worthy 
and enlightened philanthropiſt, who, after a ſhort 
diſcourſe, grew ſo fond of me, that he wiſhed to 
perſuade me to quit the Ruſſian ſervice, and of- 
fered me a company in his own regiment, with 
the beſt letters of recommendation to Vienna; 


but my couſin's fate had already. diſguſted me, 


and I would then have rather Seen to India than 
Auſtria. 

'The ambaſſador hes me to dinner, and his 
friend Lord Hyndford, the Engliſh envoy, was at 
the ſame table; how fortunate for me! this great 
ſtateſman knew me well in Berlin, and was pre- 
' ſent when the king honoured me with the ex- 
preſſion, cet un Matador de ma jeuneſſe ; he knew 
my capability; and was my friend, my father, 
and inſtructor; he took me aſide, and aſked, 
What are you doing in this country Trenck 2” 


My anſwer was, I ſeek bread and honour, for 1 


have loſt both in my native country, without 
having committed a crime. He aſked further, 
Have you money? Truth required I ſhould 


anſwer in the negative, for my whole ſtock at 


that time amounted only to thirty ducats. 
1 3 Now, 


N - 2 : F q . 
1 72 e FI 8 1 
N r RC TLEICY EY 
wo ., e ee 


+4 
"7 
* 
1 
E +. 
[1 
bY 
I 3 
81 
* 

K 
bo 
10 
N 

IK 

31 
£ 
* 

15 
5 
8 
"0 
„„ 
"4 
2287 
2 
"4 
"Lb 
» 
44 
9 
1 
s 71 1 > 
4 
"= 
vo 
** 
a . 

5 

% 

* 

2 1 

* 1 o 

* * 

v. 

Fs 

Fe 

4 

7 

+ 

1 * 
"1% 

* 

* 

8 
1. 
ö 


- 

| 

1 

: 
1 

i 


© — * — 
7 — 


r 


8 
e 


2 — — 1 
P OD RR 7 
— — — — * 


— 


Dinh bl; S wp 


FFF 
— nut 

— 
r 


— oF 


Ip 5 * a . * — 
„ Prez enter 


— 


r 
- 
* 


Thy  MEMOTRS Or 


* Now, faid he, follow my council ; you poſ- 


_« feſs every quality to make your fortune in 


4fRuſſia; but here the army is deſpiſed : people 
only look to outward appearances, without 
% paying attention to either merit or talents; 
e you muſt appear rich; Bernes and I will in- 
« troduce you into the firſt companies, and ſup- 
t port you in every thing. Topleaſe, you muſt 
<« have elegant liveries, horſes, brilliants on your 
c fingers, play high in company, look proud, 
peak boldly with the miniſters, be free with 


the ladies, and make a proper uſe of the ad- 


« vantages nature has given you: theſe are the 
e means by which a ſtranger muſt puſh himſelf. 
« forward in this country; leave the reſt to 
« me.” The converſation laſted ſome time; 
Bernes joined us; and in ſhort, theſe two great 
men reſolved to make me happy. 

How few young men who have fought bread 


in a foreign country, can boaſt of a like good 


fortune! Did not every thing here ſeem united 
to make amends for the diſtreſſes I had ſuffered, 
and to raiſe me again as high, as I was fallen 
low? how accidentally muſt theſe two men have 
met in Moſcow, who were ambaſſadors from 
their courts to Berlin, at a time when I was 
reckoned amongſt the moſt favoured in the 
ſuite of the Great Frederick. Theſe two ex- 

alted 
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| alted. characters were. boſom friends they were 
| both men of the world, generous and benevo- 


lent; at the ſame time of the firſt credit ar 9 
| court, and their voice decided a man's merit. b 
l Their maſters were allied with the Ruſſians ; I 
and the Chancellor Count Beſtaſcbef, lived with i 
t them in the greateſt intimacy. I was ſoon il 
; preſented in all companies, not as a. ſtranger * | 
ü who begged for ſervice, or a Tobolſkiſh cap- vj 
TT tain, but as heir to the rich Trenc#'s millions 6 | 
T in Hungary, and as the King of Pruſlia's Eleve. 1 
5 ] finiſhed a poem upon the anniverſary of f 
5 the Empreſs Elizabeth's coronation. Lord Hynd... 
) ford managed the affair, and I was preſented 
; buy him and the chancellor to the Empreſs, wha 
t promiſed me her protection; recommended mg 


herſelf to the chancellor, and made me a pre- 


1 ſent of a gold hilted ſword worth one thoulang 1 
3 rubels. ; 
1 I was fortunate ch to be eſteemed. i in all 

F | houſes of the Beſtuſchef party. The manners 

pl of the Ruſſians, were at that time ſo very rude 

* and unpoliſhed, that every foreign ambaſſadax, 

N who gave a ball or a dinner, was obliged to 

8 ſend to the Chancellor Beſtuſcbef, who wrote 

e a liſt of the company he was ſuffered to invite. 


Every thing was determined by family fac- 
d tion; and wherever Beſtuſcbef was, no Woron- 
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zoſſcher friend durſt appear. I was an inmate 
in the houſes of the Auſtrian and Engliſh am- 


| baſſadors, conſequently ſought in all compa- 


nies. I ſhortly became a favourite of the Lady 
Chancellor's, as will be afterwards related ; and 


wanted nothing that I could deſire. 


Being a good engineer and draftſman, and 


having free entrance both into the houſe and 


cabinet of the chancellor, I amuſed myſelf with 
Lieutenant Colonel Oettinger, who was then the 
firſt architect in Ruſſia. I drew a handſome 


proſpective plan of the new Beſtuſchef palace, 


which was then about to be built: this pro- 
cured me great honor; and I had not been 


above a month in Ruſſia, before I ac- 


quired a very general circle of acquaintance, 


and became familiarized ro the manners of the 


country. 

My Lord Hyndford 1 584 a father and faith- 
ful Mentor, to him I gave daily a candid ac- 
count of all my tranſactions and occupations: 


he gave himſelf the trouble of inſtructing me; 


and as he was grown grey in the ſervice of the 
tate, I have to thank him for my knowledge 
in politicks, of which he laid the foundation - 


ſtone. 
He was. well acquainted with the wiles of 


ja the courts in "Europe ; all family and party 


cabals:; 


"I 
BARON'TRENCK. 167 


— 1 IF -- 3 
IL 1 CIO _ 1 
SY b NAY — = \ 


cabals; the weakneſſes of monarchs; and the 
nicer ſprings of all the forms of government. 
From him I gained a perfect knowledge of Ruſ- 
ſia; the intended projects of Peter the Great 
were known to him; it was he who made the 
Sileſian peace in the year 1742; he was Fre- 
dericł's confidential friend, and knew his heart 
and all the ſources of his greatneſs : his under- 
ſtanding was ſtrong and penetrating; his ſoul 
elevated with Britiſh honour, and without na- 
tional pride ; from his great experience in the 
world, he knew ſo well how to combine the- 
preſent with the future, that he could have 
foretold the great revolutions that have hap- 
pened in the ſtates of Europe, in the courſe 
_ of theſe laſt thirty-ſix years; and whenever the 
| place of a miniſter became vacant in a coutt, 
could have pointed out the man 'who would 
be appointed to ſucceed ' him. However he 
foretold me on many occaſions, that my quick 
and fiery temper, my antipathy to deſpotiſm, 
eſpecially | the determined perſecution of the 
implacable Frederick, threatened me with a long 
ſeries of diſtreſs. He already anticipated and 
| lamented my cruel fate to come; and aſſured 
me, that the menarch who knew my talents, 
but was not acquainted with my heart, would 


prevent * riſe, that L never might have it in 
my 
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my power to hurt him. A deſpotic prince is 
miſtruſtful, and abhors the man who feels his 
inward worth and refuſes to bend his neck to 
the yoke of ſlavery. Men who ſpeak their ſen- 
timents openly, are by ſuch monarchs ſtiled 
dangerous; and virtue is always puniſhed as 
the greateſt crime, in a country where there 
is no need of it to become a mighty ruler, over 
a ſet of ſubmiſſive dependants. 5 
Lord Hyndford inſtilled into my heart, the 
Principles of a republican ; taught me to diſ- 


cern true worth; deſpiſe tyranny; defy fate; 


boldly to meet the - greateſt dangers ; and only 
honour ſuch men as had courage to oppole the 
ſtream of deſpotiſm or ignorance. 

Count Bernes was a, philoſopher, with all 
quickneſs of a Piedmonteſe; he was more re- 
ſerved than my Lord Hyndferd, though not 
leſs an honeſt man; his love for me had no 
bounds; and not a moment paſſed in their com- 
pany was ſpent j in vain: my vivacity, my defire 
to learn, and my theoretical knowledge pleafed 
them. The ſubjects, of our converſation. were 
inexhauſtible; and I really learnt more practical 
knowledge in Moſcow, than in the great ſchool 


of Berlin, under Voltaire, Maupertuis, Jordon, 
and La Mettrie. 


After 


a+ 
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After fix weeks reſidence in Moſcow, an ad- 


venture occurred which 1 can here relate, as 
being the only one now alive, who had any 


principal part in it. The intrigues of love be- 


long only to romances, but nobody will believe 


that I was an enemy to the ſex; I ſhould in 
that caſe think myſelf unworthy of life. From 


love adventures ſprung almoſt all my good and 
bad fortune. I never was a friend to variety: 


in love I was incapable of ſeducing Innocence; 


deceit and inconſtancy, even in the fiery days 
of my youth, I deteſted. - 
Whether in Paris, Rome, Venice, or Darlin 
I was never ſeen in improper company. The 
moſt difficult conqueſts were to me the moſt 


tempting, and the nobleſt and handſomeſt Wo- 


men were ever the objets of my purſuit. In 
adverſity women ſupported me more than men; 


I have them to thank for my few happy days. I | 


recommend to my children the converſation of 
the ſex; they will ſo model their manners and. 
perſonal qualities, as to make them capable of 


conducting the moſt weighty affairs! Senſible 


and lovely women, {till revive and cheer my 
foul, combatting againſt the infirmities of age, 
the vanities of the world, and my -own me- 
lancholy reflections. 
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| Tone day dined with a large company in my 


Lord Hyndford's palace, and fat next to one of 


the handſomeſt young ladies, and of the firſt 


family, in the country; who in the ſeventeenth 


year of her life was to be married to an old Ruſſian 
miniſter of fixty, . weighing about twenty-two 
ſtone; her eyes told me that ſhe would have 
given me the preference; I hazarded to inform 
her of my thoughts, teſtified the ſhare I took in 
her fate, and to my aſtoniſhment received this 
anſwer, © Ah, Sir! if you can reſcue me from 
«« this misfortune, I'll conſent to every —_ 
« you wiſh.” Fe 2 © 
Judge what a man like me n feel ; in the 


twenty-fourth year of his age! the. object was 


divinely beautiful, her heart and ſoul innocence 
itſelf, and a princeſs of the firſt diſtinction ; but 
the conſent of the court was already given, and 


there was no ether way to gain her than by car- 


rying her off, and combatting a thouſand dan- 
gers : the 'place was not favourable for a private 
converſation, but our ſouls were already united; 
I begged an opportunity for a fuller explanation, 
and the day following I was appointed to meet 


her in the Froitger garden: how tedious paſſed - 


the intervening night! Every thing was ſo well 


managed, that by the aſſiſtance of her chamber- 


maid, a faithful Georgian, we remained with 
| each 
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each other free and uninterrupted for the ſpace of 


three hours. | 
How many forrowful days in my confinement 
at Magdeburg have been ſweetened by the re- 


memberance of theſe three happy hours! An 


adorable girl, with the ſtrongeſt antipathy againſt 
her future ſpouſe, who with tears in her eyes, and 
in the firſt tranſports of ardent love, truſted her- 
ſelf with unbounded confidence to my arm, to 


my guidance, to my diſpoſal, upon condition 


that I ſhould reſcue her from her deteſted bride- 
groom ! What pen can do juſtice to ſuch a ſcene! 
or deſcribe the intoxicating tranſports with which 
we projected our future plans. Our union was 
determined, we ſwore eternal fidelity, and from 
that day I had every opportunity of Pt 
whole nights in her company, by the affifianc 
of our faithtul confidant, and a Feen door into 
the garden. 

The departure of the court from Moſcow to 
Peterſburg was fixed for the enſuing year, and 
my amiable friend was to be married on the ſirſt 
of Auguſt. It was impoſſible to eſcape from 


Moſcow, had we riſked it our ruin would have 


been inevitable; reaſon and the ſituation of the 
affair obliged us to be patient; but we reſolved 
not to delay a day on our arrival at Peterſburg, in 


ne to 4 country v here we could be united for 
cver, 


reer — 
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ever, and where no ſpies could follow us: but 
the fatal firſt of Auguſt we could not put off, it 
arrived in ſpite of all our arts; the marriage was 
celebrated with ſplendor and magnificence. But 
the bride remained mine, in ſpite of the for- 
malities of the Greek church; the bridegroom 
lay in his arm chair, for the Ws monſter. 
could not lie in his bed. + 

My temale. friend managed matters ſo well 15 
that my entrance into the . was as free now, 
as it had been before at her mother s; ſhe had 
choſen the bed-room in ſuch a ſituation that L 
could eaſily approach it, though ſeldom through 
the door which was guarded by ſentries and 
porters, but by a window which looked into the 
garden, and was very low. 51 
Thus we lived three months in perfect hap- 
pineſs, and were buſy in making preparations 
for our future flight; ſne gave me all her jewels, 
and ſome thouſand rubles, likewiſe the preſents: 
her huſband had made her on her marriage 
day. We longed for our journey to Peterſburgh, 
that we might put into execution the plan we 
had laid down, and which no doubt would 
have ſucceeded, if fortune had not then doom ed 
me to new and unexpected diſaſters. My love 
had been with me, playing at ombre, at the 
chancellor's: ſhe complained of a head-ach, ap- 


pointed 
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pointed me to meet her the next day in the 
Froitzer garden; ſqueezed my hand with un- 
common ardor, as ſhe ſtepped into her car- 
riage; and from that moment I never ſaw her 
but upon her bier. | 
She grew delirious in the courſe of the night, 
and never more recovercd her ſenſes. On the 
Aixth day ſhe died, ſoon after the ſmall pox 
began to appear: and in her frenzy, ſhe dif- 
covered the whole hiſtory of our amours, and 
often called on me to deliver her from her huſ- 
band. Thus died in the flower of her age, 
one of the moſt lovely women I ever knew; and 
with her vaniſhed the ſweet chimeras of hap- 
pineſs, which at firſt ſeduced me. 
Lord Hyndford was the only man who knew 
the ſecret, from him I concealed nothing; this 
venerable old man always ſtrengthened me in 
my defigns—for ſuch a girl, he ſaid, he would 
have done what I had reſolved to do. He felt 
my diſtreſs with the Tenfibility of a friend; and 
had it not been for him, I ſhould undoubtedly 
have ſacrificed myſelf as a victim, at her un- 
timely grave. | 
There is not perhaps a man, Wick the world 
can with more juſtice view as the object of the 
pranks and mutability of fortune. She always 
taiſed me with rapidity to the ſummit of the 
2 „„ moſt 
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moſt brilliant hopes, only as it would ſeem to 
make me fall the lower; and when my ſtory 
is read, it will remain undetermined, whether 
J have experienced more good or bad fortune. 
But theſe were only trials to which I was 
put, to make me endure with fortitude, the 
future blow levelled at me by fate: for if I had 
not enjoyed many pleaſant hours, the remem- 
brance of which were grateful to me in my 
afflicted days, when I was capable of collecting 
my wandering thoughts; and as if in a dream 
to think on the happy moments I had paſſed, 
I never could have endured life for ten long 
years in Magdeburg jail, fettered with ſixty- 
eight pounds of iron. | 
But enough of this! my blood flaws quicker 
in my veins, and 'my pulſe beats higher as I 
now write—peace to the gentle ſoul of my de- 
parted Ruſſian friend, with ſuch beauty and 
ſentiments, eternal youth and immortality might 
have been united; but thy name. ſhall ever re- 
main concealed. In the courſe of my life, 
I have learnt that there is no wound ſo deep 
but may be healed; and the man who poſſeſſes 
a generous and noble heart, may every where 
find ſome others with diſpoſitions congenial to 
bis own; . that the loſs of the beſt 
friend. 
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Send; or - the moſt lovely woman may be re- 
| men 8 | | 
The affair of this lady made ſome noiſe in 
Ruſſia, but the huſband did not ſhew me the- 
leaft ill will; he was too dull to underſtand 
the meaning of the expreſſions, ſhe uttered in 
her laſt frenzy. What I received from her 
amounted to about ſeven thouſand ducats. Lord 
Hyndford and Count Bernes, pronounced it to be 
my right, and her heart had ſurely deſtined me 
more. To this adventure ſucceeded another, 
which was of far more ee to my good 
fortune. 
The counteſs B***** Was at that time as. 
moſt prudent and accompliſhed woman at court ; 
| ſhe often ſat in judgment on ſtate affairs; and 
her artful and ſelf-intereſted, but at the ſame 
time weak and narrow-minded ſpouſe was en- 
tirely ſubſervient to her will and power: the 
good Elizabeth truſted a great deal to her mi- 
niſtry ; and the counteſs was the moſt important 
perſon in the kingdom, on whom the eyes of 
all foreign miniſters were fixed. Add to this, 
her method of delivering her ſentiments was 
commanding, her manner majeſtic, and ſne was 
the only married woman who bore the character 
of being true to her huſband, perhaps becauſe 
ſhe was- a German, and more cautious than the 


Ru ſan 
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Ruſfian dames—for I was clvineel Amd 
that her virtue was the effects of her pride, and 
a perfect knowledge of the character of the peo- 
ple amongſt whom ſhe lived. No ſtrangers 
under the ſceptre of Elizabeth, durſt appear at 
court, or in great companies, without being pre- 
ſented by the chancellor—a page, named Sever, 
and myſelf, were the only two Germans who had 
| a free permiſſion to appear every where - the 
eſpecial protection which I enjoyed from the 
| Engliſh and Auſtrian amballagors 5 me a 

double advantage. EC 

Count BeF#u/chef had, under the former 1 
been the Ruſſian reſident at Hamburgh. In 
that employment he had married the handſome 
young widow of a merchant, called Bottger. 
In the reign of Elizabeth he roſe to the dignity 
of the firſt and moſt powerful miniſter of ſtate, 
Madame Bottger was likewiſe become the firſt 
lady in Ruſſia; at the time I knew her ſhe was 

about thirty-eight years of age, conſequently no 
longer a beauty, but a charming lively woman, 
who poſſeſſed a ſtrong underſtanding; could not 
bear the Ruſhans, bft protected the Pruſſians. 
Her converſation was ſuch as her ſituation ren- 
dered neceſſary towards Ruſſians, proud, reſerv- 
ed, and more ſatirical than amiable—on every 
decaſion the ſhewed me particular eſteem; 1 
. | — was 
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was invited to her table as often as I choſe, 
and had often the honour of drinking coffee 
privately with her, and Colonel Oettinger. She 
often gave me to underſtand, that ſhe knew 
my intrigue with the Princeſs Nen, which I 
always denied; though I was convinced ſhe 
could have known it from nobody but my friend 
herſelf. My ſecreſy pleaſed her; whereas the 
Ruſſian boaſts continually, if he has the good 
fortune to pleaſe a lady. She wiſhed to make 
me believe, that ſhe had obſerved us in com- 
pany, underſtood the language of our eyes, 
and had long ſince rel our ſecret. I did 
not then know that my friend's chamber-maid 
was in her ſervice, and had long been one of 
her hired ſpies... 

About eight days after the death of the Prin- 


— cels N**, the counteſs invited me after dinner 


to take coffee with her, in her own chamber, 
ſhe lamented my loſs, my affecting fituation, 
which had baniſhed all my wonted vivacity, 
and altered my whole figure. She manifeſted © 
ſo lively a concern in my fortune, and ſo many 
expreſſive wiſhes to better it, and make me 
happy, that I could no longer doubt of the 
impreſſion I had made on her heart. An op- 
portunity ſoon offered to convince me, that my 
ſuſpicions were not ill grounded: from her own 
Yo. 1. N „„ mourn 
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mouth 1 learnt what ſhe felt for me; our union 
was determined in a moment. Prudence, - truth, 
and ſecreſy, were the terms; and J never in 
my life was beloved with more ardour, than 


by this lady, who knew how to chain me to 


herſelf. Caution was the main point to be at- 
tended to; ſhe ſoon however found opportu- 
nities for our meeting. The chancellor eſteemed 


and truſted every thing to me; he employed 


me in his cabinet; I was conſtantly in his houſe; 
and there were no thoughts of my joining the 


regiment as captain. I vas deſtined for ſtate 


affairs; the firſt ſtep was to become a page 
at court, which in Ruſſia is of ſome importance. 
In fine, all my future proſpects wore the moſt 
brilliant aſpect. From Lord Hyndford alone 1 
concealed nothing; he planned all my defigns, 
and rejoiced at 5 ſucceſs : yet ſuch was his 
generolity, that when I lived in affluence, he 
would receive nothing back, which he had con- 
tributed to my firſt equipment. | 
People were ſoon aware of my intereſt and 
credit, in the houſe of the firſt miniſter; fo- 


reign ambailadors courted my acquaintance and 
friendſhip; Mr. G*** did all he could to win 


me, but found me an honeſt man. 
The alliance of Ruſſia became at this = 


an object of univerſal ſolicitude; the ruin of 


Pruſlla 
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Pruſſia was to be dfefted ; every court was 
at work, and here nobody was better acquainted 
with the miniſterial and family parties than my- 
ſelf. About a twelvemonth after my acquain- 
tance with this lady, ſhe became entangled in 
the ſnares; owing to which, her huſband and 
herſelf, at laſt fell under the hands of the exe. 
cutioner. 
Beſtuſchef, was in the year 17 70 tortiired 
with the Knut. Appraxin, the ſecretary at war, 
underwent a like fortune. What muſt a ſtranger 
expect, in caſe he has the misfortune to be 
perſecuted by the great, and left to their mercy! 
Nobody in fo ſhort a time, could have a bet- | 
ter opportunity than I had, to diſcover the | 
ſecrets of ſtate, eſpecially under the guidance | 
ofa Hyndford and a Bernes, during the feign of | 
a good but ſhort-ſighted empreſs, whoſe- prime 
_ miniſter Count Befuſchef was but a weak man, | 
| 


and intirely under the corhrhahd of his witty 
and domineering wife, who might then have 
been juſtly conſidered as the regent of Ruſſia. 
Peace and war were in her hands; and had 1 
been more prudent, or leſs ſincere, I might in 
the ſituation I was in, have accumulated great 
wealth, and ſafely provided for myſelf. She 
was exceedingly generous; and although the 
was in one yOu obliged to pay abeve an hundred 
| N 2 | thouſand 
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| choukhd rubles to the creditors of her debauched 
and extravagant ſon; I might ſtill have laid 
by more for myſelf. Half the preſents which 

ſhe made me accept, I lent her ſon and loſt; 


ſelf-intereſt was never my principle; and the 


richer I grew, the more I ſpent in afliſting the 


needy; and forgot myſelf ſo far, that J often 


wanted the means of ſupplying my own calls. 


In this proſperous ſituation and brilliant proſ- 


pect, for a young man of four and twenty, for- 


tune again began to vary. My ſucceſs in Ruſſia 


diſpleaſed the Great Frederick, who purſued 


me in all corners of the earth, and who looked 


upon my ſituation in Moſcow as detrimental | 


to his intereſt; and I had ſoon a convincing 


proof that he commanded my deſtruction. 


Lord Hyndford once begged me to draw him 


an accurate and handſome plan of Kronſtadt 
of which he gave an engraving, and ſome draw- 


ings of merchant ſhips, men of war, and the 


different anchorages. This was done without 
the leaſt ſuſpicion or danger, as the harbour 
of Kronſtadt was no ſecret, and engravings of 
it were publickly ſold in all the ſhops at Pe- 
-terſburgh. Lord Hyndford ſat looking at my 
work, as his friend Mr. Funk, the Saxon am- 
-baſlador- entered; he ſhewed him my drawing, 


Funk begged. he would. lend i it to him to copy, 
which 
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which he would do himſelf. Lord - Hyndford 
gave him my plan, to which was prefixed .my - 
name. Funk carried it home, and ſome days 

afterwards, as he was buſy copying it, in came 
Mr. Goll, the Pruſſian miniſter his neighbour, 
who often payed him a friendly viſit. Funk. 
very innocently ſhewed him my work, and they 
both lamented that the king had loſt ſo uſeful 

a man. Goltz aſked Funk to lend him the plan 
for a couple of days, that he might correct his 
own by it. 

Funk, who. was a | friendly honeſt man, and 
ſuſpected no ill deſign, but gave it to, him 
willingly. As ſoon as Goltz had put it in his 
pocket, he went to the chancellor, whoſe weak : 

fide he was acquainted with; pretended that 

his object was to convince him, that a man who 

had proved falſe to his country, and to a king | 
who had loaded him with favours, would ſurely 
for the ſake of his own intereſt, deceive eyery. 
monarch who truſted him. He drew nearer 
his aim: he ſpoke of the general eſteem I had 

in a few months gained, becauſe I was con- 

ſidered as a_child of, and friend to the: houſe 

of Beſtuſcbef; at laſt, when he found the other- 

defended me in every thing, he endeavoured 

to excite his jealouſy, and told him that every 

body ſpoke of my private rendezvous with his 
N 3 | wife, 
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wife, which were carried on in the garden of 


the palace. This laſt picee of information he 
communicated, in order to lay a ſurer trap for 
me. He even inſinuated that Mr. S, who 
was then the miniſter's private ſecretary, was 


not unacquaintd with our proceedings; in ſhort 


the chancellor grew angry and uneaſy. He 
immediately pulled out my plan of Kronſtadt, 
with theſe words“ Your Excelleney cheriſhes 
« a ſnake in your boſom : I gave Trenck two 


« hundred ducats for this plan, which he copied 


« from your cabinet.“ The baſe man knew 
that I ſometimes amuſed myſelf with Colonel 
Oettinger, who had the care of all the buildings 


and reparations of the Ruſſian fortifications. 
The miniſter was aſtoniſhed, and flew into a 


rage. Mr. G proceeded farther; he increaſed 


the ſuſpicions againſt me, by adding, that the 


Auftrian ambaſſador Count Bernes, did not eſ- 


teem and protect me ſo much without fome 
views towards the intereſt of his court. The 


ehancellor talked of a proceſs and the Knout; 
the other obſerved I had too many pow erful 
friends, who weuld procure my pardon; and 


by that means, the evil would become greater. 
It was reſolved to carry me off privately, and 


to convey me with all ” PT PROT w 


Siberia. 


Thus 
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Thus whilſt I thought myſelf ſafe in peace 


and contentment, a tempeſtuous cloud was ga- 
tiering over my head; and nothing but divine 


providence, or the moſt lucky accident ſaved 


me from ruin. G*** had ſcarce quitted the 
palace, when the enraged chancellor, who in 
his heart had determined on the moſt bitter 
revenge againſt me, darted into his wife's apart- 
ment, upbraided her with her connection with 
me, and related to her (becauſe ſhe drew it 
from him) every thing that Gollz had faid. 
She poſſeſſed more quickneſs than her huſband; 
and foon obſerved, that there muſt be ſome 
ſecret deſign; for ſhe was convinced; that 1 
could not want ſo miſerable a ſum as two 
hundred ducats. However, the chancellor was 


not to be pactfied, and my arreſt was deter- 


mined on. . 
She immediately wrote me a billet to eh 


purpoſe ; * Friend! you are threatened with a 


« great misfortune, do not ſleep at home to 


„night; remain in ſafety with Lord e | 


©« till a further explanation. 


Mr. $***, her ſecretary and confidant (the 


ſame who was afterwards the Ruſſian ambaſſador 
in Regenſburg) was charged to ſeek me; he 
found me after dinner with the Engliſh am- 


baſſador. I ſtarted at the contents of this biller, 
N 4 ſhewed 
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ſhewed it to Lord Hyndford;; my conduct was 
irreproachable; we imagined it muſt proceed 
from a diſcovery of my connection with the 
chancellor's lady. My lord deſired that I ſhould 
remain in his hotel, till every thing could be 
cleared up. We ſent a ſpy during the night 
to watch my. place of abode; at about twelve 
oclock, the director of police viſited my houſe. 

In the morning about ten o'clock,” Lord Hyud- _ 
ford went to the chancellor's to get ſome infor- 
mation. As ſoon as he entered, he was re- 
proached for having introduced a traitor into 
the houſe. '* What has he done?“ was the 
queſtion. . © He has copied a plan of Kronſtadt 
« from my cabinet, and given it to the Pruſſian 
*« miniſter for two hundred ducats.” Lord Hynd- 


ford was aſtoniſhed! he knew my ſoul ; he had 


money and jewels of mine, to the amount of eight 


_. thouſand ducats. He knew that I did not va- 


lue money, and was acquainted with. the ſource 
from whence I could have what I pleaſed. 

« Well,” ſaid he, Has your excellency real- 
ly ſeen this drawing of Trenck's ?” The chan- 
cellor anſwered, that Mr. Goltz himſelf ſhewed 
it, © I would fain ſee it; J know Trenct's 
« work, I'Il warrant he is no villain: there 
« muſt be ſome ſecret intrigue here, which we 
“ are not acquainted with. 1 beg you will ſend 
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« for Goltz, and let him bring his plan of Kron- 

« {ladt along with him. Trenck is in my houſe; 

« ]-will not protect him if he is a traitor, he 

« ſhall inſtantly appear.” 
The chancellor wrote a line to Mr. Goltz, 
defired he would come to. him and bring the 
plan. G*** inſtantly ſuſpected what was going 
on; he knew that the maſter of police had not 
found me, and that I was in ſafety ; therefore 
did not appear, but ſent an excuſe. In the 
mean time I entered the room ; Lord Hyndſord 
addreſſed me with the boldneſs of a Briton : 
« Trenck! are you a traitor? If you are, you 
do not deſerve my protection; you are here 

4 a ſtate priſoner. Did you ſell Mr. G*** a 
plan of Kronſtadt.” Judge my anſwer! Lord 
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Hyndford began to perceive the real fact, when g 
the chancellor had related to him every thing thlaat | 
paſſed. I was. diſmiſſed, and Funk was ſent 1 


for; of whom Lord Hyndford demanded, Where 
his plan of Kronſtadt was, which Trenck co- 
pied. Funk heſitated, and ſaid he would in- 
ſtantly fetch it. Upon your honor, have you 
„ pot it at home.” © No my lord! I lent it 
« to Mr. G*** for a few days to copy.” Lord 
Hyndford trembled for the explanation, but ſoon 
ſaw the affair in its proper light; related to 
the chancellor what had before happened, viz. 
= hat 


/ 


r ———  — — — — a 


186 MEMOIRS OP 


that the plan belonged t to him, and he had lent 
it to Mr. Funk. 

He begged to be allowed a un man from 
the chancellor. Count B***f called for his 
Hirſt ſecretary, with him, Mr. Funk, and the 
Dutch ambaſſador (Mr. Schwart) who had come 
to ſpeak to the chancellor, proceeded to Mr. 
'Goltz. On their arrival, Funk aſked for his plan 
of Kronſtadt; he delivered it to him, and 1 25 ä 
returned it to Lord Hyndford. | 

The fecretary and Lord Hyndford, both! begg Ned 
to fee the plan of Kronſtadt, which Trenck had 
fold. His aſtoniſhment and confuſion was not 
to be deſcribed. Lord Hyndford inſiſted on a 
categorical explanation, for the honour of Trenck, 
whom he looked upon as an honeſt man. To 
which Mr. G*** replicd—* I have orders from 
« my King to prevent Trenck from riſing in 
« Ruſſia; arid J only wiſhed to do _ duty 
« 25 a miryſter.” 

Lord Fyndford treated him with the utmoſt 
contempt; and with this news the four gentlemen 
returned to the chancellor's; they all wiſhed me 
Joy, and the chancellor himſelf promiſed me a 


reward, with the ſtricteſt orders not to injure the 


ambaſſador; for in the firſt heat of my indigna- 
tion I threatened to puniſh Mr. Goltz. I was 
pacified; dined with the chancellor, who did 
mn: | | | all 


BARON TRE NC K. 3 


all he could to make me aſſume my wonted good 
humour and fincerity; his wife appeared quite 
indifferent, only aſked if the generality of 
Pruſſians were accuſtomed to act like Mr. G. 
Funk and Schwart were likewiſe at table; they 
all congratulated me on my victory, but nobody 
knew by what accident I had eſcaped the preci- 
pitate and unheard condemnation of the enraged 
chancellor: my protectreſs ſat at table, but 
durſt not let it be obſerved. The following day 
the chancellor made me a preſent of two thou. 
ſand rubles, with orders to thank the empreſs. 
who had fent me this mark of her particular 
favour, as a cure for the wound I had ſo unjuſtly 
received. — This 1 did in a few days, and the 
moſt engaging empreſs in the world ſoon made 
me forget every. thing by her enchanting hu- 
manity; the adventure became known through. 
out all Moſcow, and Mr. Goltz neither appeared 


at court, nor in public; the chancellor's lady 
affronted him perſonally in ſuch a manner, as 


prudence will not. here allow me to mention. 
Count Bernes, the crafty Piedmonteſe, promiſed 
me revenge, without giving myſelf any trouble 
about it, What further happened I know not. 
This Goltz was certainly the cauſe of many 
ſubſequent adverſities. Beſtuſcbef, owing to him, 

fell into the misfortunes which ſome years after. 


wards 


188 7 $CEMOTRS OF | 
wards happened to himſelf. and his family. J. 


inſtead of living to endure the ſcorn and perſecu- 


tions of Vienna, ſhould have paſſed my days with 


| honour and diſtinction; nor languithed ten years 


impriſoned in Magdeburg: much leſs been at 
preſent termed an invalid major, and obliged to 
diſcharge the duties of a ſchool-maſter towards 
py eight children. 

"How little was the Great Frederick nec 


| Lid my heart! he had rendered me miſerable 


without a crime; condemned me undeſervedly, 
and on bare ſuſpicion, to a priſon in Glatz. I 
eſcaped naked and poor; he confiſcated my pa- 


ternal eſtate; and not content with theſe af- 


fictions, he would not ſuffer me to be app in 


another kingdom. 


Enraged at the behaviour of Goltz, I could n 


| Fn time have laid my country in aſhes, if an 


opportunity had favoured my will; nor do J 


deny that from this moment I did every thing in 


my power to promote the views of Count Bernes 
the Auſtrian ambaſſador, who knew well how to 
cheriſh the fire which was now kindled. = 

I had ſcarce begen, according to my in- 


ſtructions, to pry a little deeper into ſecrets, be< 
. fore I diſcovered all the faction of the court, and 
that Beſtaſehef and Appraxin were actually in Pruſ. 


lian Pays to preſerve a — againſt the Auſtrian 
party: 
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party: this alone will account for the behaviour 
of the court of Peterſburg in the year 17622 
likewiſe from whence ſprung all the different 
orders, and contradictory proceedings of the 
Ruſſian army, in the ſeven years Pruſſian war. : 
The chancellor's lady, who ſince the affair of 
Goltz, was obliged to be more cautious, in her con- 
nection with me; had too much diſcernment not { 
to ſe into all the artifices in which her huſband 1 
was concerned. My adventure drew her in- 
tirely from the old party; ſhe loved me with ail 
her heart and ſoul; diſcovered to me all ſecrets 
without reſerve or diffidence, and remained my 
conſtant friend and correſpondent, till her mis: - 
fortunes, which happened in the year 1758, 
during my confinement in Magdeburg, This 
was the ſecret key by which I came to the know- f 
ledge of every thing that was meditated againſt = 
Pruſſia, till the year 1756, better than many | 
miniſters of the courts, intereſted in thoſe im- 
Portant tranſactions. N 
I always could dé more than moſt young 
people, becauſe I never flept above four or five 
hours; and if I ſpent a part of the day in the 
pleaſures of a court life, I always had enough 
remaining for ſtudy, and the converſation of 
learned men. Lord Hyndſord was my inſtructor, 
in the knowledge of politicks, the world, and 
mankind; | 
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mankind ; Bourbave, who was then phyſician 
at court, was alſo my intimate friend. Pity 1 


ever quitted Ruſſia! there I learnt more in one 


year, and enjoyed more honour and happineſs, 
than during the remainder of my life. 

Since the lait adventure, I perceived a great 
alteration 'in the behaviour of the chancellor; 
his looks betrayed an attention to my words and 


conduct. He ſeemed to me ſuſpicious and re- 


vengeful; his lady obſerved it likewiſe ; and 
it now became high time to form ſome other 


plan. I really began to play a very delicate, 
but at the ſame time, a very dangerous part; 
when a ſudden accident ſhifted the ſcene, and 


the curtain to my tragedy was once more drawn 
up. My couſin, the well known Pandour com- 
mander, died on the 4th of October, 1749, in 
his confinement, in the caſtle of Speilburg ; and 
left me his ſole air, on condition that I ſhould 


ſerve no other maſter, than the houſe of Auſtria, 


Count Bernes did not receive this news, till 


March 1750. 


I could not think of 3 The ſhocking 


example of my couſin terrified me. No body 


knew better than myſelf the merits of his pro- 
ceſs, and the great ſervice he rendered the ſtate; 
for I had been an eye witneſs to his fortune. 


But Count Bernes repreſented to me, that Trenck's 
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property conſiderably exceeded a million; that 
by his recommendation and ſupport, the em- 

preſs would take care that I ſhould have juſtice 
done me; that I had no perſonal enemies in * 
Vienna; and that it would be better to poſſeſs 
property to the amount of a million, in Hun- 
gary, than have the moſt brilliant hopes in 
Ruſſia; where I had already ſeen ſo much of 
the viciſſitudes of fortune, and effects of family 
cabals. Lord Hyndford was of the ſame opi- 
nion; aſſured me of his paternal love on every 
occaſion, and deſcribed London to me as the 
ſafeſt port, in caſe I ſhould be unfortunate in 
Vienna. Like a free born Briton he ſpoke of 
ſlavery, reminded me of the fate of Munchs 
and Oſterman; and painted the court of Ruſſia 
what I actually knew it to be. Theſe argu- 
ments determined me; but having money, I 
thought to make a tour to Stockho)m, Copen- - 
hagen, and Holland. In the mean time, Count 
Bernes was to give notice. of my arrival in Vi- 
enna, and prepare me a good reception. He 
accelerated my departure to take poſſeſſion ft 
my rich inheritance. My female friend did all 
ſhe could to retain me; but weighing every 
thing with reaſon and attention, I tore my felt; 
I may ſay, by force from her arms; promiling 
to return as a viſitor to Peterſburg, as ſoon as 
Thad 
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J had ſettled my affairs in Vienna. She had 
already formed the project of my being by her 
means employed as an ambaſſador, in which 
capacity, I ſhould be of great ſervice to my 
court. We parted with ſadneſs; ſhe preſented 
me with a ſnuff-box, and her picture ſet in 
diamonds; which about three years afterwards, 
Vas torn from my breaſt, by Abramſon, the 
Auſtrian reſident, when taken up in Dantzig. 
The chancellor embraced me like a friend, as 
I took my leave; even Appraxin wept, he held 
me faſt in his arms, and propheſied to me at 
my departure, that I ſhould repent this ſtep, 
for I could be no where {o happy as in Ruſſia, 
here I had ſo many powerful friends. All was 
to no purpoſe; although I quitted Ruſſia with 
a ſadneſs, that ſeemed to forebode my future 
misfortunes ; I followed the directions of Lord 
Hyndford, and Count Bernes. 

I travelled from Moſcow to Peterſburgh, 
where I received a letter from the chancellor's 
lady, by the hands of Baron Wolfe, the banker, 
which had almoſt induced me to return. She 
wrote in a ſtile that made my heart tremble ; 
endeavoured to deter me from my journey to 
Vienna, and incloſed me a bill for four thouſand 
rubles, in cafe I reſolved to follow my caprice, 


and turn my back on my certain good fortune. 
| 1 had 
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I had money and jewels to the amount of 
36000 florins, therefore returned her bill, and 
begged her remembrance, her favor, and aſſiſt- 
ance, in caſes wherein I might yet want them. 
I ſtaid but a few days in Peterſburg, and from 
thence proceeded to Stockholm. I had letters of 
recommendation from all the different ambaſſa- 
dors.—l have forgot to mention, that my friend 
Mr. Funk was inconſolable becauſe of his i impru- 
dence in truſting Mr. Goltz with my drawing; an 

indiſcretion which had nearly plunged me into the 
moſt extreme miſery. | 

In the year 1772, twenty-two years Aker this 
affair, I met this worthy man in Dreſden; he 
conſidered himſelf as the true cauſe of all the 
afflictions I ſuffered from that time, and aſſured 
me, that every information of the martyrdom 1 
endured, pierced his ſoul with reproach. 

It was a real cordial to me, after having ſur- 
vived ſo many ſtorms of fate, to find ſuch a man 
alive, and to renew an old and valued acquaint- 
ance. - 4 S 

I was now in Stockholm; I had no occaſion 
for recommendations—I was known to the queen, 
ſiſter to the great Frederick. When in the garde 
du corps, I had the honor of eſcorting her as far 
as Stettin. I related to her, without reſerve, my 
fate in Pruſſia and Ruſſia. 
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For political reaſons ſhe adviſed me to make 
no ſtay i in Stockholm; but remained till her death 
my moſt gracious patroneſs. 

I went immediately to Copenhagen, ho the 
Daniſh -ambaſſador had given me letters of re- 
commendation, and truſted me with ſome buſi- 

- neſs —I did not remain there above fourteen 
days, but embarked on board a Dutch ſhip bound 
for Amſterdam, 

In Copenhagen I had the ſatisfaction to fall i in 
with my worthy old friend, Lieutenant Bach, who 
had promoted my flight from Glatz, as has been 
already mentioned. He lived in miſery, and was 
involved in debt. I procured him friends, by 
making known his noble behaviour tþ me, pre- 
ſented him five hundred ducats, and by: theſe 
means ſo far advanced his fortune, that in the 
year 1776 he wrote me the warmeſt letter of 
thanks, and died in 1779, as colonel of a Daniſh 
regiment of huſſars. 
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Our ſhip had ſcarce got to ſea, when a terrible 

hurricane aroſe, which carried away her mizen- 

{ maſt and bowſprit, and forced us, after the loſs of 
i ſome ſails, to caſt anchor between the clifts, near 

| It Gothenburg our eſcape was miraculous, We 
5 lay here nine days before we could get to ſea, 
il during which time I enjoyed my favorite amuſe- 


ment. I took daily two of my ſervants in the 
ſhip's boat, and went from one rock to another, 
catching 
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catching crabs and chevins, ſticking ſcate, and 
ſhooting'ducks. Every evening I returned with 
proviſions and goat's milk for the ſhip's crew, 
from the inhabitants of theſe deſert rocks. 
A A famine prevailed amongſt them; our ſhip 

was loaded with corn, of which I bought to the 
value of ſome bundred Dutch guelders, and di- 
vided among theſe poor people wherever 1 
landed. To a prieſt, who himſelf. was in want of . 
| bread, and whoſe living did not exceed one hun- 
dred and fifty florins of our money, I gave a hun- 
dred guelders for the benefit of his wretched pa- 
riſhioners. 

I here enjoyed the trueſt and Sch luxury— 
the pleaſure of doing good. A great deal of the 
money I had ſo eaſily acquired in Ruſſia, was left 
behind me; and I ſhould perhaps have become as 
poor myſelf, if we had ſtaid there any length of 
time. A thouſand bleſſings were poured upon me 
by theſe honeſt people, and the name of Trenck 
long talked of in Gothenburg. 

In one of theſe delightful excurſions I nearly 
loſt my life. I had carried grain to the inhabi- 
tants of one of the rocks, and was returning, when 
a ſudden wind arofe, which, as I did not per- 
fectly underſtand the uſe of the rudder, drove us 
right out to ſea. It was impoſſible to reach the 
ſhip—1 wanted to keep cloſe to the wind, but 

i 
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my ſervant was too ſlow with the ſails, the wind | 
came full upon them, and overturned the boat. 
I now found the benefit of my father's having in 
my youth taught me to ſwim ; my faithful ſer- 
vant helped me to reach one of the rocks, but 
the ſurf prevented me from aſcending it ; and as 
I was almoſt exhauſted, he gained the ſhore, and 
helped me out by the hand. At that moment the 
good people who had ſeen our misfortune, came 
with their boats to our aſſiſtance. 

A Calmuck, a worthy man, whom I had brought | 
with me from Ruſſia, and my jager loſt their 
lives; I ſaw the former fink juſt a as J got on 
ſhore. 

The honeſt inhabitants of the Swediſh rocks 
condued me to my ſhip, and brought our boat 
on board. I was a few days ſick; we weighed 
anchor and ſteered towards the Texel; within 
| fight of which, and the pilot-boats ready to come 
on board, another ſtorm aroſe, which drove our 
' ſhip into the harbour of Bahus, in Norway, where 
we entered without further damage. The next 
day we put to fea with a fair wind, and at be ar- 
rived ſafe in Amſterdam. 

I ſtaid here but a ſhort time; however, the 
day after my arriv al, I met with an extraordina- 
ry accident in which my forward curioſity em- 
broiled me. | = 


Obſerving 
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Obſerving the barponeers who were employed 
in the whale-fiſhery, exerciſe themſelves with 


their barpoons and javelins, one fellow, named 


Hermanus Rogaar, a noted quarreler, and one of 
the moſt famous knife-fighters, came to me in a 
ſcornful manner, ridiculed my Turkiſh ſabre, and 
at laſt proceeded ſo far as to attempt giving me a 
fillip on the noſe. I puſhed him back; the fel- 
low. threw his cap at my feet, drew his knife, and 
challenged me to ſingle combat; called me an 
aapen horker, and aſked, whether I choſe a c, a 
gatge, or a kruys in my face: that is, if I wanted 
a ſtrait, a crooked, or a croſs cut. 

As I had the misfortune to join this noble com- 
| pany, there was no alternative, but either to fight 
or fly. The fellow became more inſolent and 
keen. I turned to the by-ſtanders, and demanded 
a knife. No, no, cried my challenger, take that 
great knife which is tied to thy hips; I will lay 
twelve ducats, thou ſhalt not eſcape a cut on thy 
face. I immediately drew—he 'attacked me with 
his knife; but at the firſt ſlaſh, away flew both 
hand and knife, and his blood beſprinkled my 
whole body. I now expetted to be torn to pieces 
by the peopte, but was aſtoniſhed to hear them 
huzza, call out, vivat, and ſtyle me the conqueror 
of the hitherto invincible Hermanus Rogaar. This 
man, who had been the general terror, on ac- 
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count of his ſtrength and dexterity, was now 
laughed at and derided. A travelling Jew, who 
was a ſpeQator, conducted me out of the crowd, 
and the people accompanied me with chm 
to my inn. | 

This duel, which gained me honor in Holland 
4 have diſgraced me anywhere elſe. A man 
who knows how to wield a Turkiſh ſcimitar, 
would in one day diſmember a hundred Rogaars 
with their knives: but how eaſily might'I have 
fallen into the hands of the people; for he who 
mixes with the huſks, muſt expect to be eaten by the 
ſwine. Thus my imprudence often led me into 
ſquabbles, which a timely reflection would have 
prevented. I always truſted to my good fortune 
in adverſity, and never ſaw the danger until I 
had fallen into it. 

From Amſterdam I went to the Hague, recom- 
mended by Lord Hyndford to the Britiſh ambaſ- 
ſador, Lord Holderneſs ; by Bernes to Baron 
Reiſchack ; by Mr. Schwart to the ſtate-greffier, 
Fagel ; and from the chancellor I had letters to 
the Prince of Orange himſelf. I could not fail 
of being received with all poſſible diſtinction. 
Had I profitted by my advantages, a id proceeded 
with my money to India, inſtead of going to 
Vienna, how eaſily might I have made my for- 


tune, in a country where money is procured by 
1 


— 
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ability, and where honeſty and virtue need not 
fear the cabals of a court, or the caprice of deſpo- 
tiſm. But to my misfortune, I found letters from 
Count Bernes, who aſſured me of a haven in Vi- 
enna, and at the ſame time, incloſed me a citation 
from the high court of war, as an hereditary de- 
claration of this important ſucceſſion. He men- 
tioned to me, that the court, at his demand and 
recommendation, had aſſured him, that I ſhould 
experience every protection and juſtice in Vi- 
enna; and he deſired me to haſten my arrival, 

as the preſent adminiſtration of the Trencki/h ef- 
tates would not prove ſerviceable to me. 

I followed his advice, made the beſt of my way 
to Vienna, and fince that moment every Joy of 
my life had an end. I fell into a labyrinth of law- 
ſuits—into the power of baſe men; and ſuch a 
tempeſt of afflictions burſt over my devoted head, 
T as would require a volume to depict. 

My misfortunes commenced with the following 
adventure : A Mr. Shench, who was in the ſame. 
| hotel with me at the Hague, fought my ac- 
quaintance, and begged me to take him with me 
as far as Numberg, from whence he was to pro- 


ceed to Saxony. I complied willingly ; but as 1 


roſe in the morning at Hanau, I was ſurpriſed to 


find my watch ſet with diamonds, a ring worth 


two thouſand rubles, a ſnuff- box with the portrait 
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of my firſt female friend in We and a purſe 
which contained eighty ducats, all ſtolen, and Mr. 
Shenck inviſible. Nothing vexed me more than 


the ſnuff. box; the loſs of my money I did not re- 
gard—the villain, whom I did every thing in my 


power to ſerve, was not to be found. It was for- 
tunate that my chatoulle, with my whole fortune, 


| was locked in my trunk, in which were my bills 


upon Baron Wolf, and a ſtock of ready money. 
I continued my journey alone, and arrived at 


Vienna in the year 1750, after having been near- 


ly two years abſent from it, in the courſe of 
which time I experienced an infinite variety of 
adventures. and changes of fortune, many of 
which I have ſuppreſſed in the preceding nar- 
rative, noting only thoſe that are particularly con- 
netted with my hiſtory; and whoever among my 
readers is accuſtomed to reflect, will ſoon perceive 


where prudence has obliged me to be ſilent, or 


where I durſt not diſcover the artful ſhifts, and 


critical maneuvres of ſtate, which might perhaps 
even now draw upon me freſh perſecutions. A 


writer is not permitted to lay open every truth; 
and where I may be thought not to have been 


| ſufficiently explicit, let no man accuſe me of flat- 


tery or fear: I am the father of eight children, 
and paternal duty over-balances the pride of an 


author, in caſes where honeſt facts might involve 


me 
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me in neu troubles, My adventures in Views: 
| will be related with as little harſhneſs as poſſible ; 
perhaps moderation may effect more for the loft 
right of my children, than all my violent efforts 
have been able to do. But as the tollowing cir- 
cumſtance, which happened thirty-ſeven years ago, 
is ſpoken of in Vienna in ſo many different ways, 
and in a manner ſo contradictory and diſadvanta- 
geous to the honor of the Trenckiſi name, I will 
relate in theſe pages, briefly and truly, what is 
ſtill to be found in the A of the court t of 
juſtice. | 
The Pandour chief, . Hts F venck, 
died in his confinement in Spielberg, on the fourth 
of October, 1749. People in Vienna erroniouſly 
beheved, that his eſtates were confiſcated when he 
was condemned to Spielberg; but he had com- 
mitted no crime againſt the ſtate, - vas accuſed 
of none, much leſs convicted. The ſentence de- 
clared, that his property ſhould remain under the 
adminiſtration of Counſellor Kempf, and his 
friend, Baron Peyaczauilz, who were choſen by 
himſelf, but the income of his different offices be 
- ſent to him yearly : he was, and continued till 
his death, ſole maſter of his property. When he 
was expeQting death, he ſent to Vienna for his 
advocate, Dottor Berger, and by him begged, 
that the Empreſs would pleats to give orders, 
that 
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that the commander of Spielberg ſhould allow 
him proper witneſſes and ſolemnities, to make a 
legal and binding will. And her majeſty the 
Empreſs gave poſitive orders, that Trenck ſhould 
have free liberty to make. his will; ſhe even 
granted, that for the better care of his health, he 
might go to the Capuchins, an indulgence nearly 
equal to his liberty, which, however, he did not 
accept. 1 | 5 1 
The queſtion was not, ic be could make a will ; 
his advocate was only charged to beſeech the 
Empreſs, to make him amends ſor what he had 
loft, according to the laws of Hungary, by the 
purchaſe of the ſeignories of Velika and Nuſter, 
becauſe he had n6t taken a contenſum regium, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the country; and obſta- 
cles might fall in the way of his heirs quaad peren- 
mnalitatem ; even that was granted to the fuppliant, 
by orders to the commanding officer in Spielberg: 
Moreover, the Imperial proclamation is till 
amongſt the acts of the judicii Trenckiani delegati, 
where Prince Trautſon was choſen as preſi- 
dent, along with Count Hardick and Counſel- 
lors Huliner and Schwndtner from the country go- 
vernment ; Counſellors Koller and Nagy from the 
Hungarian chamber; Counſellors Marck and 
Stadler from the high court of war, and Coun- 
ſellor Kemp/ of the exchequer ; the latter and 
Mr. Fauenberg managed the adminiſtration. This 
important 
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important committee was appointed purpoſely to 
ſettle Trenck's legacy; and the proclamation was 
to this purpoſe :—** That Trenck's laſt will ſhould 


* be moſt punQually executed, the tranſactions 


* haſtened, and the heir protected in all his 
* rights.” There was no queſtion of confiſcation, 
or of his right to bequeath his property by will. 


When this book becomes known, I hope. it. 


will no longer be ſaid in Vienna, that by eſ- 


pecial favor I inherited ſeventy- fix thouſand flo- 


rins from Trenck who died in Spielberg; and that 
my preſent ſeignory of Zwerbach, the vretched 
reſidue of all my riches, is a Trencki/f eſtate. 


To prove the contrary, it is only neceſſary to 


ſtate the matter of fact, viz.— That the father of 
this Trenck, who was colonel and commander of 
Leitſchau, in Hungary, died there in the year 
1743; and as a Hungarian cavallier and man of 
property, made a ſolemn will, in which, as Bis 
brother's ſon, he ſubſtituted me his heir, in caſe 
his own ſon ſhould die without male iſſue. 
This will was finiſhed by the aſſembly of the 
canons at Zips, figned by ſeven, and confirmed 
by the Palatine Count Palyy ; conſequently valid. 
The old Trenct, as I before obſerved, died at 
| Leitſchau, in the year 1743: his fon was then 
colonel of Pandours, in the Bavarian war. 
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The Zipſer afſembly ſent this will to the Impe- 
rial judge advocate at Vienna, ad exequendum, who, 
ſimply gave it to the ſon, without making .the 
neceſſary diſpoſals for the ſecurity of the lawful 
right of the ſubſtitute. This overſight, however, 
could not hurt me, or annul my. claim of ſubſti- 
tution. Trenck accepted his father's legacy, nor 
did he ever proteſt againſt this ſubſtitution. He 
died in the year 1749, without iſſue; conſe- 
quently could never diſpoſe of, or alter any 
thing to wy prejudice, and to my lawful right 
over his paternal eſtates. I was always keres ab 
inieſtato; and even in caſe of conſiſcation, I ne- 
ver could have loſt his father's property. | 
IT Theſe truths no judge will ever annihilate or 
-contradia. My Spielberg teſtator knew all this 
too, well; he was, as I have already related, my 
moſt bitter enemy, and endeavoured to,injure me 
in his grave. | | 
Reſolved to hve no longer i in confinement, he 
whuld not even beg forgiveneſs, although he-might 
| have regained his liberty. His powerful enemies 
juſtly dreaded his revenge; he had already 
threatened them hen in arreſt at Vienna. On 
this account only, he fell a ſacrifice to their arti- 
fices at court. * 
His proceſs had already colt too , much. His 
avarice, his loſt hopes of making good his da- 
5 mages, 
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mages, or becoming richer, mortified his greedy 


ſoul, even to deſpair. His defire of renown was 
unlimitted, and this could not be better ſatisfied, 
than by dying like a ſaint, and performing mira- 
cles after his death; this was abſolutely his plan, 
although he was one of the moſt confirmed 
atheiſts, and indulged his bad heart in all its vi- 
cious propenſities. He knew that after his death, 
I would immediately demand the legacy of his 
father, and undoubtedly obtain it. The elder 
Trenck, in the year 1723, purchaſed the ſeigno- 
ries of Preſtowacz and Fleternitz, in Sclavonia, 


with the money he received from his family in 


Pruſſia ; and during his life, the ſon bought the 
ſeignory of Pakratz, with forty thouſand florins 
from the father's capital ; conſequently theſe three 
ſeignories were property which directly devolved 


to me, and which he had as little right to ayes 


of as the reſt of the inherited money, effetts, 
| houſes of his father. All the property which be 


himſelf had acquired, was in the hands of admini- 


ſtrators. Above one hundred thouſand florins 


were ſpent in lawſuits, ſixty-three proceſſes N | 


carried on againſt him. 
He wanted to leave eighty thouſand n in 
legacies; but he ſaw that if I came to Vienna, 


and ſubtracted my hereditary property from his, 


without having any thing to do with the ſixty- 
three 


* 
4 
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three depending proceſſes, that there would re- 
main nothing for his legacies. "1 
He made therefore a knaviſh will, in hopes 
of rendering me unfortunate after his death; ap- 
pointed me his ſole heir, without making any 
mention of his father's: will, which had tied his 
hands; ordered about eighty thouſand florins in 
legacies and ſettlements, and ſought as much by 
the manner of his death, as by the following 
conditions, to move the Empreſs to ſupport his 
will : 

I. That I ſhould brace the catholic religion; | 

II. Serve no other maſter than the houſe of 
Auſtria. And, | 

III. Left his whole inheritance, without ſub- 
tracting his peternal eſtates, as a 1 commiſi 40 
truſtee. 

His death, which in Viewna 1 was Datev a mi- 
racle, happened in the following manner, where- 
by he impoſed on a number of ignorant people, 
who realy looked upon him as a ſaint: 

Three days before his death, when he was in 
perfect health, he ſent word to the commandant, 
that he wanted to ſend his confeſſor to Vienna, 
for the holy Franciſcus had diſcovered to him, 
that on his feaſt- day he would, at twelve o'clock, . 
convey him to a bleſſed eternity. The capuchin 

was 
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was ſent to him, whom he diſpatched to Vienna, 
and was chearful with the reſt of the company. 


The day after his confeflor's departure, be 


exclaimed—* God be praiſed! my journey is 
certain my confeſſor is dead, and appeared 
to me juſt now.” This was confirmed the day 
following; the prieſt actually died. He now aſ- 
ſembled all the officers of the garriſon of Brinn, 
had himſelf tonſured like a capuchin, put on the 
capuche, made a public confeſſion, and preached 

for an hour; adviſed them all to endeavour to be- 
come ſaints, and acted the part of a moſt fincere 
penitent; he embraced every body, ſmiled, ſpoke 
of the vanity of worldly purſuits, took his leave, 


and ſlept peaceably. In the forenoon, on the 
fourth of October, he looked at his watch, and 


ſaid—* the Lord be praiſed, my laſt hour ap- 
„ proaches!” Every body laughed at this be- 
haviour in a man like him ; but it was obſerved 


that his face grew pale on the left fide ; he leaned 


on the table, prayed, remained quiet, with his 
eyes ſhut; the clock ſtruck twelve, he did not 
move, the people ſpoke to him, but he was egg 
dead. | 

The whole country reſounded with this mis 
racle; and it was generally believed, that the 
holy Franciſcus had carried the Pandour 77 enck to 


heaven. 8 
The 
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The explanation of this riddle, and farcical mi- 
racle, is actually as follows, for it is only 
thoroughly known to me: 

He poſſeſſed the ſecret of the aqua ens and 
had reſolved to live no longer. To his con- 
feſſor, whom he ſent to Vienna, he had intruſted 
all his ſecrets, and given him many jewels and bills 
of exchange which he wiſhed to conceal. But 
that his confeſſor might not betray him, he gave 
him, by way of refreſhment, his portion before his 
departure. He himſelf having uſed the ſame poi- 
ſon, knew exactly the hour of his death. Thus 
he played the part of a ſaint, in order to diſpute 
rank with Florianus, or Criſpianus; and as he 
could not become the greateſt and richeſt on 
earth, he wiſhed to be adored in his grave. He 
was aſſured that miracles would follow his death, 
becauſe he had built a chapel, and founded a 
few maſſes, and made over fix thouſand florins 
to the capuchins. So died this extraordinary 
man, in the thirty-fourth year of his age, on 

whom nature had ſpared no gifts or talents ; who 
vas the ſcourge of the Bavarians, and terror of 
the French; who, with his Pandours, had taken 
above fix thouſand Pruſſian priſoners. He lived 
a miſanthropical n and died a hypocritical 
nn. 
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T did not appear, as has been report by ſome 
malicious ſlanderers, like a beggar who ſought 
bread and ſervice—No ; I had quitted the Ruſ- 
ſian court, where I was fortunate. The Im- 
perial ambaſſador had perſuaded me to abandon 
a ſure proſpect of riſing in the world, for ruin 
which befel me in Vienna. | 

I brought about twenty thouſand florins in 
ready money and jewels to Auſtria ; beſides which, 

during the lawſuits at Vienna, I ſacrificed above 
fifteen thouſand florins, which I received from 
Berlin, Peterſburg, and my family ; conſequently 
I inherited nothing from Trenck, but loſt above 
one hundred and twenty thouſand florins of my 
own money, as well as the property which de- 
| oled upon me from his father. 

But to return to my hiſtory.—At the firſt au- 
dience, the Empreſs could not behave more gra- 
ciouſly than ſhe did; ſhe ſpoke of my deceaſed 
couſin with feeling and eſteem ; ſhe promiſed me 
protection and favor, and ſaid that Count Bernes 
had ſtrongly recommended me. 

The court of appeal was ordered purpoſely to 
inveſtigate the Trenckiſh teſtament ; but as ſoon 
as I came to know the preſident, and the reſt of 
the judges, I ſaw the ſort of proceſs I was to 
go through reſolved to renounce the whole 
VOL. 1, P inhe- 
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inheritance of the Spielberg will, and only to de- 
mand my bona auitica. TH 
On this account, I deſired a coptam vindimatam 
of the old Trenck's Leitſchau teſtament. I re- 
ceived it, and appeared before the court in per- 
fon, declared I wanted nothing from Francis 
Trench, would have nothing to do with his pro- 
ceſſes, and only required the property of his fa- 
ther, according to the lawful teſtament produced, 
which conſiſted of the three {eignories of Pakratz, 
Preſtowatz and Fleternitz, | 
Nothing was juſter, nothing more reaſonable 
than this 21 But how was I aſtoniſhed to 
hear in the public court, that her majeſty the 
Empreſs had poſitively ordered, that in caſe I 
would not fulfil every condition of the will of 
Francis Trenck, I ſhould be abſolutely and deter- 
minately cut out from the whole, and had nething 
to hope for. | 

It was reſolved I ſhould turn Roman ca- 
tholic. What was to be done ? I was a ſtranger 

and helpleſs. | 
Buy means of a preſent, I received an atteſtation 

of my converſion from a pricſt ; however, I re- 
mained in my heart what I was before. | 
About this time Count Bernes returned from 
his Ruſſian embaſſy to Vienna. I complained 
to him of my hard fate be talked to the Empreſs 
4 ge 
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—ſhe promiſed every thing—he begged me to 
have patience, and in the meantime to do what- 
ever they required, and take upon me all the 
proceſſes. - He was obliged ſuddenly to depart to 
Turin on family affairs ; on his return he was to 
do great things for me, and make my fortune in 
Auſtria, This good man loved me as his own 
| ſon, and I had every reaſon to hope I ſhould 
be his heir, as he had neither child nor near rela- 
tion. He ſet out, embraced me with tears in his 
eyes—but ſcarce was he ſix weeks abſent, when 
he died. —It was reported, that he had been poi- 
ſoned by a perfidious friend in Turin, and haſ- 
tened by an untimely end into a better world, 
Thus fortune till continued to harraſs me; ſhe 
. always ſnatched away my ſupport, in the mo- 
ment I had moſt need of it, as may be obſerved 
throughout the whole courſe of my hiſtory. Death 
likewiſe tore from me my beſt friend and protector, 
Field-marſhal Koning ſeck, governor of Vienna, at 
a time when he could have moſt eſſentially aſſiſted 
now; --: i: N mW 
It was my good fortune, that all the great men 
which Auſtria has produced ſince the year 1747, 
eſteemed and endeavoured to advance me. On 
the contrary, petits financiers and lawyers, ignorant 
men, fanatics, and prieſts, wete always, and are 


_ till my enemies—they blaſted my hopes, ren- 
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dered me poor and uſeleſs to the ſtate, and knew 


| how to banifh me from all employments. I ne- 


ver, it is true, ſought mercy, becauſe I was never 


a culprit, nor a traitor ; but I deſerved equity, 


which I found not. 
Count Bernes was ſcarcely gone from Vienna, 


when a circumſtance occurred which increaſed my 


misfortunes. The Pruſſian miniſter took me aſide 
in the houſe of Mr. Beckers, the Palatine ambaſ- 


| ſador, and propoſed that I ſhould return to Ber- 


lin, my native country declared the king 
had forgot what was paſſed—that I was juſtified 


in his opinion, and ſhould have reſtored to 


me all the Trencki/ſh inheritance and property, 


for which he pledged his word of honor.. I an- 
ſwered, that this act of grace came too late—I 


had already ſuffered too much injuſtice in my 


native country—I would never again truſt to any 
prince whoſe will could annihilate the rights of 
mankind. My heart, which had heen true to the 
king, was too ſenſibly wronged, nor would I 
again expole mylelf to the danger of an unme- 


rited priſon. He did all in his power to perſuade 
me: when he ſaw it was to no purpoſe, he ſaid, 


— My dear Trenck ! God knows I meant this 
only for your own good; I can pledge myſelf 
** that the king will make you happy. You are 

| | | not 
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** not ſufficiently acquainted with Vienna, and 
* theſe lawſuits will inevitably ruin you-you 


vill live negle&ed and perſecuted.” 


How many. thouſand times have I. regretted, 


that I did not take his advice, and return to 


Berlin. By ſo doing, I ſhould have eſcaped a 
ten years impriſonment in Magdeburg ſhould 
not have loſt the Trencłiſi inheritance—nor ſpent 
the moſt precious years of my lite in writing pro- 


ceſſes and memorials. 


Vienna was never the place for my talents, {till 
leſs for my undaunted love of truth, and virtuous 
aims. I was too proud to fawn and beg—too 
conſcious of my own worth ;—but my fate has ſo 
ordained it, that I ſhould paſs thirty-fix years 
unrewarded, unemployed, and in my old age be 
clafſed amongſt a ſet of invalid majors. Certain it 
is, that from the day on which the Pruſſian ambaſ- 
ſador ſpoke to me, I had nothing. to hope for in 


Vienna. The.king knows the art, by means of 


his ambaſſadors, either to ruin his enemies, Or 
promote his fayorites, in moſt courts of Eu- 


rope. It was reſolved, that the Trenck who 


would no longer confide in, nor ſerve him, ſhould 
never have an opportunity of ſerving againſt him; 
I was therefore pictured to the Empreſs as a heri- 
tic, who would never ſerve the houſe of Auſtria, 
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but fought his great inheritance only with: a view | 


of returning to the King of Pruſſia. 


That this was actually the caſe, will be clearly 
and incontrovertibly proved in the ſecond volume 
of my hiſtory ; and ſhould I live to witneſs a ſcene __ 


which probably may ſoon happen, many of thoſe 


will bluſh, who have treated me with contempt in 
Vienna; and by whoſe, miſrepreſentations the 
beſt of Empreſſes was led to act unjuſtly towards 
me” . 5 a | 

I was now obliged to declare myſelf, cum reſer- 
vatione juris mei; but never as the abſolute heir. 
The ſixty-three proceſſes were taken in hand. 
It is well known what time even one requires in 


Vienna; judge therefore how it was, when in 


the courſe of three years, I only received three 
thouſand fix hundred florins from the whole maſs 
of Trenck's eſtate; conſequently ſcarce enough 
for the new-year's gilt to the chancellor and ſoli- 
citor. 

The money I acht from Ruſſia was ſoon ex- 


pate ; ; my family in Pruſſia ſupported me, and 


the Countels Beſtuſcheſf ſent me the four thouſand 
rubels which I would not accept in Peterſburg. 
I received alſo a remittance from my female 


friend in Berlin; yet {till I was obliged” to bor- 


row money from uſurers, by which I often loſt 


lixty per cent. Entangled in a labyrinth of decelt 
— | | among 
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among lawyers and robbers, my ambition re- 


quired the utmoſt perſeverance ; every thing was, 
by my aſſiduity, rendered poſſible, but my own 
property was thereby ſacrificed. In Berlin and 
| Moſcow, I was honored amongſt the firſt charac- 


ters; here, on the contrary, I could ſcarcely ob- 


tain an audience in the antichamber of a ſwollen 
magiſtrate, who, proud of his money and know- 
leqdge in law, had the audacious impertinence to 


propoſe, that my memorials ſhould be ſent to the 


univerſity of Vienna, to be put into good Ger- 
man. It is eaſy to imagine what I muſt have felt 
in a country where men like me were ſo baſely 
treated. The conſequences were natural and to 
be foreſeen ; I loſt every thing, becauſe I would 


not fawn, and was perſecuted, becauſe I pro- 


claimed the truth. To which may be added, that 
I went as ſeldom to maſs as to court. 
My lixty- three proceſſes were ended in the 


courſe of two years and a half, and in ſuch a man- 
ner as perhaps no one in Vienna could have ef- 


fected in leſs than fifty; but how this was done 


muſt ever remain a ſecret. 


To poſſeſs Hungarian property, Is following 


laws of the country are neceſfary : 


I. That at the * the conſenſus regius be 


demanded, 


Ph II. That 
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II. That the purchaſer poſſeſs and make over 


alla jus perennale, cum jure donandi, cedendi. nendendi. 


III. That the proprietor be born indigena 
regni, or the property acquired. Should a man 
die, and not poſſeſs all theſe requiſites, the Fiſcus 
takes the property, and pays the heir only the 
fummam emtitiam, or he pays him the ſummam in- 


: ſcriptiam, that is the capital for which the inheri- 


tance is intabulated. 

Without any ceremony, the preſident of te 
Hungarian chamber, Count Grafſalkowitz, took 
poſſeſſion, in the name of the Fiſcus, of all the 
Trenckiſh property. The prize was great, not ſo 
mach on account of the eſtates themſelves, as the 
riches that were upon them; for my couſin had 
tranſported from Bavaria, Alface, and Sileſia, ſe- 
veral ſhip loads of merchant goods, linen, bars of 


gold and filver ; amongſt them were. the armory, 


horſe accoutrements, and filver table ſervice of 
the Emperor Charles the Seventh, all which he 


bad taken from Munich: the table ſervice of the 
King of Pruſſia was likewiſe amongſt his riches. 


It was repoted that Trenck's treaſures in Scla- 


yonia, were far more valuable than the eſtates. 


His arms conſiſted in more than three thouſand 
of the moſt curious and beſt pieces. Trenck him- 
ſelf ſaid, that he had taken from Dannhauſen and 
and Gerſdorf, linen to the amount of fifty thou- 


ſand 
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ſand florins, which he ſent to his eſtates. In ſhort 
all was ftolen, carried off, or plundered ; and 
when orders were iſſued from court, that his 
effects ſhould be delivered up at Vienna to the 
ſole heir, there remained nothing but a few trifles 
worth nobody's notice, and a couple of old- Pruf- 
ſian muſkets. I myſelf ſaw ſome capital arms in a 
Hungarian palace, which I abſolutely knew to be 
part of his property. I alſo bought ſome ſilver 
plate in Eſſek, with the Pruſſian arms, which had 
been ſold by Counſellor D* *, impowered to 
take poſſeſſion of the * and who ee 
made his fortune. 
By the advice of ſome We Hutgarians 2 
wanted to bring the matter to a regular trial in 
Hungary. | 
My claims were inquired into, when ſuddenly 
the following order appeared from court, written 
by the Empreſs's own hand: | 
The preſident of the chad Count . 
** falkowitz, takes it upon his conſcience, that the 
e eſtates in Sclavonia do not, in natura, belong to 
Trenck ; therefore the ſumma emtitia and inſeriÞ- 
„ zitia ſhall be paid to him; likewiſe all ap- 
proved meliorations made good, and the pro- 
perty remain to the chamber.“ | 
Thus had the proceſs and all hopes an end. 
I wrought through ſixty-three proceſſes in Vienna, 
| | | at 
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at the expence of my own property, and loft the 
whole | inheritance. —Beatz Poſſidentes ! profictat ! 
The loſs of Trenck's eſtates I could willingly put 
up with, but the bona avitica, the property which 
had been ſixty-eight years in the Trencki/h family, 
could never have been taken from me without the 
greateſt injuſtice and cruelty.” I do not accuſe the 
prefident of the chamber for having put himſelf. 


 direfle in poſſeſſion of my eſtates, but he wreſted 


them from me, contra jura Hungarica, and played 


them into the hand of his friends in ſuch a man- 


ner, that the public treaſury did not receive 
above one hundred and uy thouſand florins by 
the ſale of them. 

With the remainder of Trenck's money, ſe- 
venty- -fix thouſand florins were paid in legacies, 
and from the whole of the Sclavonian property, 
there was left for me but eighty- ſix thouſand, out 
of which the oats; adminiſtrators, &c. 


vere to be paid. 


In the year 1753, the affair of Trenck's will 


was finally determined, and there remained from 


all his riches, after deducting the quarta falcidia, 


but ſeventy- ſix thouſand florins pro maſſa, from 
which they eſtabliſhed a fide: commiſſio againſt me, 


and rendered me miſerable the reſt of my life. 


- 


During 
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During my confinement in Magdeburg, thirteen 
thouſand florins were deducted from it for the re- 
maining proceſſes; conſequently there remained 
for me im all ſixty-three thouſand, wich which, 
in the year 1779, I bought the ferzgnory of Zwer- 
bach, and was obliged to pay about fix thouſand 
florins for diplomas, &c. &c. &c. I write theſe 

_ truths with ſadneſs, but I write. them for the be- 
_nefit of my children, who perhaps might accuſe 

me in my grave, of having negletted the Gy of 

a father towards them. bh, 

A certain Baron Schygraz, a poor ſtupid, igno- 
rant man, who was laughed at everywhere, was 
one day dining in company with my couſin at Ba- 

ron Peyaczaviiz's in the year 1743 ; the conver- 

ſation turned upon the Schiibowiza, or Zeverch- 
pin brandy. Trenck ſaid jeeringly “ Upon my 

i eſtates I burn brandy yearly to the amount of 

ve thirty thouſand florins from cow-dung.”  Schy- 

| grai believed it, and begged he would learn him 
the ſecret. Trench promHed he would. Says Pey- 
aczavilza— I can ſhew you thirty thouſand loads 
of dung on my eſtates.” * But where ſhall we 
get the wood?” demanded Schygrai. Trenck 
anſwered . I will give you thirty thouſand cords 

55. of woods The 1gnorant, credulous fool, thought 

inſtantly to make his fortune, and begged a pro- 


mile in writing from both, which he received. 
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Trencbs billet ran thug—* 1 do hereby 2 


impower, and allow Baron Scliygrai to cut thirty 
* thouſand cords of wood in the foreſt of T/cherra- 
** korra, without fee or reward, "upon ſhewing this 
„my order.” | 

Trenck was ſcarce dead when Sri appeared | 
before the court with the above billet, and de- 
manded his wood. The infamous Buſſy was his 
agent, and the judge advocate gave this ſentence __ 
—* That the Trencki/h maſſa ſhould pay him one 
% florin thirty krus per cord; conſequently 
forty-five thouſand florins, with the expences of 
n, . e, 

Orders for the payment of chis money vere ſent 
to the adminiſtrators at the time I arrived in 


Vienna. 


The Trenck iſh Le, Doftor Berger, ſhewed 


me in hac cauſa periculum in mora haſtened to 


the Empreſs, and received an order to retard the 


payment; and as I was granted a judicium delega- 
tum, to which all proceſſes were referred, and con- 
trived the matter not to be conſidered as res judi- 
cala, it was properly examined into, and found 


that the forreſt of Tſcherra-horra laid on the other 


ſide the Save in Turkey: the thing was immedi- 


ately ſeen i in its true light, and. the ſentence an- 
nulled. 


1 could 
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I "could relate many other ſimilar inſtances, 


ſhewing how ill-ereated I was in Vienna, but will 


not tire the patience of my readers. 


In order to compenſate in ſome meaſure for 


the loſſes which I had thus ſuſtained, the Empreſs 
interpoſed, and gave me a troop in Cordua's regi- 
ment of cuirafſiers. This was to be a falve for 
ſuch deep wounds ! ! They had forgot what I was 
before I came to Vienna, and did not know that 
J had already been in the ſervice of two mo- 
narchs ; refuſed the appointment of a ſtaff.- officer! 
becauſe I hoped to be happy, and make my for- 


tune in Auſtria. 
Diſcontented with my Ee 1 s Vi- 


enna, and went to the regiment in Hungary, there 


to await a better fate. 


My colonel, Count Bettoni, was a worthy man; | 
I ſoon gained his confidence, and became his prin- - 
 cipal aſſiſtant in the camp of Peſt. 


In the year 1753, he generouſly communicated 


to the Empreſs an account of my exertions to 


complete and form the regiment. Whoever has 


been quartered in Ketſckkemet on the Teiſſe, or on 
the Carpathian mountains, may eafily judge if a 
man like me, who in Berlin and Peterſburg had 
been accuſtomed to live in the beſt mode, could 


enjoy much happineſs in ſuch a ſituation. ü 


However 
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However I always did my duty as a ſolder! and 
eye · witneſſes of my condutt at that time are living. 
The chace and the converſation of Count Bettonz, 
whole aſhes I revere, conſtituted all the hours of 

my recreation. I went with him in the winter to 
Vienna; but there I met with nothing but neglect 
and indifference, which I equally returned. To 
ſeek protection was never my diſpoſition; nor 
could I reconcile myſelf meanly to ſue for that 
which my condutt merited. On this account. I 


remained poor and uſeleſs, with the beſt inclina- 


tion to ſerve the ſtate. The commander of the 
regiment, old Field-marſhal Cordua, promiſed me 
his protection; but his great age gave me little 
proſpett to hope for any thing in future, eſpecially 
as my enemies were buſily employed in contriving 
my ruin. I returned without hope or comfort to 
the regiment. | ; 

In the month of March 1 in the year 1754, my 
mother died in Pruſſia, 

I demanded leave to go to Danzig for fix months, 


to ſettle ſome family affairs with my ſiſter, and 
make the neceſſary arrangements reſpecting my 


eſtates in Pruſſia, which had been confiſcated. 
This indulgence was granted to me; and in the 
month of May I ſet out for that city, where 1 


again fell into the hands of the Pruſſians. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 


